
It helps us to save on postage and printing costs if you can receive this newsletter by email, so please let us have your current email address. 

YOUR CIVIC SOCIETY RELIES ON VOLUNTEERS WHO HELP TO KEEP OUR TOWN AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE.  

HELP US TO KEEP THIS SHARED SPACE BEAUTIFUL FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.  JOIN US! 

We now have  
opportunities for those 

who can’t commit to 
coming to every  

committee meeting or 
event to help us as 

‘support volunteers’.   
If you have an interest 

in planning, traffic 
calming, organising 

litter picks or ideas for  
rejuvenating the town 
centre, please consider 

joining us. 

Through this 
newsletter we like to 

share views and  
comments from  

readers on the topics 
we cover.  So drop us a 
line to the address on 
the header and tell us 

what you think. 
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Dronfield Civic Society had its 30th birthday last month as an organisation caring for the 
local environment.  We marked this milestone with a new Chairman, new members  
joining our committee and an evening of special celebration. 

We said goodbye to John Fletcher who has been Chair of the Society for two years.  John 
felt it was time to step down when he moved to Totley last September.  He has worked  
tirelessly for the Society during his time on the Committee and as Chair.  We express our 
thanks to John and wish him well for the future. 

John Hinchcliffe has taken over as Chair in addition to his secretarial duties.  Jo Wright who 
is Membership Secretary will take on the additional role as Minutes Secretary.   
We welcome new Committee Members to the Society. Former Mayor Philip Wright has  
taken a huge interest in our work and has been invited to join the committee to foster links 
between the Civic Society and the Town Council.  David Meechan, Paul Parkin and Martin 
Hanrahan have also joined us.  Two are newly elected Councillors.  Martin and David 
worked with us at the Local Plan Hearings. 

We now look forward to taking the Society into the next decade.  It will be challenging with 
a potential large increase in the number of houses in the town, the implications of the spur 
line for HS2 and the national trend in the retail sector which is being felt in the Civic Centre. 

In this issue we feature our hugely successful big litter pick, discuss the future of the  
Bowshaw Barrier and provide an update on the Local and Neighbourhood Plans.  

The Civic Society events will start again in September.  Enjoy the summer! 

Dronfield Civic Society 
Caring for our local environment for 30 years 

Web:   www.dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk Email:   enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk 

An Evening of Special Celebration—Meet the Winners 
This year, because of the diversity of the nominations, it was extremely difficult to select an overall winner.   

So we decided that all those nominated were winners in their own particular way in the 2019 John Robert Clough Awards. 
See inside for more details 

Congratulations! 

Pete & Sara from the Royal Oak Millthorpe 
Hall Barn Garden Volunteers 
Edward from the Barbershop 
Dronfield Green Belt Residents’ Group 
A representative for Paul & Vicki Moss, Elm Tree 
Farm, Summerley 
The organisers of the Dronfield Christmas Tree 
Festival 

 Dronfield Station 
Jane Singleton 

Issue 35 
June 2019 

Welcome to the June newsletter  
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The Controversial Bowshaw Barrier 
The Bowshaw Barrier has been with us for at least seven years. It 
cost in the region of £15,000 and was an experiment to see whether 
it would make drivers slow down because their view was obstructed 
by it as they entered the roundabout at the bottom of the dual  
carriageway.  A few saplings were planted next to it to eventually 
provide a natural screen to disguise it and ultimately replace it.   
Seven years on, while we’re all still waiting for the vegetation to 
grow, the Barrier has predictably become the target for graffiti. 
In short, the Bowshaw Barrier is now a dreadful and unnecessary  
eyesore.  According to a FOI request,  we discovered it hasn’t made 
any difference to accident figures, although this is not conclusive.   

Strictly speaking, it is not on our patch being beyond the Dronfield 
boundary, but for commuters using this route, it is a daily eyesore 
which urbanises the approach to our town.  So is it time to remove 
it?  Here’s a few of the comments we received on Facebook. 

“Maybe we can get some green paint and spruce it up.” 

“How blocking the driver’s view is a good idea has always been  
beyond me.” 

“I complained when it was erected and will put my name to any  
petition to get it moved.” 

“It really brings the area down as it is such an eyesore.” 

“Was it cheaper than looking after trees and bushes?” 

DCS contacted DCC Highways about the barrier.  The Highway  
Inspector advised that as the graffiti was not offensive, it would be 
removed during the summer lane closures for annual maintenance 
on the dual carriageways. We were not entirely satisfied with this so 
followed up with further emails with the outcome that some sections 
at the Sheffield end are likely to be removed, more vegetation  
planted in front of the rest and the graffiti will be removed.  A  
number of people have worked towards what would seem to be a 
relatively successful outcome. 

Not a pretty sight from any angle. DCS has taken the 
matter up with the Local Authority to see what can be 

done about the Bowshaw Barrier.   

A complete waste of public money 

take it down 

The sooner it is removed, the better 

views 

It doesn’t stop people from speedIng 

up to the roundabout 

The Local Plan—What Happens Now? 

The Neighbourhood Plan Under Scrutiny 

NEDDC has recently seen a change in administration at a time when the Labour Local Plan is part way 
through the examination process.  The new Leader of the Council, Cllr Martin Thacker, explained at a Full 
Council Meeting that as part of delivering on their manifesto, the Local Plan is now paused pending a full 
review and consideration of the options.  The new Council remain committed to protecting all Green Belt and 
will look at reducing the housing target to a more sustainable level.  Whilst we welcome a review of the 
Green Belt allocations, an authority without a Local Plan in place or with an out of date plan means that  
developers can challenge decisions at appeal and are sometimes granted permission to build in unplanned 
locations.  This has resulted in areas, identified as settlement gaps in the proposed plan, being built on in the 
south of the county, which has enraged residents as much as proposals to take Green Belt have angered 
those in the northern towns.    Council meetings are now being live-streamed to increase transparency.   
You can view the first meeting which took place on 20th May on YouTube. 

The Dronfield Neighbourhood Plan is in the process of being scrutinised by a planning inspector following a  
six-week consultation period.  The Civic Society responded to the consultation, supporting the Plan which 
resists development on the Green Belt and favours sustainable growth on windfall and brownfield sites first.  

The Plan is well-presented, clear and represents the views of residents gathered through a comprehensive, inclusive  
engagement process.  We support the emphasis on protecting, and wherever possible, enhancing Dronfield’s green and open 
spaces, conserving Dronfield’s identity and celebrating the town’s heritage.  Once examined and submitted back to NEDDC, any 
modifications from the Inspector have to be considered before adoption can take place.  The Neighbourhood Plan also has to 
go through a local referendum process.  You can read our full submission on the Neighbourhood Plan on our website.  It is now 
more likely that the Neighbourhood Plan process will proceed to adoption before the Local Plan which is a more advantageous 
position for the town. 
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Balancing Conservation & Regeneration—The Alma 
In the last newsletter we debated the issues around the need to achieve a 
balance between conservation and regeneration.  It can often be a bit of a 
battle ground whether to preserve and protect or whether to develop a site 
for much needed housing and inevitably lose the historic significance.   

A classic example of this is an area known as the Alma which stretches from 
Snape Hill to Holmley Lane.  Named after a battle in the Crimean War which 
took place on 20th September 1854, the Alma developed  above the valley 
floor as an area of Victorian terraced housing. 

DCS committee members can’t agree on what the future of the Alma should 
be.  Some feel that the area is being wasted in its unkempt state, being used 
by a few dog walkers when it offers a central location which could  
accommodate a number of houses on a brownfield site.  Others feel that we 
should still honour the deed by the Lucas Family who ‘gifted’ the Alma to the 
town of Dronfield as a green space for recreation. 

But can a compromise be reached where some of the land is used for  
housing whilst still retaining part of it for recreation?  The footprint of the 
houses occupied only a relatively small part of the 10,538 square yards of 
the Alma site.  The area is clearly a challenge for the Town Council to  
manage and maintain because of access difficulties and the steeply sloping 
nature of the land.  The Civic Society feel it would be possible to build on the  
former footprint of the houses and still have considerable open space for 
recreational use.  What are your views on the Alma site?  Conservation or 
regeneration—or a bit of both? 

Retained for recreation or put to use as a  
brownfield site for affordable homes? 

DCS Takes the Lead on Signage 
Monitoring signage comes under the remit of any civic society.   
Signs come in all shapes and sizes and they are designed to attract our  
attention.  But what is legal signage and what is not? 

Illegal signs are those posted on telephone boxes by a visiting circus.  They 
are banners hung across the front of buildings.  They are A-frames on  
pavements which cause an obstruction for  pedestrians.  They are signs fixed 
to street furniture which cause a distraction for drivers. 
There are strict rules about the size of signs and their positioning.   There are 
signage regulations relating to heritage features or in Conservation Areas.  
There are regulations about the length of time a sign can be displayed for or 
how long before an event a sign can be displayed.  The approval of the local 
authority should be sought before a sign is erected and the local authority 
may want details of all the places the sign will be displayed.   
Surely this is enough to deter any illegal advertising.  But the examples we 
have photographed over the years suggest not, because often the  
advertisers do not realise they are committing an offence.   

DCS has drawn together examples of both legal and illegal signage seen in 
the town and produced a document based on national guidance for signage.   
The document is a useful guide to provide clarity for those who organise 
events, advertise their business and work within the Conservation Areas.   

We have submitted the ‘civic society guide for the town’ to the Town  
Council to support and accompany the Neighbourhood Plan, and to the  
District Council. 

All outdoor advertisements must comply with five ‘standard conditions’.  They must be kept clean and tidy, be kept in a safe 
condition, have the permission of the owner of the site on which they are displayed, which includes the Highway Authority if the 
sign is to be placed on highway land, not obscure, or hinder the interpretation of, official road, rail, waterway or aircraft signs, 
or otherwise make hazardous the use of these types of transport, and be removed carefully where so required by the planning 
authority. 

Do you know which signs are legal and  
which are illegal? 

Did You Know? 
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DCS Meeting with HS2/Arup Representatives 
At the end of February, DCS committee members met with Steven Lee, 
Andy Reid and Richard Pollard to learn more about the HS2 engagement 
process and the implications of the scheme for the local landscape, built 
historic environment and railway corridor. 

It was extremely reassuring to note the level of detail being recorded 
about local features in this early stage of the process and the truly genuine 
interest in allowing community groups like ours to engage. 

Of importance to us is Phase 2b of the project, and in particular the 
MML02 section from Brierley Bridge south of Unstone Green through 
Dronfield.  Before the summer of 2020 when the ‘hybrid Bill’ goes before 
Parliament, design plans will provide us with the detail about how our 
1870s railway will be altered for the future. 

Visually Unstone Viaduct will be impacted.  Bridges may have to be jacked 
or reconstructed and tracks may have to be lowered which brings its own 
problem as in the main, the route follows the valley bottom. 

Aside from the steel masts, overhead wires, transformer stations and work 
compounds there is another side to HS2 which proposes no net loss in  
biodiversity through a programme of enhancement to create new  
woodlands, trails, footpaths and green corridors for better connectivity 
and increased networking capacity. 

DCS SPONSORS PLANTER AT DRONFIELD STATION 

There has long been a close relationship between 
DCS and FoDS.  Our railway station is extremely 
well looked after by many volunteers and it is 
particularly good to see that businesses, societies 
and groups make donations towards keeping the 
planters on the platforms looking beautiful. 

We have recently renewed our support for the 
next five years, demonstrated by a new poster on 
our planter.  It has a railway art style and depicts 
two aspects of our work.  We encourage young 
people to take an interest in the natural  
environment through the Bird Box Project and we 
demonstrate our interest in heritage through the 
restoration of the remaining K6 telephone boxes 
in the town. 

Next time you are at the station, look out for the 
DCS poster and planter on Platform 2. 

HS2 will undertake further design of the route, 
including Environmental Impact Assessment and 
design of mitigation measures.  This will include 
further engagement and consultation with 
stakeholders. 
The hybrid Bill seeks permission to construct and 
operate the railway.  Parliament considers public 
objections, makes recommendations for how the 
scheme should change, and votes on the Bill. 

Signs of Improvement 

One of the roles of a Civic Society is to consider the  
appropriateness of signage, particularly in Conservation Areas.  
Through discussions with the Dronfield Heritage Trust, we have 
donated £500 towards improved signage at the High Street 
entrance of Hall Barn.  We think the new sign improves the 
local street scene and is more appropriate for the Barn as a 
prestigious centre for Heritage and the Arts. 

A similar request for help towards funding a new noticeboard 
at the Parish Church was made to DCS to replace several 
boards with just one by the Lychgate.  We have provided a 
contribution of £500 towards this, now that the necessary  
permissions of the diocese have been secured.  



5 

John Robert Clough Award Winners 2019 

This year we had an amazing variety of nominations.   

Elm Tree Farm has been built using quality materials and with interesting  
architectural detail, upon the site of former derelict farm buildings to improve this 
part of rural  Summerley.  
The first Dronfield Christmas Tree Festival brought clubs, societies, businesses,  
associations and schools together to create a wonderful display in the Parish Church.  
This was a ‘good for the town’ event, attracting visitors in their thousands. 
The Royal Oak Millthorpe was a pub facing closure until Sara and Peter took over and 
refurbished its interior in true country style.  Then they set about creating an excellent 
locally-sourced menu including Sunday lunches. 
Hall Barn Garden Volunteers have transformed this space in the centre of town  
behind Hall Barn.  They turn up whatever the weather to rake, hoe, spike, plant, tend 
and construct interesting features such as arches, paths, walls and seats.  The  
volunteers also fund raise for future improvements to the gardens. 
Dronfield Green Belt Residents’ Group worked tirelessly to challenge aspects of the 
NEDDC Local Plan which allocated areas of Green Belt for housing development.   
Co-ordinated by Dr Lynne Gadsden, the group took part in consultations, organised a 
petition, attended the Hearing Sessions and helped residents who were disadvantaged 
by the complexity of the consultation process. 
Edward’s Barbershop has an unusual, environmentally friendly interior created by the 
Barber, Edward Brookes.  It is made from recycled wood, and cost him nothing at all. 
 

The nominations for the John Robert Clough Awards were: 
Elm Tree Farm, Summerley  
The Royal Oak, Millthorpe 

The Dronfield Christmas Tree Festival  
Hall Barn Garden Volunteers  

The Dronfield Green Belt Residents’ Group 
Edward’s Barbershop 

Environment & Community Project of the Year 

Exceptional Community Project 

Local Inn Revival & Refurbishment New Build of the Year 

Exceptional Community Project 

Recycled Innovative Interior 

Spectacular..Exceptional..Innovative..Sympathetic..Community..Environment..Recycled..Revival..New..Refurbished.. 

We’ve never had such a wide variety 
of nominations as for the 2019 JRC 

Awards.  They were all worthy winners 
in their own particular way.  From new 

build to refurbishment, from  
community to environment, from the 
exceptional to the truly spectacular. 

Nominations for 2020 begin next  
January and run until the end of 

March.  So have a good look around 
Dronfield and district and use the  

form on our website to nominate a 
group, project or individual.  You don’t 

have to be a member to make a  
nomination, but we do need a short 

explanation about why you think they 
are worthy of an award.  If you can 

include a photograph to  
accompany your nomination, that 

would be good too. 

The Awards were made at the Special Evening of Celebration held on 15th May.   
Photographs of the presentation of certificates are on our website. 
www.dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk 

Well done to the winners and thank you to the judging panel of Rev Peter Bold, Paul 
Parkin, Robert Ward and Mayor Philip Wright.  Thank you to Judith Vernier for  
receiving the nominations and organising the judging. 
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The Great British Spring Clean  

The Great British Spring Clean, a national campaign, which ran from 22nd March 
until 23rd April, highlighted the increasing problem of litter.  The Civic Society took 
part to raise awareness about the problem of litter locally.  Our town suffers from a 
number of litter hotspots.  One is the Unstone-Dronfield Lay-by. 

On Sunday April 7th more than 20 volunteers came along to tackle the lay-by and 
the adjacent field.  The sheer quantity of rubbish collected in the space of a couple of 
hours was quite shocking. 

Most of it was fast food packaging, plastic and glass bottles, cans and a random  
collection of other items including part of a fireplace, a computer power supply, a 
‘For Sale’ sign and a toilet bowl. 

It was great to see students and younger citizens getting involved and thanks to 
three Town Councillors for lending support. 

Mill Lane is another hotspot which suffers from fast food packaging waste, plastic 
bottles and cans.  It is often frequented by students from nearby Henry Fanshawe 
School at lunch times.  We have written to the Head asking for co-operation from 
students to keep Mill Lane attractive for other users. 

The area behind Cliffe Park seems to attract glass Vodka bottles and bags of dog 
waste left on paths and hung from trees. If you think an area needs a dog waste bin, 
take the matter up with the town or parish council. 

In March, vandalism and littering occurred at Dronfield Railway Station.  Many  
volunteers give their time to keep the station looking beautiful by painting fences, 

maintaining the beds, borders and planters as well as keeping the 
waiting shelters clean and litter free.  It was disappointing to note 
that on the evening of Saturday 23rd acts of vandalism included 
setting fire to the waste bag and scattering train tickets inside one of 
the shelters.   The incident was reported to the police and railway 
operators. 

Thank you to all those who took part in the  
Great British Spring Clean 2019. 

We were delighted to see Abi Merritt clearing litter on Dronfield Bottom for the Great 
British Spring Clean.  Residents seen litter picking are a great advert for promoting civic 
pride and encouraging others to join in.   

Be part of 

our next pick 
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Our last newsletter provoked a number of comments and suggestions across a mix of topics.  
Thank you for your feedback.   

 Member Sheila Pyke commented on the item about the Virgin Media boxes as she noted 
on a visit to California that similar boxes have been turned into very attractive features 
through artistic makeovers.  A suggestion was made about whether it would be possible 
to do something similar in our part of the world.  Perhaps Virgin Media could sponsor a 
local art competition involving students from Henry Fanshawe School. 
Virgin Media is looking at a number of techniques to disguise their street cabinets  
including painting them a different colour and wrapping them in  a special vinyl-based 
pattern to match their surroundings.   

 Member David Blackburn responded to our piece about whether a crossing is needed on 
the High St.  David doesn’t see a problem with the visibility issue, if positioned near to the 
busiest point at the top of the High St because appropriate signage giving advance  
warning should mean increased awareness of a crossing and a reduced vehicle speed at 
that point. 
DCC has agreed to undertake updated vehicle and pedestrian counts on the High Street. 

 David also commented on the poor state of the public realm in the Conservation Area.  
The pavements are too narrow and in bad repair for many users.  Large delivery vehicles 
often cause problems for pedestrians.  Perhaps there should be a restriction on the use of 
large delivery vehicles or a potential one-way or directional priority system.  Wider  
pavements for pedestrians would narrow the road and also help to reduce the speed of 
vehicles on the High Street.  We are pleased to note that some pavement resurfacing has 
taken place recently. 
We continue to monitor the state of the public realm through Conservation Area Audits. 

 A former DCS Chairman John Harvey would like an independent consultant to look at the 
possibilities and potential solutions for the High Street.   
Currently Civic Voice, the national charity for the Civic Movement is encouraging good 
design and credible planning solutions because of the poor condition of many High 
Streets and Conservation Areas. 

Demolition and Redevelopment—The Gladys Buxton Centre 
During the Local Plan consultation process, the former Gladys Buxton school site was 
put forward by many residents as an ideal brownfield, sustainable location for  
affordable housing.  Occupying a central location within the town boundary, it is close to 
a medical centre, schools, shops and public transport facilities.  Whilst those who live 
near to the site might not wish to see ‘infill’ on the playing fields, there is overwhelming 
support for the prioritisation of ‘windfall’ residential opportunities before any land in 
less sustainable locations is removed from the Green Belt. 

The DCC owned buildings have come to the end of their lifespan and are unfit for  
purpose.  A planning application has been approved for their demolition and the  
breaking up and removal of the concrete bases before final landscaping works take 
place.  The work will take about a month to complete beginning on the 17th June. 

DCC is selling off 1.23 hectares (3 acres) which will accommodate about 40 houses.  This 
appears to be the area where the existing buildings are together with a small area of 
grass and trees beyond but it does not include the playing fields which belong to  
Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School and which have an educational covenant on them. 

The NEDDC Local Plan is proposing more houses for Dronfield over the next fifteen years.  
Many schools are over-subscribed on tiny 
sites where further expansion is  
impossible.   

DCS Talking Points 

Right: Image showing the For Sale plot of the 
former Gladys Buxton Centre site from: https://
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/business/corporate-
property/estates/premises-for-sale/oakhill-road-
dronfield/oakhill-road-dronfield.aspx 

What do you think the site 
should be used for?   

Something similar to Gosforth 
Fields at the former Gosforth 

School site perhaps? 

Should the playing fields remain 
as they are and provide much 

needed green space for  
recreation? 

Should a new Primary School be 
built on the playing fields? 

 



 

Annual membership charges are £10.00 singles, £15.00 couples/families and £25.00 for small businesses/schools and associations.   

Life membership remains at £60.00 single and £100.00 joint.   

  Membership Secretary Josephine Wright will be pleased to receive your cheque payable to: Dronfield Civic Society 

Please send to:  Mrs J Wright  DCS Membership Secretary  11 Moorgate Crescent, Dronfield  S18 1YF 

For any membership queries you can contact Jo on dcsmembership@gmail.com 

   To make a payment by BACS, our sort code is 60-40-09 and account number 09430342. 

Please renew my membership of Dronfield Civic Society from 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020 

Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                 Email…………………………………………………………………………………. 

                 Membership: (please circle)         Single         Couple/Family        Business/School/Association 

                 I enclose a cheque made payable to Dronfield Civic Society for £……………….. 

Members receive reduced price entry to DCS talks and either a quarterly e-newsletter or a printed copy. 
PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AS IT SAVES THE COST OF POSTAGE AND PRINTING 

Dronfield Civic Society is sponsored by Stauff 
UK Ltd. Experts in the UK hydraulic industry 
since 1977 www.stauff.co.uk 

If you would like to become a sponsor of Dronfield Civic Society 
please contact us at enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk for  
further details. 
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Renew your Membership for 2019-20 from April 1st 

June 22nd 2019 is National Civic Day 
National Civic Day is an opportunity to celebrate what is good about where we live and to 
raise awareness of what could be improved.  We are promoting the Society in our 30th year 
on this special day.  Drop by and chat about what matters to you in Dronfield.  We’ll be on 
the car park of the Blue Stoops, High Street from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. where you can voice your 
concerns across a number of topics including: the state of the Civic Centre, traffic issues, 
heritage, the environment and the Local Plan. 

See you on Civic Day and thank you Blue Stoops for allowing us the use of your car park. 

See you at the Stoops! 

DCS Events for the Autumn Season 

We are currently putting together a programme of events for the autumn season.  Full details will be in 
the next newsletter and on our website. 

 Dronfield is generally regarded as a low crime area.  But no doubt we can all think of issues, or even offences that are  
committed in the town relating to speeding vehicles, pavement parking,  

acts of vandalism and anti-social behaviour. 

In October it is the turn of the Peel Centre Team to organise the speaker for the Annual Dronfield 
Lecture.  You may remember that Lee Rowley MP was invited by DCS to give the lecture last year.  
This year the chosen speaker is the Police and Crime Commissioner; an elected official tasked with 
setting out the way crime is tackled in Derbyshire.  The previous Commissioner, Alan Charles, gave an 
excellent presentation to DCS a few years ago with a lively Q&A afterwards.  

Hardyal Dhindsa, who worked with Alan as Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner stepped into the 
role in 2016.   He previously worked as a probation officer prior to the appointment as Deputy  
Director to the Nottingham Crime and Drugs Partnership to combat the negative social and criminal 
impact of drugs and alcohol abuse; prioritising community safety and reducing crime.  He has visited 
every part of Derbyshire to listen to the concerns of local people during his term of office. 

If you have any concerns relating to crime in Dronfield, why not come along and join in the Q&A  
session after the lecture?  Confirmation of date and time coming soon.  Please note that this event 

will be held at the Peel Centre. 

 


