
It helps us to save on postage and printing costs if you can receive this newsletter by email, so please let us have your current email address. 

Dronfield Civic Society 
Caring for our local environment since 1989 

Web:   www.dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk Email:   enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk 

YOUR CIVIC SOCIETY RELIES ON VOLUNTEERS WHO HELP TO KEEP OUR TOWN AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE.  
HELP US TO KEEP THIS SHARED SPACE BEAUTIFUL FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.  JOIN US! 

If you are a member 
and would like to join 
our committee, please 

get in touch. 

New people bring fresh 
ideas; so whether you 

enjoy practical projects 
or paperwork,  

involvement with local 
schools or want to help 

out at monthly talks, 
please come forward. 

Through this 
newsletter we like to 

share views and  
comments from our 

members.  So drop us a 
line to the address on 

the header. 
John Hinchcliffe—Chairman 
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Issue 37 
December 2019 

Welcome to the December newsletter   2018 Dronfield Festival of Trees 
Jane Singleton 

 We began the autumn season with an excellent presentation by Rachel Walker of the Don  
Catchment Rivers Trust about the re-introduction of salmon to the River Don.  Following this event, 
we engaged with the team to find out how we could make improvements to the Drone.  Read more 
in this newsletter about this exciting new DCS initiative.   

In October members of the DCS committee were invited to a discussion about the ‘paused’ Local 
Plan.  We were introduced to Councillor Charlotte Cupit, the new Cabinet Member for Planning.  
The issue of removing land from the Green Belt for housing, which was proposed by the previous 
administration, is a particular difficulty facing the Council with the inherited Local Plan as they 
stood on a pledge to protect the Green Belt when they came to office last May. 

The Neighbourhood Plan produced by the Town Council, which the Civic Society contributed to, 
went to a Referendum in October and was then ‘made’ by the District Council.   With the Plan in 
place, it provides background information and detail at local level together with aspirations for 
Dronfield for the next fifteen years.  

The Falcon Road Book Exchange in one of our K6 telephone kiosks has been so successful that we 
are in the process of doing the same with the kiosk in Coal Aston.  Wet weather has slowed  
repainting, the fitting of new glazing panels and the installation of shelves.  The kiosk will be looked 
after by volunteers and should be ready to receive book donations in early 2020. 

The Civic Society is taking part in the second Christmas Tree Festival in the Parish Church in early  
December.  We hope you will go along and see the DCS tree decorated with our own unique  
hand-knitted Peel Monuments. 

Wishing all members, friends and partner organisations a Happy New Year. 

 
DCS Initiative to Clean Up the Drone 

We are delighted to be able to announce a new initiative, working 
with the Don Catchment Rivers Trust, to clean up Dronfield’s river. 

The DCRT has done a tremendous amount of work to re-introduce 
salmon to the Don, which was once one of the most polluted  
waterways in Europe.  Now we can share that expertise to bring  
benefit to the Drone river channel and adjacent areas. 

On January 11th 2020 we’ll be tackling the section of river at the Mill 
Lane Nature Reserve.  Activities like litter clearance, debris removal, 
vegetation maintenance, invasive species management and access 
improvements will enable the river to become a community asset and 
improve biodiversity. 

We had a huge response to this on social media from both individuals 
and groups including Plastic Free Dronfield, Dronfield Air Cadets and 
Rotary Club of Dronfield, all wanting to help. 

It promises to be a great experience for all.  We will be guided by the 
experts and they will provide all the necessary equipment and  
refreshments.  Please note that parking charges apply at the Station. 

If you would like to take part, meet at the Mill Lane Nature Reserve at 
10 a.m. and please wear appropriate outdoor clothing and footwear. 

Further Saturday sessions will be organised as we work our way  
downstream towards Unstone Viaduct. 
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The Dronfield Neighbourhood Plan 
The Dronfield Neighbourhood Plan was examined by Christopher Collison and after agreed 
amendments was subjected to a Referendum on 24th October where it received a ‘yes’ vote 
before being ‘made’ by NEDDC.  The Examiner concluded that the DNP contributes to the 
achievement of sustainable development by ensuring schemes protect local distinctiveness.  
It will serve economic needs, will protect and enhance social facilities and  important  
environmental features.  The Plan protects Green Belt land in principle and landscape  
character, enhances Lea Brook Valley corridor and has designated Local Green Spaces.  
There is evidence of an enhancement of ecology, retention of trees and a desire to increase 
the number of trees and woodlands.  There is a desire for windfall development within the 
built-up area, ensuring a mix of housing types to meet local needs, including affordable 
housing.  There is support for conservation and enhancement of Listed Buildings and  
protection of local heritage assets. 

Derbyshire County Council welcomes and supports that Green Belt is given prominence in 
the Plan through an appropriate policy to support the continued designation of Green Belt 
surrounding the town.  There is a strong presumption against inappropriate development 
that would conflict with the purposes of Green Belt or adversely affect its open character. 

Local Plan Update                            DCS meet with Cllr. Charlotte Cupit 

In October members of the DCS Committee met with Cllr Charlotte Cupit to share 
a few thoughts about the Local Plan.  Charlotte is the Cabinet Member for  
Planning and Portfolio holder for the Environment. 

The meeting provided an opportunity to discuss the three options given to the 
Council by the Independent Planning Inspector while the Plan is ‘paused’.   
Council is currently considering a review of some of the evidence base  
documents.  The Inspector is accepting of evidence relating to changes of  
circumstances; however any new proposals will have to accord with housing  
requirement and the spatial strategy. 

The difficulty inherited by the new administration at NEDDC relates to the  
process itself.  The Plan has already reached an advanced stage.  Ideally the  
allocations on Green Belt need to be reconsidered against new evidence about 
permissions and completions which demonstrate a marked increase on previous 
figures.  But the spatial strategy dictates that at least 50% of the housing  
development has to be in the four main towns and on the strategic sites.  This is 
a big ask for Dronfield as the town is largely constrained on all sides by Green 
Belt. 

So what might have changed in Dronfield since the Local Plan went to  
examination?  Well, there is a sizeable windfall development at the former 
Gladys Buxton School, where around 35 new houses will be built.   

There is perhaps  less likelihood of HS2 being the facilitator of the new bridge 
and expansion of Callywhite Lane in the short term.   

The uncertainty around Brexit may also provide reason to question whether a 
regeneration scenario creating 3000 jobs is realistic for NE Derbyshire. 

Another piece of new evidence which could have implications for any  
development in Dronfield was outlined by Rev David Walker at the meeting.   
The lake at Lea Brook Valley acts as an indicator of the flood risk in other areas of 
the town.  This has to be a necessary consideration particularly for any large 
scale development.  The fields below Shakespeare Crescent act as land reservoirs 
in an area of steeply sloping topography.  Their loss could impact villages  
downstream in this respect.  The exceptionally wet weather through October and  
November has brought this issue to the fore. 

Cllr Cupit did not give any indication about how much longer the Plan can remain 
paused, but the Councillors are working to assess whether it is possible to retain 
the Green Belt and still deliver the housing numbers whilst meeting the  
requirements of the spatial strategy. 

The Examiner concluded that the NP should address the fundamental issue of Green Belt development as to omit it would  
undermine the relevance of the Neighbourhood Plan within the community. 

https://leabrookvalley.wixsite.com/thelbv/about_us 

Balancing ponds at Lea Brook Valley are  
important to enhance biodiversity, nature and 
conservation while serving the original purpose 

of reducing the effects of surface water flooding. 

Has flood risk to villages downstream been  
given due consideration in allocating the  

Shakespeare Crescent site for development in 
the Local Plan?  The inclusion of balancing 

ponds and SuDS (Sustainable Drainage  
Systems) as planning conditions will of course 

impact the viability of development. 
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River Drone Clean-Up—A DCS Initiative 
When Rachel Walker came to give a  
presentation to DCS in September about the 
re-introduction of salmon to the River Don, 
we found it inspirational. 

Whilst major work to install fish passes and 
remove weirs was vital in terms of helping 
the fish, we also heard about the many 
smaller projects like clearing areas of litter 
and tackling invasive species along the river.   

With all this in mind, we wondered whether  
our river could benefit from at least a bit of 
a clean-up. 

On 10th October DCS Committee 
members met with Matt Duffy of 
the Don Catchment Rivers Trust.   
A section of the Drone was walked 
to identify the areas where a clean 
up would be possible and useful. 

If you are interested in helping to 
clean a section of the Drone on an 

occasional Saturday morning in the 
New Year, please contact us.  You 
don’t have to be a DCS member to 
join in and you don’t have to work 
in the river channel.  As well as the 

local benefits, taking part will 
mean you are doing your bit to 

stop plastic ending up in the sea 
and on the beaches. 

Meandering Along the River Drone 

Along this section of the Drone is the newly upgraded 
Dronfield Waste Water Treatment Works.  The work 
to clean up the discharges into the river is as a result 
of EU regulations around ammonia concentrations.  
The upgrade should be complete by the end of the 

first quarter of 2020 and the area of Green Belt lost to 
the access road will be reinstated. 

Unstone Viaduct 

Mill Lane 

Nature Park 

Crow Lane 

Half Acre Lane 

It is quite surprising just how much of the Drone is  
accessible for a clean-up programme and with the  

co-operation of land owners, a real difference can be 
made to the local environment.  It would certainly be 

good to see species lost returning to the river. 

As the Drone meanders its way through Unstone 
there are a number of small stone arched bridges.  
They often act as collecting points for debris  
including plastic bottles, tree branches and lost  
footballs.  

Himalayan Balsam, an invasive species, occupies the 
river banks near the Drone Valley Brewery and  
further along behind the Unstone Car Wash.  Whilst 
the flowers of this plant are attractive to bees, it  
prevents the growth of other plant species.  Brushing 
past the plant when it has seed pods causes it to 
disperse the seeds over a wide area.  

https://www.google.com/maps/ 

How well do you know the Drone? 

Here are four images along the course 
of the Drone.  Do you know where they 
are? 

What are your aspirations for  
Dronfield’s river?  Would you like to see 
fish back in it and catch a glimpse of a 
kingfisher?  Wouldn’t it be good to see 
the return of the water vole too? 

Drop us a line about what the Drone 
means to you. 

Himalayan Balsam 
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Mill Lane—Fly-tipping 

Committee Member David Hallam keeps a watchful eye on Mill Lane as 
it is a regular hotspot for litter and incidents of fly-tipping. 

On one of David’s recent visits, amongst the verdant greenery, he 
spotted 12 plastic sacks of bricks and other discarded building  
materials.   

David  is of the opinion that because the refuse amenity facilities limit 
the amount of waste to two 25 kg bags per visit, this encourages  
fly-tipping behaviour.  The local authority maintains this is not the case 
and stated that the decision to introduce charges for the disposal of 
such items has now been reversed. 

What do you think?  Share your views on fly-tipping and other topics 
with us. 

Dronfield By-pass—Noise 
We were contacted by Rachel Owen on our Facebook Page about the 
increase in noise levels for Dronfield residents as a result of  
recent resurfacing work on the A61 by-pass.  For those living near to 
the flyover, the sound from vehicles over the surface-dressed dual  
carriageway had begun to impact their quality of life whatever the 
wind direction.  Various local bodies were contacted about the matter 
and the Civic Society was asked to support residents by writing to  
Derbyshire County Council. 

In the October issue of the Dronfield Eye, this subject was reported and 
an apology was received from the local authority.  An explanation was 
given for the nature of the work and an assurance that over time the 
noise from the surface will diminish. 

Some residents contacted MP Lee Rowley before purdah, as well as the 
Town Council, suggesting the need for sound barriers in places to  
mitigate the effects of the noise. 

Thanks to the Dronfield Eye for reporting on such matters of concern to 
local residents and for giving the Civic Society a mention.  Thanks also 
to Rachel for taking the lead for those directly impacted. 

DCS in the Eye 

We were delighted that the Dronfield Eye  
responded to a copy of our September newsletter 
by requesting information and images for a  
feature article about the Manor Stables.  You may 
remember that DCS was given exclusive access to 
the Stables in July to record the interior  through 
photographs and video for the town archive.   

Ideally, we’d like to preserve  much of the interior 
of The Stables, which has original fixtures and 
fittings dating back to the 1880s.  The  
complex behind the Library (the Grade II listed 
former Manor House) includes a farm house,  
stables and cartshed which are not listed. 

The previous administration at NEDDC, through 
the Northwood Group, had plans to develop the 
site for housing with The Stables being converted 
into apartments together with four houses on the 
existing car park area.  

The new administration is reconsidering the  
options for the site and the CS has been invited to 
provide some historic context. 

In response to the images on our website and on social media, which 
reached 5,500 people, residents suggested The Stables could be  

given a new  lease of life as a quirky restaurant or café, craft centre or 
indoor market rather than residential accommodation.  What are your 

views?  The future of The Stables is yet to be decided by the current  
administration at NEDDC.  In the meantime we’ll keep you posted about 
the plans and we hope it may be possible to organise a  viewing for any 

members of the public who may be interested.   

Don’t stanD for it 

report it online 

Underpass Renovation Work 
It was pleasing to note that the 
underpass beneath Gosforth 
Lane has recently been given a 
spruce up.  This is a site we have 
monitored in the past, reporting 
graffiti to the authorities. 

Spalling of the original concrete 
surface has resulted in repair 
work to remove the damaged 
surface.  A layer of new sprayed 
concrete has been applied  
followed by render of sand and 
cement.  Finally a coating of graffiti-resistant paint has been added to 
make future graffiti easier to remove. 
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Another DCS K6 Becomes a Book Exchange 

The Coal Aston telephone kiosk will be ready to receive your donations of books 
on a 1-4-1 basis in the spring.  It means readers will have double the choice of 
material if they take the short walk from one K6 to the other. 

Volunteer Chris Allen who looks after the Falcon Road kiosk has also agreed to 
monitor the Coal Aston telephone box on behalf of the Society.  Chris makes 
sure the kiosk is clean, litter free and sorts the books to ensure a variety of  
material is regularly available.  Thanks Chris. 

So go along to the Falcon Road kiosk and get yourself something to read for the 
Festive Season.  Or clear out your old books, donate to the K6 and make room 
for all those new books you’ll get this Christmas.  This is a brilliant way to  
recycle, as most books are only read once and discarded. 

The Holmesdale Road telephone box also has the potential to be a Book  
Exchange or something else.  What would you like to see it being used for?  
Drop us a line and let us know. 

Please do not leave books on the floor of the kiosk.  No magazines or  
advertising material and only books in good condition.  Thank you. 

Based on the success of our K6 restoration and Book Exchanges, the Civic Society has recently entered the annual Peter 
Spawforth Awards which provide an opportunity to win a first prize of £200.  Civic Societies are encouraged to submit any 

project or activity of which they are particularly proud.  Judging will take place in early December and results announced at 
the AGM of the Yorkshire and Humberside Association of Civic Societies in Harrogate on 25th January next year.  We feel 

that our work protects the heritage value of the K6 whilst giving it an appropriate future use as a local resource. 

Grow Not Mow 
You may remember that the Civic Society was contacted through social media and asked on Civic Day to promote  and  
support an initiative to plant wild flowers on grass verges rather than mowing them.  The verges help to increase the insect 
population and reduce maintenance costs for local authorities.  Rotherham Authority had a truly spectacular ‘River of  
Flowers’ which made the national news.  DCS fully supported the idea along with the Town Council. 

It has taken a while to get a response from Derbyshire County Council but this is the latest on this topic.  “We are very aware 
of the desire from residents to increase wildflower growth on highway verges and this has also been raised at a number of 
joint council meetings.  We have also had discussions on this subject matter with Dronfield West and Walton’s Cllr Foster.  
With this in mind, Derbyshire County Council is currently developing a policy which will set out how we aim to address these 
desires.”  They further state that the policy is in its early stages and they are awaiting government guidance to support it.  
DCC will be communicating with all relevant stakeholders and if the opportunity for local societies to be involved arises,  
they would gladly accept the offer of support for this scheme.  It will be next year before the policy will be made available. 

In 2015 the Civic Society paid £1 to BT to adopt a dilapidated telephone box in 
Coal Aston.  Committee members Robert and David renovated it and for four 
years it has stood as a heritage piece of street furniture.   

In 2019 we decided to trial a Book Exchange, suggested to us by Facebook  
followers, in another DCS K6 on Falcon Road.  Monitored by local volunteers, the 
Book Exchange has been such a success that we agreed to convert the Coal  
Aston kiosk.   

To begin, the telephone box needed a bit of a clean up as Mother Nature had 
taken over the interior.  David then made five shelves for the books and as the 
weather improves he will repaint it, install new glazing panels and add the signs.  
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New Poster on the DCS Platform Planter 
Next time you are waiting for a train at Dronfield Station, have a look for 
the new poster on the DCS sponsored platform planter.  Designed in  
railway-style art, it features the Peel Monument, the Bird Box Project 
with local schoolchildren and our K6 renovation work. 

The station gardens which are planted and maintained by volunteers 
have looked stunning through the summer.  The planting has been  
especially favoured by the butterflies. 

DCS would like to express thanks to FoDS and all the volunteers who  
continue to keep the Dronfield Station so lovely for residents,  
travellers and visitors to the town.   

John Hinchcliffe, Chairman of DCS, presented the Civic Rose Bowl to FoDS 
at the Dronfield in Bloom Awards evening in mid September.   
At the end of the evening the Chairman of Dronfield in Bloom thanked 
the Civic Society for their donation towards the planting up of the ladles. 

Image: Red Admiral on Buddleia by James Singleton 

We’re Proud of our Planting 

Every year Dronfield Civic Society purchases bulbs 
to plant in autumn around the town for guaranteed 
springtime colour.  This year it was the turn of the 
green area at Radbourne Common, alongside  
Pentland Road to receive 1000 crocus and 500  
daffodil bulbs planted by committee members and  
Patricia, a Hall Barn garden volunteer.  David 
Hallam uses a special piece of kit to make light 
work of digging the holes for the bulbs.  Let’s look 
forward to a striking display after the exceptionally 
wet weather in October and November. 

Robert Hardcastle has also been busy planting 
daffodil bulbs opposite the Unstone-Dronfield  
lay-by.  Robert notices where there are gaps and 
each year fills them in to create a line of colour as 
you enter Dronfield from Unstone. 

If you know anywhere that would benefit from a 
few bulbs, in  Dronfield or surrounding villages and 
hamlets, please get in touch and let us know. 



New Year...New Season...New Talks...7:30 pm...St Andrew’s…Spring 
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From April 1st, Dronfield Civic Society invites you to renew your membership.  Annual subscription charges are £10.00 singles,  

£15.00 couples/families and £25.00 for small businesses/schools and associations.   

Our Membership Secretary is Josephine Wright who will be pleased to receive the slip below with your payment by cheque to:  

Dronfield Civic Society 

Please send to:  Mrs J Wright  DCS Membership Secretary  11 Moorgate Crescent, Dronfield  S18 1YF 

For any membership queries you can contact Jo on dcsmembership@gmail.com 

   Please change your Standing Order to the new rates if you have not already done so.  Life membership remains at £60.00 single and 

£100.00 joint.  Small business/school/association remains at £25.00. 

Did you know you can now pay by BACS?   Our sort code is 60-40-09 and account number 09430342. 

 
Please renew my membership of Dronfield Civic Society from 1st April 2020 to 31st March 2021  

Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                 Email…………………………………………………………………………………. 

                 Membership: (please circle)         Single         Couple/Family        Business/School/Association 

                 I enclose a cheque made payable to Dronfield Civic Society for £……………….. 

Members receive reduced price entry to DCS talks and either a quarterly e-newsletter or a printed copy. 
PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AS IT SAVES THE COST OF POSTAGE AND PRINTING 

Dronfield Civic Society is sponsored by Stauff 
UK Ltd. Experts in the UK hydraulic industry 
since 1977 www.stauff.co.uk 

If you would like to become a sponsor of Dronfield Civic Society 
please contact us at enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk for  
further details. 
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An Invitation to Renew Your Membership for 2020 

Nominations for the John Robert Clough Awards 
Now is the time to start thinking about nominations for the annual John Robert Clough Awards.  You have from  

January 1st through to the end of March to submit them.  Last year we had a very interesting mix of winners including a 
new build in Summerley, a pub in Millthorpe and a Barber Shop interior on Dronfield Bottom.  The Green Belt Residents’ 

Group, the organisers of the first Christmas Tree Festival and the Hall Barn Garden Volunteers were also  
recognised and commended for their work.  So who is worthy of an award in 2020?  Have a look around Dronfield and  

district to see who is improving our town.  If you would like to nominate someone, a group or project, there is a nomination 
form on the DCS website with further details. 

Trees for Sindelfingen Park 

Committee Member David Hallam selecting the 
perfect specimens for Sindelfingen Park 

Margaret Turner joins the Town Council planting 
team with David Hallam and Councillor Philip Wright 

It is quite some time since we were 
contacted by member Margaret 
Turner to ask whether we would 
be willing to fund some  
replacement trees for Sindelfingen 
Park.  It was noted that a few of 
the original trees planted there 
had died back.   

Since then, we have been having  
ongoing conversations with the 
Town Council about the possibility 
of planting some trees and finally 
got approval to do that earlier this 
year. 

On Monday November 11th three committee members set off to Green Mile 
Nursery at Ranby to make a selection.  Three 14-16ft high specimens were 
chosen.  It was important that the trees should have all year round  
interest.  A hornbeam, liquidambar and a birch were selected.  The trees 
were collected on November 20th and delivered to Sindelfingen Park for 
planting.  Margaret was delighted to be invited to help.  Next time you visit 
Sindelfingen Park, see if you can spot the new arrivals. 


