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If you are a member
and would like to join
our committee, please
get in touch.
New people bring fresh
ideas; so whether you
enjoy practical projects
or paperwork,
involvement with local
schools or want to help
out at monthly talks,
please come forward.
Through this
newsletter we like to
share views and
comments from our
members. So drop us a
line to the address on
the header.

Email: enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk

Welcome to the December newsletter
We’ve had a very busy time through the autumn writing statements in readiness for the
NED Local Plan Hearings which began on the 13th November. The Plan is being examined
by Inspector Sarah Housden and the Hearings are expected to run until the end of the
first week in December. The Inspector will then send her report to the Council sometime
in the early part of the New Year. The Plan will either be found sound or may require
Main Modifications recommended by the Inspector to make it sound.
The Dronfield Lecture was a thoroughly enjoyable event. We were grateful to MP Lee
Rowley for finding the time in his very busy schedule to provide us with a most
enlightening and entertaining evening.
Our new season of talks begins again in January when the Dronfield Handbell Ringers will
be ringing in the New Year. Full details of this and other upcoming events inside.
Commemorations in November to remember those lost in both World Wars were a great
opportunity for the town to come together. We are delighted that the War Memorial is
now a fitting tribute to those who made the ultimate sacrifice. In this issue we feature a
gallery of images from Dronfield and district throughout Remembrance Weekend.
Dronfield Civic Society is taking part in the Christmas Tree Festival at the Parish Church.
So why not come along and have a look at how we’ve decorated our tree to represent
what we do around the town?
John Fletcher—Chairman

Your Civic Society Needs You
As many of you will know, DCS Chairman John Fletcher moved house away from Dronfield
in the autumn and understandably now wishes to step down from the Society.
We would like to express our thanks to John who took over from former Chairman John
Harvey on a temporary basis in 2017.
Also in 2017 Vice Chairman and Treasurer David Ingham left the committee and so did
Secretary Judith Vernier.
We were very fortunate that existing committee member John Hinchcliffe took on the role
of Secretary. Mick Kirk joined us and became our new Treasurer, and Jo Wright joined
the committee as Membership Secretary.
Over the next few months we are hoping that members will come forward to join the
committee with a view to taking on a position of responsibility. Without a Chairman, we
are constitutionally unable to continue to run the society.
We are putting a call out to all members and supporters to help us out.
Could you spare one or two evenings a month?
Would you be interested in coming along to one of our committee meetings to meet us
and get a feel for the work we do? If so we’d love to hear from you.

YOUR CIVIC SOCIETY RELIES ON VOLUNTEERS WHO HELP TO KEEP OUR TOWN AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE.
HELP US TO KEEP THIS SHARED SPACE BEAUTIFUL FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. JOIN US!
It helps us to save on postage and printing costs if you can receive this newsletter by email, so please let us have your current email address.
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Timber Ramp Update
The future of Dronfield’s Timber Ramp Footbridge is still uncertain.
Due to an increase in the estimated cost, the scheme to replace
it is currently on hold pending the consideration of other options.
You may remember that tests had been carried out to assess the
foundations for a new steel structure as an alternative because the old
bridge is deemed to be beyond economic repair.
Senior Project Engineer Tim Jeffery stated that no further repair work
will be carried out on the existing ramp until other options have been
fully evaluated . A decision is expected some time in the near future
and in the meantime the footbridge remains closed to the public.

HS2 Just Passing Through
In July 2018 the Secretary of State announced the electrification of a 25km section of the Midland
Mainline, from Clay Cross to Sheffield Midland Station. This is the part of Phase 2b of HS2 that
will affect Dronfield and is known as MML02 Brierley Bridge, Unstone Green to Sheffield Station.
On November 7th, an information event took place at Dronfield Civic Hall to explain the
electrification proposals which are still in an early stage of development. Electrification will
require installation of power supply infrastructure which will include steel masts and cantilever
supports and portal frames. They will typically be 8m in height and spaced at 55 to 60m intervals
along the track. There may be additional track or widening requirements at stations or tunnels
and modifications to railway infrastructure such as bridges by raising existing structures or
lowering track levels. Modifications may also be required to existing public roads and public
rights of way.
This work is necessary to allow HS2 trains to stop at Chesterfield and Sheffield. They will not be
stopping at Dronfield. It is anticipated that there would be up to two trains per hour each way
passing through Dronfield. This could have implications for existing services.

Lucas Gardens—Set Free
In our last newsletter we debated the pros and cons of
the removal of the old fencing around the Lucas
Gardens. While some DCS members commented that
they feared removal would lead to inappropriate car
parking on the grass, others thought that it would
vastly improve the local street scene. Well here’s the
before and after. What do you think?

Round & About
Committee Members David and Mick have been kept busy through the autumn
across the town. Work has involved repairing items of street furniture in Dronfield
Woodhouse, reporting a blocked stream channel from Frith Wood which passes
below Callywhite Lane and keeping a watchful eye on Mill Lane where a number of
car tyres were dumped in a fly-tipping incident.
They also found time, with the help of two residents, to plant 2000 crocus bulbs to
restore those along Eckington Road which were spoilt by the grass-cutting team last
year. The Council donated 1000 bulbs as a good-will gesture and DCS matched the
quantity to ensure that the stunning display in Coal Aston should be better than ever
next spring.
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Bench Marks

Ten out of Ten
This bench on Oxclose Lane, Dronfield Woodhouse was in a sorry state. It was brought to the attention of committee member
David Hallam who has a bit of a reputation for repairing broken items of street furniture that are unclaimed in terms of
keeping them in repair. The seat carries a plaque stating that it was provided by local subscription in honour of those who
gave their lives in the Second World War. Restoration work involved clearance of ivy from around the base and rear of the seat,
repairing the woodwork and cleaning it ready for the re-painting of the metal frame. A local resident, Mr Swift and his
grandson, made good use of the seat in the autumn sunshine once the paint was dry. He told David that the grassy triangle
near the seat was where he used to sit with his grandfather many years ago.

The Dronfield Lecture

Dronfield to Unstone Cycle Track
The long awaited decision on the Dronfield to Unstone
cycle track has been further delayed and is not
expected until December 20th.

A big thank you to all those
who came along to the Peel
Centre in October for the
Dronfield Annual Lecture.
This year we were delighted
that Lee Rowley MP accepted
our invitation.
We were not disappointed.
Lee was thoroughly
entertaining and interesting
without being political.
We all went away having
learnt a few unusual facts
about Westminster.

The route which will operate as a shared space on the
pavement from the Cemetery Road mini roundabout to
Peak Resort at Unstone Green has been criticised as
being unsafe alongside the busy B6057.
The installation requires narrowing the road in places
to achieve a satisfactory width of track. Comments
from local residents made the Council aware that the
road is already only just wide enough for two large
vehicles to pass each other. The Council has put
forward that narrowing the road will have the effect of
slowing traffic.

There was a lively Q&A session followed by refreshments.
Lee was particularly appreciative of the work of the Civic
Society. John Hinchcliffe gave the introductions and Brian
Simpson of the Peel Centre Management Team, and Mayor
Philip Wright gave votes of thanks.

There are fears that yet more disruption through
Unstone Village which comes after the Western Power
installation works and the huge project to upgrade the
Waste Water Treatment Works will be detrimental to
local businesses.

Heritage At Risk
In the summer of 2015 Dronfield Civic Society purchased two vandalised and
dilapidated K6 telephone kiosks from BT for £1 each to lovingly restore as
items of heritage street furniture. At the time we took over ownership of the
Coal Aston K6 and the Oakhill Road box, we were told that the pictured kiosk
at the bottom of Holmedsdale Road was on private land and not for sale.
Sadly there it has remained; forlorn, vandalised
and most likely under-used.
Have you any suggestions about what should
happen to it?
The options are: ask BT to remove it; ask BT to
repair it to working order; provide DCS with some
funding to repair it and keep it in use;
decommission it; repair the structure or give us the
means to do so.
Wouldn’t we all like to see it looking like this?
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A November to Remember in Dronfield & District
From knitted poppy cascades to painted pebbles; in schools, chapels and churches;
in parks and in procession; this is how our town and district Remembered Them.
It has been especially pleasing to note that the War Memorials in Dronfield and
Unstone have seen many hours of restorative work to make them fitting tributes to
The Fallen.
Dronfield Town Council, with funding assistance from the Civic Society, undertook
renovation work to clean and repoint Dronfield War Memorial. We were delighted that,
at our November event at St. Andrew’s, Jim Barden who raised the state of the
Memorial with the Council, thanked the Civic Society for this successful outcome.
Jim has now decided to re-join the Society and help us with future work. Cleaning and
repainting of Unstone War Memorial was co-ordinated by Unstone Parish Council.
In this issue, we share with you a double page gallery of a November to Remember.

Left: Dronfield War Memorial, Coal Aston War Memorial, Mayor Philp Wright near Dronfield War Memorial
Centre: Coal Aston War Memorial, WWI soldier at Unstone War Memorial, Unstone War Memorial
Right: Procession High Street, Lighting the Beacon at Sindelfingen Park, Painted Pebbles by Unstone Junior School children
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Lest We Forget

Left: St Mary’s Infant School poppy panel and
art work from Unstone Junior School children
Font flowers, poppies, pebbles, candles and
memorabilia at Unstone
Centre: Dronfield’s Untold Stories at Hall Barn
Poppy Cascade at Coal Aston
Methodist Church
Mayor Philip Wright at St Mary’s Church
Right: Re-enactor Harry Bingham
The Fallen from Coal Aston
Wooden crosses and clay poppy wreaths on
the embankment at Dronfield
Henry Fanshawe School
Lee Rowley MP visits Unstone St Mary’s
Church exhibition
With thanks to all those who made it a
November to Remember
1918-2018
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NEDDC Local Plan: The Hearings
The Planning Inspector identified fourteen Main Matters on which to test the
soundness of the Local Plan. They were based on the representations made by
residents during the consultation on the Publication Draft of the Local Plan last
February. The Main Matters included: Duty to Cooperate, the Local Plan Vision,
employment and housing land, spatial strategy, the approach to the Green Belt,
infrastructure, site selection, landscape character and the historic environment.
Committee Members of Dronfield Civic Society joined forces with the Dronfield
Greenbelt Group to write statements for the Hearings and spoke on these Main
Matters at the Council Offices in Wingerworth.
The Hearings commenced on November 13th. They comprised informal discussions
to provide clarity for the Inspector. The Local Plan has to be found sound before it
can be adopted by the Council as the Plan for the district to 2034.
One of the most important issues for Dronfield is whether the Council has
demonstrated that there are ‘exceptional circumstances’ in order to remove land
from the Green Belt to satisfy housing need and whether the Infrastructure Plan
provides enough detail about how new development will be supported. The role of
the Green Belt has been strengthened in the new National Planning Policy
Framework in spite of the housing crisis nationally.
The case that the Civic Society has put forward is that the Objectively Assessed Need
for housing has been over-estimated; that the Council is using a flawed spatial
strategy which, for a less than robust reason directs 54% of the allocations to the
Level 1 towns (Dronfield, Clay Cross, Eckington, Killamarsh and Strategic Sites)
without due consideration of sustainable development and the impact of such large
scale allocations on local infrastructure, school places and medical facilities.
We are pleased that these issues are also being put forward by the Town Council,
Dronfield Greenbelt Residents Group, RAGE (Residents Against Greenbelt Erosion)
from Killamarsh and an Eckington Councillor.
Thank you to all those members of our community who came to support the
speakers including Mayor Philip Wright and his wife Pauline.

The Inspector will deliver her report to the
Council some time in the New Year.
If Main Modifications to the Plan are
deemed necessary for soundness, the
Council will have to make the changes and
test them through a further period of
consultation in 2019.
We urge you to respond to the consultation
at the next stage of the plan-making
process for Dronfield and district.
We will keep you up to date on our website
and Facebook page.
There are a number of current planning
applications which propose to build on the
Green Belt. We continue to monitor and
comment on these where necessary.
If you wish to comment on a planning
application, you can do so on the
NEDDC website.
https://planapps-online.nederbyshire.gov.uk/online-applications/

Street Scene Monitoring
Junction boxes like these appear to be springing up all over the place.
They are connected to Virgin Media and have been recently observed
in Coal Aston and the Holmesdale Estate. Improvement to often poor
internet connection is welcomed but, in their current colour, they do
little to improve the local street scene. They are often the targets of
graffiti. Looking into the matter, they are apparently painted a light
colour to reflect the heat in summer as darker coloured boxes absorb
heat which can affect their contents.
Virgin Media don’t need planning permission as they are classed as
‘permitted development’. They do need to be sympathetic in
‘protected areas’ such as Conservation Areas or near listed buildings
and the company has been experimenting with vinyl transfers to
disguise them.
DCS will be taking the matter up with Civic Voice to see whether any
similar comments have been received or whether they wish to make
comments about their positioning and colour choice. Perhaps this is
merely the undercoat!
Have you any comments to make about this? If so email us at the address on the header.
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New Season...Events...St Andrew’s...7:30 pm...Events…Spring
Ringing in the New Year
Wednesday January 16th
The Dronfield Handbell Ringers
Now is your chance to come and hear one of the foremost,
small, handbell groups in the country and have a go yourself.
Join us for what promises to be a very entertaining evening

Image: James Singleton The Dronfield Handbell Ringers at the Barn

Years of Experience
Wednesday February 20th
The Work of William Lee & Sons
Toni Carannante
Have you ever wondered what this Dronfield business which dates
back to 1901 actually does at its Spring Foundry on Callywhite Lane?
Join us and find out!

Chesterfield Canal Revisited
Wednesday March 20th
John Lower
Back by popular request, John Lower will give us an update about
the ongoing work to restore the canal.
Last time the talk included some fascinating before and
after photographs. Let’s hope for more of the same!

The History of Newspapers in Sheffield
Wednesday April 17th
Alan Powell
It’s an unusual topic, but we’re sure it will be of interest to many as it is
being delivered by well-known speaker Alan Powell who has worked in
the industry for many years.

Please be aware that if you are attending any of our upcoming events by car,
new parking regulations apply to the car park at the Gosforth Valley Shopping
Centre behind the Jolly Farmer public house. A two hour limit is in place 24/7.
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DCS Young Achiever Award
We are pleased to announce this
year’s winner of the DCS DHFS
Young Achiever Award is Kate
Hunt. Kate was selected by
fellow students and staff in
recognition of exceptional
achievement in school and
personal life.
The Award was established in
2004 to commemorate the opening of The Dronfield
Henry Fanshawe School (formerly The Dronfield School)
and to pay due credit to the industry of young people
within our community.
A number of other young people received recognition for
their perseverance, effort and success during the school
year.

Thirty Years of DCS
On Wednesday May 15th 2019 we are having a special evening
of celebration because Dronfield Civic Society will be thirty!
It is a significant milestone which means we have been caring for
our local environment since the Society began in 1989.
We will be looking back at the various projects we’ve undertaken
which we like to think have helped the town to be the ninth best
place to live.
Nearer the time we’ll be asking for your suggestions on future
projects, about worthy causes for some of our funding and
hoping that we can attract new members and people willing to
help continue the work of the Society over the next thirty years.
Please contact our Membership Secretary Jo Wright at the email
below if you would like to join the Civic Society.

Membership

John Robert Clough Awards

It is never too late to renew or re-join the Civic Society if
membership has lapsed. We welcome all new members
and encourage lapsed members to re-join. If you missed
the 1st April renewal date, contact Jo Wright and she will
reset your membership and issue your membership card.
We can now take payment by BACS. See below for
details. Just a reminder to change your payments and
standing orders to the new rates please.
Membership subscriptions help us to fund projects
around the town to make it a more attractive place to
live, work and visit.

Now is the time to make your nominations for the John Robert
Clough Awards. We can receive them from January until the end
of March. Do you know of anyone who has made a significant
contribution to improving the town? This can be a business,
a project, a new build, environmental work, an attractive shop
front, the renovation of a building or a nomination for a group of
volunteers who look after parts of the town.
See our website for full details and a nomination form. If possible
your nomination should include a photograph and a brief
explanation about why you are making that nomination.

An Invitation to Renew Your Membership 2018-19
From April 1st, Dronfield Civic Society invites you to renew your membership. Annual subscription charges are £10.00 singles,
£15.00 couples/families and £25.00 for small businesses/schools and associations.
Our Membership Secretary is Josephine Wright who will be pleased to receive the slip below with your payment by cheque to:
Dronfield Civic Society
Please send to: Mrs J Wright DCS Membership Secretary 11 Moorgate Crescent, Dronfield S18 1YF
For any membership queries you can contact Jo on dcsmembership@gmail.com
If you currently pay by Standing Order, you will need to make your bank aware of the new rates. Life membership remains at £60.00
single and £100.00 joint. Small business/school/association remains at £25.00.
Did you know you can now pay by BACS? Our sort code is 60-40-09 and account number 09430342.

Please renew my membership of Dronfield Civic Society from 1st April 2018 to 31st March 2019
Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Email………………………………………………………………………………….
Membership: (please circle)

Single

Couple/Family

Business/School/Association

I enclose a cheque made payable to Dronfield Civic Society for £………………..
Members receive reduced price entry to DCS talks and either a quarterly e-newsletter or a printed copy.
PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AS IT SAVES THE COST OF POSTAGE AND PRINTING
If you would like to become a sponsor of Dronfield Civic Society
please contact us at enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk for
further details.

Dronfield Civic Society is sponsored by Stauff
UK Ltd. Experts in the UK hydraulic industry
since 1977 www.stauff.co.uk
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