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If you are a member
and would like to join
our committee, please
get in touch.
New people bring fresh
ideas; so whether you
enjoy practical projects
or paperwork,
involvement with local
schools or want to help
out at monthly talks,
please come forward.
Through this
newsletter we like to
share views and
comments from our
members. So drop us a
line to the address on
the header.

Email: enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk

Welcome to the March newsletter
Dronfield Civic Society is officially thirty this year. Yes, we’ve been caring for the local
built and natural environment for three decades! So in this issue we reveal how we are
helping to fund improvements and enhancements to the local street scene including
saving the last red telephone kiosk in town.
The Civic Society has always pressed for a traffic management plan for the town.
Following concerns raised by one of our members about the increase in traffic and the
difficulties for pedestrians, we have engaged with Derbyshire County Council to see
whether there is now a need for a pedestrian crossing on the High Street.
On the planning front, the Inspector’s Interim Report on the NEDDC Local Plan has been
issued which has some positive outcomes regarding the Green Belt sites allocated for
development. There is also an update about the Neighbourhood Plan which has been
submitted to NEDDC by the Town Council for the next stage of the process. New plans
for the timber footbridge are a talking point and the Dronfield to Unstone cycle path has
been recommended for implementation.
This year we are hoping to build membership and encourage new people to join our
committee. Inside this issue is a flyer with a join/renew/donate form on the back. We
are asking all our members to tell their friends, relatives and neighbours about the work
of the Civic Society and encourage them to join or make a small donation to help us to
make the town a better place for all.

John Fletcher—Chairman

What is the Collective Noun for Red Telephone Kiosks?
In 2015 Dronfield Civic Society purchased two K6 boxes from
BT for £1 and renovated and restored them to their iconic
status as heritage features of the local street scene. Four
years on we’re adding to our fleet, gaggle or swarm with
another one. The K6 below the Holmesdale shops is in a bad
way. Decommissioned and ready to be taken away for scrap,
we’ve paid our pound, signed an adoption certificate and
saved it from extinction. When renovated the kiosk will have
an information panel inside it about the history of the K6. It
will improve the area and be maintained by the Civic Society.
We will be helping Unstone Parish Council to renovate their
K6s later in the year. Would you like to help restore a
quintessential British icon? No experience necessary, just lots
of enthusiasm required. If so please contact us. This is an
extremely worthwhile project to be part of.

Committee member David met the BT engineer on site and was
handed replacement glazing, a new door strap and grab handle.
We are now the proud owners of three K6s, with the latest box
awaiting restoration by volunteers in the spring.

It’s a Calling!
YOUR CIVIC SOCIETY RELIES ON VOLUNTEERS WHO HELP TO KEEP OUR TOWN AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE.
HELP US TO KEEP THIS SHARED SPACE BEAUTIFUL FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. JOIN US!
It helps us to save on postage and printing costs if you can receive this newsletter by email, so please let us have your current email address.
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Does High Street Need a Crossing?

Dronfield Civic Society has long campaigned for a traffic
management plan for the whole town. There is a need for more
car parks to prevent on-street and pavement parking and to help
local businesses. Some roads have become rat runs to avoid the
traffic calming measures on other roads. We need an approach
that manages congestion effectively and we need safer places for
pedestrians to cross.

Google Maps
The difficulties of crossing the High Street are apparent. Traffic counts reveal huge increases in vehicle movements within
this part of the Town Centre but it has not been accompanied by the necessary provision for pedestrians. DCS recently
decided to revisit the need for some sort of crossing facility on the High Street by contacting Bridget Gould (Economy,
Transport and Environment) Derbyshire County Council and by copying in Lee Rowley MP.
The Council is concerned that there is not enough forward visibility
around the bend at the top of High Street to meet the
requirements for a crossing, whether it is a Puffin or a Zebra. They
state that the requirement is 70 metres and visibility is only 30
metres at this point. Council did point out that there is a splitter
island at the Sainsbury’s Roundabout which enables pedestrians
to cross in two halves. But that is not helpful to access the Civic
Centre. The top of High Street is the ‘desire line’ to cross the road
to get to the Civic Centre, Library and Medical Centre. Council do
not think that further down High Street would attract the
required number of people for a zebra crossing. It is possible that
with the path through the Barn Garden and round the side of the
Barn, acting as a cut through to High Street that there is now a
greater footfall. If this is the case, since the last counts were
made, then an up to date count could be undertaken near Samad
Cottage/Chapel Yard. DCS has now managed to secure a
pedestrian/traffic count by DCC sometime in the spring.
The Civic Society conducted traffic counts in both directions at
peak times of the day simultaneously on High St, Carr Lane,
Chesterfield Road, Eckington Road and Dyche Lane in March 2016.
The figures reveal there is one vehicle every six seconds near to
the ‘desire line’ of High Street. Chairman John Fletcher recently
made a video to illustrate the problem which is on our website.
This sparked a good deal of debate and suggestions about what
the solutions could be. Many thanks to those who made
comments and suggestions.
The Civic Society was successful in getting a crossing near the
Forge on Lea Road. The Safer Dronfield Campaign made an
excellent video of the dangerous junction of Snape Hill Lane and
Green Lane which resulted in the siting of a bollard island. So
outcomes can be achieved and we will press on with this
campaign for a safer High Street.

This has been needed for a long time.
This road should be pedestrianised.
I agree that a crossing is definitely needed
but it has to be made visible to both traffic
from Sainsbury’s and coming up High St
or it may cause more accidents.

Definitely needed.
Wouldn’t a pelican crossing be visible enough on
the actual corner? I cross there as I get
better visibility there in both directions though
not the best place to cross.

Prompted by these issues,
Chairman
John
Fletcher
noted a possible solution on a
recent visit to Australia. There,
in certain areas, the pedestrian
has priority.
Shared Zones
mean that vehicles are
expected to slow down, be on
the lookout for pedestrians and
give way to them when they
wish to cross. The zones are
shown by signage, and a
different
coloured
road
surface.
There are wellconstructed raised platforms,
using block paving which serve to slow traffic and
designate the pedestrian crossing areas. Could this
work on High Street from above the Peel Monument
down to Soaper Lane, or all the way down to the Lea
Road junction?

What are your views? Does High Street need a crossing and if so where should it be sited? Should High Street be pedestrianised below
the Peel Monument (except for residents and deliveries)? Would some local roads be safer as one-way routes due to the number of
parked cars? Are parked cars a means of slowing traffic?
Contact us if you have any ideas about how to solve Dronfield’s traffic trouble or join us to help take this matter forward.
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The Great British Spring Clean 22nd March—23rd April
This year the Civic Society will be taking part in the Great British
Spring Clean. We’ll be organising a community big litter pick at a
problem area to rid the town of single-use plastic which
degrades the beauty of our local
environment and causes harm to wildlife.
Would you like to help?
If so keep an eye on our website and
Facebook page for details about how you can take part.
We have a full range of litter picking kit from bags to hi-vis jackets
to picking tools. All welcome.
You don’t need to be a DCS member to take part.

Join Us and Be Part of the Pick
New DCS Website
For our thirtieth year we have launched a new website.
It is contemporary, interactive and simpler to
navigate. Our web address remains the same and you
will be able to contact two committee
members through the enquiries@ email address.
We also have a
Facebook page where we
provide all the latest
information and debate about
civic events including the latest
on the Local Plan with links to
documents and shared
information from other groups.

Dronfield to Unstone Cycle Path—Recommended for Implementation
The decision about the cycle path through Unstone was made on 20th
December and recommended for implementation. Whilst there may be
benefits for cyclists to be off the dangerous and very busy B6057,
pedestrians are not so sure about the safety of ‘shared spaces’ on
pavements when last year collisions between cyclists and pedestrians
increased dramatically. Others believe that because the road is so busy,
alternative safer routes for cyclists should be given preference.
The public consultation highlighted a number of difficulties with the
original design scheme. In delaying the final decision the Council
amended the proposals and collected further views through public
exhibitions. Four areas of compromise still exist where the route is
below the accepted standard width of 2 metres. They are at Unstone
Hill where the gradient is also too steep; near Unstone Junior School; at
Cheetham Avenue, Unstone Green where residents wish to retain the
crossing refuge and over the railway footbridge where cyclists will be
expected to dismount. The Council is hopeful that a solution may be
found through the electrification programme for HS2. However
discussions with HS2 Officers reveal that bridges are only replaced if
necessary and with a like-for-like policy.
A much needed Toucan crossing will be provided at Loundes Road. Crossing plateaus, extra signage and coloured
surface treatment are part of the scheme which is costing £0.9m and funded by D2N2 LEP. To read the full report: https://
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/site-elements/documents/pdf/council/meetings-decisions/meetings/cabinet-member-portfolio/
highways-transport-and-infrastructure/2018-12-20/2018-12-20-new-cycle-path-b6057-between-dronfield-unstone.pdf
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Civic Voice Flag Up Our Concerns
You may remember in our last issue that we commented on the
visual appearance of the Virgin Media boxes, particularly with
regard to the local street scene in our Conservation Areas. Whilst we
welcome a better broadband service, we are concerned that the
boxes may become targets for graffiti. We raised the matter with Civic
Voice to see if this was a concern for other Civic Societies.

David Hallam has found out more. From the boxes, a green conduit will be installed to the boundary of every property in the
area, terminating in a small black junction box. At the appropriate time, the delicate fibre optic cable will be threaded from the
junction box to the property by a machine that will blow the cable along rather than physically pushing or pulling.

Balancing Conservation and Regeneration
The Theme of the Annual Civic Voice Convention attended by Judith Vernier on behalf of DCS
The first Planning Act was in 1909. Even during the First World War, one of its ideals was the ‘fight for beauty’. This was
not fulfilled in the immediate post war period of economic depression and into the 1920s and ‘30s when jerry builders
developed urban sprawl without constraint. Amongst the reforms that were developed during the Second World War was a
land commission, and post war there was cross-party backing for initiatives such as the National Parks, access to land and
nature protection.
In a number of our newsletters we have debated the implications of the
national reduction in Conservation Officers at Local Authority level. Our own
authority lost its Conservation Officer some years ago and at the Local Plan
Hearings it became obvious that documents relating to Dronfield’s Conservation
Areas, including the Character Appraisals, have not been updated on the four
yearly basis that they should have been. Those who attended the Hearings were
made aware that the Moss Valley CA, in terms of management policies was very
much at the bottom of the list of priorities.
There are 10,000 Conservation Areas nationally which face various pressures
including the need to build more houses, changes in farming practices, under
population, neglect and deterioration.
The Convention made it clear that conservation is not just about preservation;
more that change is necessary but that it should be managed effectively. Dame
Fiona Reynolds, former Director General of the National Trust emphasised the
importance of the countryside for its natural beauty, but stressed that it should
not imply ‘a blind opposition to progress, but opposition to blind progress’.
The message from Historic England is to promote the value of heritage and its
importance to people. With increases in housing density, good design is
essential.
Lobbying the government and local authorities for more Conservation Officers is
key as is the need for more community involvement in planning.
Civic Voice is asking members to take part in a questionnaire to try and
understand what ‘beauty’ is to guide new design. Whilst many of us would be
able to say what beauty is in the natural world, it may be more difficult to
apply the word to the modern built environment.
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How is Dronfield Civic Society
responding to these messages?
We have undertaken a Conservation
Area audit so that we can measure
levels of improvement/deterioration.
We reward good design through our
annual John Robert Clough Awards.
We regularly comment on planning
applications, particularly with regard
to appropriateness of built form,
over-development and Green Belt.
We have taken part in all the Local
Plan and Neighbourhood Plan
consultations and through a former
Chairman, have made a significant
contribution to the chapter on
Heritage.
We have taken part in the Local Plan
Hearings to make the Inspector
aware that the policies in the Plan
are not sufficiently robust to protect
the natural and historic environment.

A Ladleful of History
In February, DCS was made welcome by Angela and
Toni Carannante at the Wm Lee Visitor Centre. The
Spring Foundry on Callywhite Lane is one of the
oldest businesses in Dronfield, existing as an iron
foundry for over 100 years. It began in 1860 as a
family business at the Montrose Works in Sheffield
and moved to Dronfield in 1901. By 1924 it was no
longer owned by the Lee family.
The foundry specialised in the production of
malleable iron castings. During 1986 under the
Parkfield ownership, it moved to spheroidal graphite
iron for truck and automotive castings.

The old 4 tonne ladles which were used for the production of
malleable iron, mark Dronfield’s historic link with Wm Lee
at the northern and southern gateways to the town.
Planting of the ladles takes place twice a year by volunteers of
Dronfield in Bloom. The Civic Society has recently made a
donation towards the plants for the spring season.

Since 1991 under Castings PLC, the business has seen
significant investment of more than £50m in new
buildings, plant and equipment making it one of the
largest remaining foundries in the UK.
Thanks to DCS Committee Member Robert Hardcastle
who helps to keep the planting at the ladles in
good shape and to Angela and Toni for such an
interesting evening.

The Bulbs are Back in Town
The Civic Society has been planting bulbs around the town for
many years and now is the time to enjoy them at their best.
From crocuses to daffs, on roadside verges and village greens, we
are still finding places to plant. If you know of a particular spot
that could be improved with a few bulbs, or if you would like to
make a donation to the Society towards bulbs for the future,
please use the contact details on the back page and header.

Nominations for the John Robert Clough Awards
Past Winners:
Coal Aston Village Hall,
Ashwood Homes, Cruck Barn,
Dronfield Hall Barn,
Peel Centre Management,
Parish Church Gardeners,
Coal Aston War Memorial,
Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School
Daffodil Embankment and Poppy
Embankment, Taylor Taylor,
Dronfield Eye Building,
Ouzel Bank Cottage,
Coal Aston Methodist Church Garden,
Meadow Grange Care Home,
The Talbot, Unstone Post Office,
Wine World, Hyde Park Inn,
Chiverton Developments,
Dronfield Foot Clinic, Little Italy,
Blue Stoops.

There is just a month left to submit your
nominations for the annual John Robert
Clough Awards. Named after a former DCS
Chairman, the awards recognise and reward
good practice, improvement and
enhancement in Dronfield and district.
Do you know of an individual or project
worthy of such an award ?
If so please nominate them by clicking on the
Awards Page of our website where you will
find a nomination form with the necessary
details. Or contact Judith Vernier on 418607
for a nomination form.
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Planning for the Future
Planning Inspector Sarah Housden has produced an Interim Report about the
NEDDC Local Plan. Main Modifications will be necessary to make the Plan
sound. The good news for Dronfield is that exceptional circumstances have
not been demonstrated to alter the Green Belt boundaries at site DR2
(Eckington Road). This means that the Moss Valley Conservation Area will not
be impacted by adjacent development. Site DR1 (Shakespeare Crescent) will
have reduced development retaining the gap between Dronfield and
Unstone. This is subject to proposals for a suitable access before planning
application stage. Any development is also subject to more clarity regarding
improvement of the Green Lane/Callywhite Lane junction. Another Green Belt
site in Eckington is safe from development. The reduction in potential sites
means that the Council cannot demonstrate a five year land supply for the
Plan period. The Inspector has given the Council two options to consider.
In the meantime, Dronfield Town Council submitted their Neighbourhood Plan
to NEDDC on 23rd January 2019. The Plan will have a six week
consultation before it goes to an examiner. A Public Referendum on the Plan
has to be held. The Plan will eventually be ‘made’ by NEDDC and used to
provide guidance for planning applications submitted within the town.

The Neighbourhood Plan process is a lengthy one.
Three plans have been ‘made’ in NE Derbyshire
following positive referenda: Ashover,
Holymoorside & Walton and Wingerworth.

There is more information on our website about the Local & Neighbourhood Plans. Or you can read the Interim Report by
following this link: http://www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/images/Repository/E/ED65-NEDDC-Inspector-Interim-Finding-18.2.19
-Final2.pdf On the NEDDC website you can read about the minor modifications which resulted from discussions at the
Hearings in November and December. Further Hearings are due to take place this month regarding site allocations for
Gypsies and Travellers.

Timber Footbridge Update
A planning application has been submitted to NEDDC to remove the timber ramp
and attach a steel ramp to Lea Road Bridge.
The design seeks to
replace the timber form with a structure which celebrates the appearance of the
original ramp. Modern materials will be used including powder coated steel
mesh and decking of glass reinforced polyester incorporating an
anti-slip finish.
To see the detail on this as well as a very interesting
Heritage Statement about the timber footbridge, see NEDDC
Planning ref no 19/00053/LB. The capital program for highway schemes for
2019-20 has yet to be approved, however this project has been put forward for
funding and is out to tender.
This particular news item on our website and Facebook provoked a number of
comments, including someone who said her grandparents met on this bridge.
Some residents are saddened that it won’t look the same, while others will be
glad the bridge is back in use for schoolchildren who have to use narrow
pavements rather than the bridge over the railway line. Another resident
suggested an idea for a fund raiser for the town should people wish to have their
names or dedications inscribed on the bridge.
In our next issue, we bring you the latest
on HS2. At a recent Town Council meeting,
Cllr. Graham Baxter proposed a motion that
a different route from Chesterfield to
Sheffield should be chosen because of the
likely traffic disruption the proposed route
will cause. He said that five bridges would
need to be raised by 5-8 ft including those
with listed status. The work could take
between 6-8 years and there is no
guarantee that the Station and the train
services would return after the works were
complete. DCS Committee Members will be
meeting with representatives from the HS2
project at the end of February and we will
keep you updated.

DCS Needs Your Help
In this issue we are asking all our members
to tell a friend, relative or neighbour about
the work of the Civic Society.
Please make use of the flyer which has a
renew/join/donate form on the back.
Membership contributions help us to
continue to fund projects around the town,
including the much needed cleaning of the
War Memorial in time for the centenary
commemorations last November.
Thank you
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The Dronfield Christmas Tree Festival—A First for the Town
It may not be the best time of year to be reminded about Christmas, but it must be said that the Festival of
Trees held at Dronfield Parish Church from the end of November until the 9th of December was truly
memorable. The 106 trees decorated by groups, businesses, associations, schools and societies brought in
more than 3000 visitors and was a demonstration of a lively, thriving community coming together to
celebrate what is so good about our town.
We had a difficult job to represent the work of the Society in tree decorations. But with a bit of creative
thinking, the end result was commendable. From knitted telephone boxes, to bird boxes, from glittery bulbs
to green belts and beneath our tree was a Christmas sack full of litter. We even had a request for one of our
knitted Peel Monuments from a resident who then made a donation to the Society.
Thank you to the organisers and we very much hope it will be repeated this year.

Top row: Drone Roses, Dronfield Footpaths Group, St Mary’s Church Unstone, Sindelfingen Town Twinning
Bottom row: Lea Brook Valley, Dronfield Heritage Trust, Dronfield Civic Society, Talking Balloons

June 22nd 2019 is National Civic Day
Civic Day is a national celebration of civic pride. The theme for this
year is once again the ‘Big Conservation Conversation’. Nationally
Conservation Areas continue to deteriorate for a number of reasons
including local authority funding cuts and lack of awareness. Research
by Historic England reveals that only 56% of those who live in a
Conservation Area knew they did.
Dronfield has three Conservation Areas:
Dronfield Conservation Area was first designated in 1971
Coal Aston Conservation Area was designated in November 1983
Dronfield Woodhouse Conservation Area was designated in May 1990
NEDDC produced a Character Statement for each one in the early
2000s. Whilst the detail about the history of the buildings remains
accurate, we suggest that in the light of current concerns, these
documents should now be revised and updated.
Further details about Civic Day coming soon
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DCS Events...March...April...May…St Andrew’s...7:30 p.m.

1989—2019
Dronfield Civic Society
Wednesday May 15th
St. Andrew’s Church
7:30 p.m.
Raffle, Renew Membership, Join
Free glass of wine & nibbles
ALL WELCOME
In March we welcome back John Lower
who will give us the latest on the
Chesterfield Canal Project. Last time
John gave a talk for the Society, he had
some memorable before and after
photographs which demonstrated the
incredible restoration work undertaken
by volunteers.

In April we are delighted that Alan
Powell, former Editor of the Sheffield
Telegraph, will give a lively insight into
the fascinating topic of newspaper
history in Sheffield.

The last event in the DCS calendar is an
evening of special celebration when we
find out the winners of the John Robert
Clough Awards and celebrate the work of
the Society with a free glass of wine.

Do join us to Hear All About It

The evening is a good opportunity to
meet the committee, join the Society or
renew membership.

We’ve had some very enjoyable evenings across our speaker programme.
Thank you to all the speakers and to those who came along to listen and ask questions.

A Message from the Membership Secretary
Dear Members, I would like to remind you that subscription charges increased some time ago. If you currently pay by
Standing Order you will need to change it as the new rates now apply. We know it is difficult without banks in town,
but you can renew your DCS membership by BACS (details below) or top-up at any of our events. Jo

It is Time to Renew your Membership for 2019-20 from April 1st
Annual membership charges are £10.00 singles, £15.00 couples/families and £25.00 for small businesses/schools and associations.
Life membership remains at £60.00 single and £100.00 joint.
Membership Secretary Josephine Wright will be pleased to receive your cheque payable to: Dronfield Civic Society
Please send to: Mrs J Wright DCS Membership Secretary 11 Moorgate Crescent, Dronfield S18 1YF
For any membership queries you can contact Jo on dcsmembership@gmail.com
To make a payment by BACS, our sort code is 60-40-09 and account number 09430342.

Please renew my membership of Dronfield Civic Society from 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020
Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Email………………………………………………………………………………….
Membership: (please circle)

Single

Couple/Family

Business/School/Association

I enclose a cheque made payable to Dronfield Civic Society for £………………..
Members receive reduced price entry to DCS talks and either a quarterly e-newsletter or a printed copy.
PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AS IT SAVES THE COST OF POSTAGE AND PRINTING
If you would like to become a sponsor of Dronfield Civic Society
please contact us at enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk for
further details.

Dronfield Civic Society is sponsored by Stauff
UK Ltd. Experts in the UK hydraulic industry
since 1977 www.stauff.co.uk
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