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Introduction 

Lea Road Ramp is a timber structure which provides access between Lea Road Bridge and 

Chesterfield Road in Dronfield (Figure 1). Lea Road Bridge is a Grade II listed building. The listing for 

Lea Road Bridge specifically excludes Lea Road Ramp and this has been confirmed with a Certificate 

of Immunity from listing dated 11th April 2016.  Lea Road Ramp however falls within Dronfield 

Conservation Area and a scheme to replace the ramp is the subject of a planning application 

(Derbyshire County Council, 2016).  

The ramp is now beyond the state of reasonable economic repair and this Heritage Impact 

Assessment has therefore been carried out to support and inform a planning application for a 

scheme to replace the ramp.  

 

Figure 1 ς Location of Lea Road Ramp 
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Historical development of Lea Road Ramp 

Chesterfield Road appears to have developed from the pre-turnpike Road on the east side of the 

River Drone in Dronfield (Figure 2).  

 

 

Figure 2 ς 9ȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ .ǳǊŘŜǘǘΩǎ aŀǇ ƻŦ 5ŜǊōȅǎƘƛǊŜ мтфм ς note the Duffield to Sheffield turnpike road passing through 
Coal Aston 

This road was later incorporated into the Duffield to Sheffield turnpike road circa 1797. Shaw Lane 

was a continuation of Lea Road and is shown on the Dronfield Enclosure Map of 1846 running from 

higher ground to the east of Dronfield Church to meet Soaper Lane before crossing the River Drone 

ōȅ 5ȅŜǊΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ǿƘich was near the north end of the present Lea Road Bridge. 
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Figure 3 - Extract from Dronfield Enclosure Map of 1846 showing Dronfield Centre note the Turnpike Road running along 
Chesterfield Road 

The Bridge Inn on ChesǘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ wƻŀŘ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ 5ȅŜǊΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜ-dates the construction 

of Lea Road Bridge (Figure 4). {ƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ 5ȅŜǊΩǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜΣ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊŦƛŜƭŘ wƻŀŘ Ǌŀƴ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƭǇƻƴŘ 

of Upper Mill (Stroud, 2004).  

 

Figure 4 ς .ǊƛŘƎŜ Lƴƴ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ 5ȅŜǊΩǎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƭŜŦǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ όǇǊŜ мутлύ 

Site of Lea Road Ramp  

Site of Lea Road Ramp  

Shaw Lane 

Footpath from churchyard 
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The Midland Railway Line from Sheffield to Chesterfield was constructed in 1870 (Salt, 2001). The 

railway followed the Drone Valley and its construction severed both Lea Road and Shaw Lane from 

Chesterfield Road.  

Shaw Lane was diverted by an continuation of Lea Road which crossed the railway by a twin arch 

bridge (Figure 5) and then turned through a right angled bend and was carried on a further twin arch 

structure down towards Chesterfield road (Figure 6).   

 

Figure 5 ς twin arch spans of Lea Road Bridge over the railway 

 

 

Figure 6 ς twin arch spans of Lea Road Bridge and ramp carrying Lea Road along the line of the River Drone 



5 
 

A footpath leading from the north east of the churchyard (Figure 3) crossed the railway by a 

pedestrian crossing. This crossing was closed in the 20th century.   

The retaining wall between Chesterfield Road and the millpond is likely to be preserved between the 

northern arches of the approach ramp of Lea Road Bridge and to the east of Lea Road Ramp. Bulging 

of the southern part of the latter wall is recorded on a drawing of 1922 and in the wall has been 

subsequently strengthened with a concrete buttress, as has the northern section.   

Soaper Lane was diverted with an acute bend and crossed the railway via a skewed bridge before 

ramping down to Chesterfield Road near its junction with Snape Hill (Figure 7).  

 

Figure 7 ς Soaper Lane Railway Bridge 

 

It is likely that the retaining wall to the west of Lea Road Bridge was constructed at this time to 

support the railway and act as a training wall for the River Drone. Slots which are still present in the 

wall are likely to be for props to provide lateral stability to Lea Road Ramp and may be original 

(Figure 10).  
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Figure 8 ς Railway retaining wall on right hand side of photograph with culvert under Dronfield Station in the distance 
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Figure 9 ς Training walls to River Drone underneath Lea Road Ramp 

 

Figure 10 ς Socket in railway retaining wall ς probably representing a socket for prop opposite Pier C 




































