
Nor has the Inspector referenced any 
changes to proposed developments on 
two Green Belt sites in Killamarsh 
where developers have already  
submitted a planning application for 397 
houses at Westthorpe, generating scores 
of objections by local residents.   
Spokesperson for Dronfield Green Belt 
Residents’ Group, Dr Lynne Gadsden, 
said: 

“It’s great news that large areas of 
Green Belt in our district are going to be 
protected from unnecessary  
development. This was a massive  
undertaking for us as laypeople, without 
the resources of the Council and  
Developers. We pulled together as a 
team, read into the plans extensively and 
translated the concerns of thousands of 
local residents into technical arguments. 
These centred around balancing housing 
needs of the district with the important 
functions of the Green Belt and the  
infrastructure needed to ensure growing 
communities are supported. We also 
worked alongside Dronfield Civic Society 
as they have invaluable understanding of 
planning matters.” 

Mr John Harvey, former Chair of the  
Civic Society added:  “The Inspector’s 
ruling on the Coal Aston site reflects the 
detailed arguments we put forth at the 
hearings and we’re delighted that the 
Moss Valley Conservation Area will be 
preserved for the enjoyment of present 
and future members of our local  
community.   We’ll continue to work  
together regards the Shakespeare site, 
infrastructure and affordable housing 
provision across the district.” 
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GREEN BELT LAND SAVED FROM DEVELOPMENT  

IN DRONFIELD AND ECKINGTON 

North East Derbyshire District  
Council has been directed to make  
substantial changes to its controversial 
Local Plan, in an Interim Report  
released on February 18th by  
Independent Inspector, Sarah Housden 
BA (Hons) BPI MRTPI.   

It follows three weeks of Public Hearings 
held in November 2018 when local  
campaigners from Dronfield, Eckington 
and Killamarsh joined forces to share 
research and speak at every session.   
A fuller report is expected following  
further Hearings in March. 

The Inspector has ruled against Council 
proposals for 200 houses off Eckington 
Road in Coal Aston, Dronfield stating 
that it would cause harm to the  
openness of the Green Belt and to the 
Moss Valley Conservation Area.   

Plans for 400 houses off Ash Crescent in  
Eckington have also been out-ruled as, 
“Development would cause material 
harm to Green Belt openness and would 
constitute a significant incursion of the 
built-up area into the open countryside 
to the south of Eckington.”   

A development, initially for 235 houses, 
on Green Belt below Shakespeare  
Crescent in Dronfield is to be scaled 
down to two fields bordered by Burns 
Drive, Southfield Mount and Chesterfield 
Road, to maintain separation between 
Dronfield and Unstone. Road access to 
new houses at this site also needs to be 
clarified.  Currently, a smaller Green Belt  
development of 40 houses at Stubley in 
Dronfield has not been challenged by 
the Inspector. 

 

 

 Eckington resident, Jeremy Kenyon,  
welcomed the Inspector’s ruling on the 
Eckington site, having raised concerns 
about the urbanisation of the  
countryside, impact on local traffic and 
medical services at the hearings.  “I’m 
pleased that arguments against the  
unnecessary loss of Green Belt were  
heeded, “ he added. 

However, many people are baffled by the 
lack of similar protection given to the 
Green Belt sites in Killamarsh in these 
initial findings.  A number of arguments 
presented at the hearings by Chairperson 
of Killamarsh Residents Against  
Greenbelt Erosion, Paul Johnson, were 
also applied to other sites.  He expressed, 
“huge disappointment” and stated, “The 
openness of the large Westthorpe site 
bears similarities to other Green Belt 
sites, so it’s very hard to see why the  
Inspector’s initial findings are so different 
for Killamarsh. We’re awaiting the final 
report and exploring remaining options.” 

A six-week public consultation on the 
Inspector’s modifications is expected 
after the completion of hearings in 
March.  Dr Gadsden and Mr Harvey are  
urging local residents to have their say 
during the forthcoming public  
consultation and planning application 
stages.  

To read the Interim Report, here’s the 
link: http://www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/
images/Repository/E/ED65-NEDDC-Inspector-
Interim-Finding-18.2.19-
Final2.pdffbclid=IwAR2epR1OnZp8-
SSaBfxr40E0uCnDjKckcupqQXhMk-riLo5XI-
74SuLlqrk 

For more information: http: www.dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk/ and  
https://dronfieldgreenbelt.wordpress.com/  You can follow the two groups on Facebook or 
email enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk or  dronfieldgreenbelt@outlook.com  
where you can also join a mailing list to receive updates.  
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