
It helps us to save on postage and printing costs if you can receive this newsletter by email, so please let us have your current email address. 

Dronfield Civic Society 
Caring for our local environment since 1989 

Web:   www.dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk Email:   enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk 

YOUR CIVIC SOCIETY RELIES ON VOLUNTEERS WHO HELP TO KEEP OUR TOWN AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE.  
HELP US TO KEEP THIS SHARED SPACE BEAUTIFUL FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.  JOIN US! 

If you are a member 
and would like to join 
our committee, please 

get in touch. 

New people bring fresh 
ideas; so whether you 

enjoy practical projects 
or paperwork,  

involvement with local 
schools or want to help 

out at monthly talks, 
please come forward. 

Through this 
newsletter we like to 

share views and  
comments from our 

members.  So drop us a 
line to the address on 

the header. John Hinchcliffe—Chairman 
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Welcome to the September newsletter   Local Woods in Autumn 
Jane Singleton 

 

 Manor Stables—a DCS Exclusive 

We’re ready to start a new season in the DCS year with three very interesting events.  In  
September we host a talk about the reintroduction of salmon into the River Don which was once 
one of the most polluted stretches of waterway in Europe.  In October the Peel Centre Team has 
invited the Derbyshire Police and Crime Commissioner to give the Annual Dronfield Lecture.  For 
those who like history with a local connection, the November event is the story of Arbella Stuart, 
granddaughter of Bess of Hardwick, who spent her childhood years at Hardwick Hall being  
educated as a princess.  Her latter years were spent imprisoned in the Tower of London.  Do join us 
for these events if you can. 

We had a thoroughly enjoyable time on Civic Day in June chatting to people about what is good and 
what is not so good about our town.  Many of you shared a few thoughts about the state of the 
Civic Centre and the need to make the High Street safer for pedestrians. 

Having purchased our third K6 telephone box in early 2019, committee members David and Robert 
did a great job renovating it in spring.  We received many comments and thanks on social media as 
well as a request to turn the kiosk on Falcon Road, which we restored in 2015, into a mini library.  
David kitted it out with five shelves for the books, and through Facebook we engaged two  
volunteers who live nearby to monitor it.  We hope it will be a valued local resource. 

Following a request to the new administration at NEDDC, we were allowed access to the Manor 
Farm Stables behind the Library before building work commences.  We were amazed by comments 
on social media which suggested very few residents knew of their existence.  There was   
overwhelming opinion that the Stables should remain intact and be given a future use for the  
enjoyment of all residents and visitors to the town. 

An amazing piece of the town’s  
heritage, hidden from public 
view for years, can now be 
shared.   

The Civic Society put in a  
request to the new  
administration at NEDDC, for 
access to the Manor Stables to 
create a photographic record 
for the town. 

The visit took place in early  
July when Committee members 
were joined by members of the 
Old Dronfield Society and a 
former Chairman of the Society 
John Harvey, who co-ordinates 
a history research group at the 
Barn. 

For further information and 
photographs see page 4.  Our 
website has more images as 
well as a video capturing many 
of the interior details of the 
Stables. 
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Restoring the Last K6 in Town 

There’s a wonderful sense of achievement in restoring a piece of history.  The K6 is an iconic British feature of the local street 
scene.  They shouldn’t be left to degrade or be a target for vandalism.  This particular K6 was rescued just in the nick of time 
as BT had decommissioned it ready for removal.  We felt we needed to step in and restore it so that it can be enjoyed by  
residents today and for future residents of Dronfield.  The Holmesdale kiosk was made by Carron Company Stirlingshire, one 
of five foundries in Scotland making this particular kiosk designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott in 1935.  It was also known as the 
Jubilee Kiosk to commemorate the Silver Jubilee of King George V. 

The kiosk is constructed of cast iron sections, bolted together on a concrete base.  Three sides of the kiosk are glazed, with 
eight rows of three panes; a wide central pane and two outer, narrow panes.  The door is teak with a metal ‘cup’ handle.  
The back panel has the foundry plate at the foot of the kiosk.  Kiosk interiors were a mix of chrome and Bakelite, with parcel 
shelves and space for a directory as well as advertisements and a mirror. 

Did you know that two different crowns were used on the K6?  Kiosks from 1935-1955 had the Tudor Crown.  Those installed 
after 1955 had the St Edward’s Crown. Kiosks with the later crown may have replaced an earlier K1 in the same location. 

DCS is now the proud  
owner of  another K6. 

We purchased the kiosk 
just below the  

Holmesdale shops in  
early 2019, with a view to 

restoring it in spring. 

At the end of May our  
dedicated two-man team 
of Robert and David soon 
had it sorted and looking 

as good as new. 

Well done and thank you. 

David and Robert have now renovated three K6s.  Word is getting around about their expertise.  We were pleased to be contacted by a 
lady in Barlow asking for information about which paint to use on the K6 which has been a book swap there for a few years.  In return 
David asked how successful the Book Exchange had been.  Irene said that it has proved very popular.  People take or donate as they wish.  
The only problem is those who leave other items.  If you would like to see a particularly pristine K6, have a look at the box near the Royal 
Oak in Millthorpe.  Another recently renovated K6 is on the triangle of green opposite the Devonshire Arms in Handley. 

Left: Tudor Crown on the Holmesdale & 
Falcon Road kiosks.   

Right: St Edward’s Crown on the K6 in 
Hundall and Unstone.  The Unstone kiosk 

replaced an earlier K1 box. 

Below left: K1 at Crich Tramway Museum. 

Work on this K6 sparked a good deal of  
engagement and comment on Facebook.  One 
follower asked whether we would consider  
making one of our other kiosks into a mini  
library.  Committee took the decision to trial it 
and the proposer together with another  
Facebook follower  volunteered to be monitors 
and ‘watch our box’.  Read the full story on page 
five. 
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Let’s Talk About The Town 

The sun shone for us on Civic Day as residents and visitors aired and shared their  
views about our town.  So what did we learn about traffic, the  

Conservation Areas and how to regenerate a declining Civic Centre? 

Many thanks to all those who came along and supported us; to the Blue Stoops for allowing us to use  
their car park and to the Barn for the loan of the gazebo. 

The Civic Society has produced a  
discussion document which brings  
together ideas from a number of sources 
including the Regeneration Framework 
by OPUN for the District Council in 2015 
and work on traffic calming  
commissioned by the Civic Society in 
2011.  Added to this are the views,  
suggestions and ideas we collected on 
Civic Day, from pedestrianizing High 
Street to having an underground car park 
under the Civic Square.  

The document will be available to view in 
pdf format on a new Library page on our 
website.  The page also has a number of 
other useful publications for reference, 
including the Character Statements for 
the three Conservation Areas produced 
by the District Council in the early 2000s, 
the latest update on Stage 2b of HS2 and 
the Heritage Statement for the Timber 
Ramp Bridge. 

The Government, via Historic England, has announced a new £44 million fund to 
breathe new life into high streets located in conservation areas.  Ian Harvey,  
Executive Director of Civic Voice  said, “ I am sure civic societies across England will 
welcome this announcement.  Any extra funding to support appraisals,  
management plans and regeneration projects will only be welcomed.”   The total 
funding pot is £62 million and includes: £44 million to create dozens of High Street 
Heritage Action Zones, £3 million from the National Lottery Heritage Fund to  
support a cultural programme to engage people in the life and history of their high 
streets and £15 million from the Architectural Heritage Fund to support social  
enterprise organisations to take ownership of and bring back into use buildings of 
local importance such as libraries, theatres and shops. 

The project must be delivered with demonstrable support of the local community.   

Some of the key points to come out of the event were just how busy High Street 
is with a constant flow of vehicles amounting to 42 during a five minute survey.  
Many vehicles were using High Street to access the main road via Soaper Lane.  
More vehicles were turning down Soaper Lane than continuing onto Church 
Street. 

There was a wedding on at Hall Barn at the same time.  Some guests from other 
parts of the country were very interested in the history of the town and in  
particular the Peel Monument.  Perhaps an information panel about the  
monument and other important historic buildings should be given consideration. 

Generally people felt that the issues with the Civic Centre, including empty units 
and charity shops are connected with the high rents and business rates as well as 
the loss of the town banks. 

We should make more of 
our Monument.   

It shouldn’t just be a traffic 
island. 

 

The rates and rents are too 
high to sustain businesses 

in the Civic Centre. 

There should be a 
safe place to cross 

the High Street. 

 

The town has a lot to 
offer in terms of its 

heritage. 
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Manor Farm Stables 
If you look back at past issues of 
our newsletter you will note that 
we have had a keen interest in 
the Manor Farm complex behind 
the Library—formerly the Manor 
House.  The Farm House, Stables 
and Cart Shed are not listed but 
they date back to the 1880s.  
The interior of the Stables is  
particularly important as it still 
retains many of the original  
interior detail and fittings. 

The previous administration at 
NEDDC had plans drawn up for 
the site to be developed by the  
Northwood Group.  The plans 
were for conversion of the  
stables and farm house into 
apartments with semi-detached 
and detached properties on the 
existing car park. With the work 
appearing to be imminent, we 
put in a request to the  previous 
administration at NEDDC to  
allow us access to create a  
photographic record for the 
town archive.  We were refused 
on grounds of health and safety, 
although a photographic record 
was stipulated in the planning 
conditions which we had  
requested in our comments on 
the application. 

When the new administration 
came in after the local elections, 
we were allowed to visit  in early 
July.  It was a real step-back-in-
time experience to observe the 
stalls for the horses, the  
ironwork and stone-tiled floor. 

Grant Galloway, the  
Construction Director of 
Northwood Group explained 
that amended plans are being 
drawn up taking into account 
some of the comments received 
on the 2017 plans for the site.  
The Civic Society has been  
invited to co-ordinate with Grant 
as the new plans evolve.   

 

 

A full description from Derbyshire Historic Environment Record lists the stable as:  
“Building to the rear of the Manor House (Library), Dronfield, states: a two-storey stable building in 

the centre and a single storey, originally open-fronted, cart accommodation on the east side.  All 
buildings are constructed in coursed coal measures sandstone with stone quoin and window details.  
The cart shed to the east has a Welsh slate roof.  It (stable building) retains its original fixtures and 
fittings, with a detailed stone-tiled floor, panelled timber dividers topped with curved cast iron  
detailing and columns.  The walls within each stable bay are glazed above the wood panelling with 
hexagonal ceramic tiles in turquoise.  A timber hay-loft hatch remains above the south side stables.  
Part of the ceiling has collapsed in the south-west corner.  The building is owned by North East  
Derbyshire District Council.  In September 2012 the stables were used for storage.   
By September 2016, the property had stood empty for several years.  It is currently awaiting  
renovation for residential purposes. There is concern for the intact stable interiors.” 

In spite of the many wonderful ideas for the stables suggested to us on 
social media, it seems unlikely that they will be saved intact.   

When the amended plans are submitted, it will be important that those 
residents who feel strongly about the loss of this piece of the town’s 
heritage make their objections known to the District Council. Want to see more?  View the video on our website. 
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Queues at the Kiosk 
There are queues outside the kiosk!  This is something not seen since the days when 
a red kiosk on a street corner served an entire village. 

The Civic Society purchased the Falcon Road kiosk from BT for £1 in 2015.  We’ve 
maintained it as a heritage item of street furniture for four years.  Whilst  
renovating the kiosk at Holmesdale Road in June, we were messaged on social  
media to ask whether we would consider making it into a book exchange. 

Those who suggested the idea were willing to act as volunteers to monitor usage, 
keep it litter free and report any issues.  David Hallam made five shelves for the 
books, gave the interior a spruce up and re-painted the exterior which had become 
discoloured since the 2015 renovations.  Three discreet signs were positioned on the 
glazing panels. 

We were overwhelmed with donations of books and with the shelves filled, the K6 
Book Exchange came into its own as a new community resource on Sunday July 7th. 

We’d love to see supervised children choosing books from our kiosk and being  
engaged with the history and heritage of the K6.  Please take care as the kiosk door 
is very heavy for young children to use safely. 

Once all the shelves are full, we’d like to operate the kiosk on a bring one, take one 
basis to maintain a variety of reading material. 
With thanks to volunteers Andrea and Chris. 

There are no more K6 telephone boxes left to restore in Dronfield.  But in Unstone there 
are two, with a further one in nearby Hundall.  They are owned by Unstone Parish  
Council which is hoping to begin restoration work very soon.  Councillor Alex Dale is  
co-ordinating the project, so if you are interested and would like to help in the  
worthwhile restoration of a truly British icon, please contact us with your details and we 
will pass them onto Alex. 

Thanks to all those who commented on social media. 

“Love this idea—well preserved.  Fabulous idea!  Glad to see it put to good use.  I’ve got some books.  I will drop them off.  
I’ll be living in there.  I’ll certainly be paying a call.   Thank you to all those involved.  Lovely idea.  You’ve made a lovely job 
of restoring it.  Well done.  Hope people use it and enjoy it.  Excellent idea!  So excited about this.  It’s brilliant.”  

K6 Book Exchange—User Guide 
If the shelves are full, please do not leave books on the floor or outside the kiosk.  Leave no litter.  Please do not fix anything 
to the glazing panels.  No posters or advertising.  It is an offence to fly-post on a K6.  Only books in good condition please.  
Younger readers should be accompanied and assisted to make their selection from the lower shelf.  No magazines please. 
Andrea and Chris will regularly monitor the kiosk and report back to us any issues.   

Why not take your children or grand children on a K6 walkabout to see our other two kiosks?  If you would like to send us 
your photos at the Book Exchange and don’t mind us using them to promote the work of the Society on our website or in the 
newsletter, please do. 

The DCS Book Exchange on the corner of Falcon Road 
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Signage— Safety, Size & Siting 

The rules and regulations about signage are not as straightforward as you might 
think.  The Civic Society has recently produced a slimmed down version of a  
national publication to guide those who seek to use outdoor signage as a means 
of free advertising. The guide will be available to view on the Library page of our  
website.  It is illustrated with images which show many types of signage in many 
different locations around our town. Some are acceptable to the Local Authority; 
some aren’t. 

Why is the Civic Society concerned about signage? 

 We are concerned because some of our members have sent in  
photographs of signs which compromise pedestrian safety as they block 
narrow pavements.   

 We are concerned because some signs, when fastened to items of street 
furniture are a distraction to motorists.   

 We are concerned that some signs, because of their inappropriate design 
and size visually spoil the look of some buildings in the Conservation  
Areas. 

It is apparent that some businesses are unaware of the rules and regulations.  
There are examples where a sign is erected on the front façade of a building in 
the Conservation Area which is both inappropriate in design and which exceeds 
the allowed dimensions.   

Here is a recent example which is seeking retrospective planning permission for 
permanence for a sign which exceeds the size limit. 

Shop Fronts 
How often have you visited another 

town and thought how attractive the 
window displays and shop fronts look?  
Retaining historic detail, using period 
colours and creative window dressing 

brings visual improvement and can 
help the regeneration of an area. 

  Whilst it is evident that a number of  
businesses come and go on a regular 

basis particularly on Dronfield Bottom, 
it should perhaps be viewed as  

providing a new opportunity for  
improvement and enhancement of the 

local street scene. 

The recent closure of Smiffy’s Wine Bar  
on Chesterfield Road has brought the 
submission of a planning application 

for the alteration of the existing  
shopfront and the formation of a new  

window in the existing gable facing 
Chesterfield Road. 

Application 19/00637/FL has been  
approved, but is it appropriate for the 
Conservation Area?  Write to us and 

share your views on the topics of  
signage and shop fronts. 

We responded to application 19/00566/AD with 
this comment:  “The sign is obtrusive and not in 
keeping with the requirements of a Conservation 
Area.  If the sign had been given “deemed  
consent”, the maximum area of the sign allowed 
would have been 1.55 sqm.  This sign measures 
4.5 sqm.”  One of our members commented, “I 
object to this application for retention of a sign 
that was put up without regard to its location in a 
Conservation Area.  Its size and prominence do 
nothing to enhance the street scene.”  The sign 
has been refused permission and should be  
removed. 

https://planapps-online.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/ 

Improvement & Enhancement 
Whilst setting up for Civic Day on the Blue Stoops car park, it was noticeable just 
how much thought and effort has been applied to make this once semi-derelict 
area at the side and rear of the Stoops into an attractive outdoor space.  Let’s 
look back with a few before and after images to illustrate our point. 

Nominations to reward improvement and enhancement through the DCS John Robert 
Clough Awards begin in January 2020. 



New Season...Events...7:30 pm...Events…Autumn 
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Wednesday 18th September at  
St Andrew’s Church 

Re-introducing Salmon to the  
River Don 

Rachel Walker 

It was once one of the most polluted 
stretches of water in Europe.  After a  
significant river clean up operation, 
the Don Catchment Rivers Trust is 
working to encourage the once  
prolific salmon to return to the  
River Don.   
Don’t miss our event which will tell 
this remarkable story. 

Friday 18th October at the  
Peel Centre  

The Annual Dronfield Lecture 
The Role of the Police and Crime 

Commissioner 

This year it is the turn of the Peel 
Centre Team to organise the  
Dronfield Lecture.  The speaker is the 
Police and Crime Commissioner; an 
elected official tasked with setting 
out the way crime is tackled in  
Derbyshire.  If you have any concerns 
relating to crime in Dronfield, why 
not come along and join in the Q&A 
session after the lecture? 

Wednesday 20th November at  
St Andrew’s Church 

Arbella—England’s Lost Queen  
Collin Cross 

Join us for the fascinating, yet  
little-known story of Arbella Stuart,   
granddaughter of Bess of Hardwick.  
She spent her childhood years at 
Hardwick Hall in Derbyshire being 
educated as a princess by her  
grandmother.  She spent the last 
years of her life imprisoned in the 
Tower of London.   
What happened in between?    
Come along and find out. 

Local Plan—Latest 
Recently letters have been exchanged between NEDDC and the  
Planning Inspector Sarah Housden on how to progress the Local 
Plan.   

The concerns of many residents expressed through  
consultation relate to whether exceptional circumstances exist to  
remove land from the Green Belt for housing.  The Inspector, in 
her Interim Report of February 2019, advised that exceptional 
circumstances had not been demonstrated to justify the  
alteration of the Green Belt boundaries at sites in Dronfield and 
Eckington.  The existing Plan, developed by the previous  
administration, would require main modifications in this respect 
in order for it to be found sound. 

The Inspector requested up to date information on  
permissions and completions.  This information has not been  
made available for public comment, but the figures are higher 
than previously predicted.   In the light of this new evidence, the 
Council requests whether it is possible to deallocate the  
remaining portion of the Shakespeare site (DR1) and a site in 
Killamarsh at such an advanced stage in the examination process.  

The Inspector has responded giving the Council three options. 

Proceed with the Examination on the basis of the  
submitted Plan formulated by the previous  
administration. 

Review the evidence base informing site allocations,  
re-consult on the revised evidence base and proposals 
and conduct further hearing sessions. 

Withdraw the Plan from the Examination. 

This is undoubtedly a difficult choice for the Council.  
Without a sound and adopted Plan in place they are 
vulnerable to unplanned development.  A good deal of 
this has happened in the south of the county. 

The new administration made manifesto pledges based 
on protecting the Green Belt from development.   
Option 1 would clearly break those pledges.  Option 3 
is likely to bring unplanned development during the 
time it takes to bring a new Plan to Examination.   
Option 2 is perhaps the middle ground, but there is no 
guarantee that the Inspector would find the revised 
Plan sound. 

One thing that is fairly certain, is that the Local Plan 
process is likely to continue for quite a long time.  The 
latest documents referenced E85 and E86 can be found 
on the NEDDC website under the Local Plan Latest 
News and Updates tab. 



From April 1st, Dronfield Civic Society invites you to renew your membership.  Annual subscription charges are £10.00 singles,  

£15.00 couples/families and £25.00 for small businesses/schools and associations.   

Our Membership Secretary is Josephine Wright who will be pleased to receive the slip below with your payment by cheque to:  

Dronfield Civic Society 

Please send to:  Mrs J Wright  DCS Membership Secretary  11 Moorgate Crescent, Dronfield  S18 1YF 

For any membership queries you can contact Jo on dcsmembership@gmail.com 

   Please change your Standing Order to the new rates if you have not already done so.  Life membership remains at £60.00 single and 

£100.00 joint.  Small business/school/association remains at £25.00. 

Did you know you can now pay by BACS?   Our sort code is 60-40-09 and account number 09430342. 

 
Please renew my membership of Dronfield Civic Society from 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020  

Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                 Email…………………………………………………………………………………. 

                 Membership: (please circle)         Single         Couple/Family        Business/School/Association 

                 I enclose a cheque made payable to Dronfield Civic Society for £……………….. 

Members receive reduced price entry to DCS talks and either a quarterly e-newsletter or a printed copy. 
PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AS IT SAVES THE COST OF POSTAGE AND PRINTING 

Dronfield Civic Society is sponsored by Stauff 
UK Ltd. Experts in the UK hydraulic industry 
since 1977 www.stauff.co.uk 

If you would like to become a sponsor of Dronfield Civic Society 
please contact us at enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk for  
further details. 
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An Invitation to Renew Your Membership 2019-20 

Don’t Mow—Let Flowers Grow 
Both on Civic Day and through Facebook, it has 
been suggested to us that our town could be 
improved if we didn’t mow, but let the flowers 
grow.  This is part of an initiative taken up by 
Rotherham Council as well as in Nottingham, 
Sheffield, Birmingham and Newcastle.  Verges 
are given over to wildflower planting to soften 
an urban landscape, help a struggling insect  
population and even slow traffic.  The  
Rotherham River of Flowers is now in its third 
year and extends for eight miles.  The flowers 
improve year on year. 

Plantlife, the organisation promoting wilder 
roadside verges, reported that the UK had lost 
97% of its wildflower meadows in less than a 
century.  It said safety and access considerations 
along with a desire for “neatness” and the  
logistics of litter-picking had resulted in  
authorities adopting an overzealous approach to 
keeping verges short. 

The Civic Society has battled this overzealous 
approach to the cutting of verges with regard to 
our bulb planting around the town.  The Council 
has a difficulty to balance the wishes of those 
who like to see neatly cut verges and those who 
like the bulbs to be left for at least six weeks  
before cutting so that the bulbs rejuvenate and 
produce better flowering displays the following 
year.  

Our Chairman has written to the Chief Executives 
of all three Councils giving our support to the 
idea of planting wildflowers where it is deemed 
to be acceptable. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-48772448 

Believe it or not, it is eight years since we had a truly spectacular  
wildflower triangle at Dronfield Station.   

 

If you’d like to propose an area for the planting of 
wild flowers, please contact us and we will pass on 
your suggestion to the Town Council. 


