
It helps us to save on postage and printing costs if you can receive this newsletter by email, so please let us have your current email address. 

Dronfield Civic Society 
Caring for our local environment since 1989 

Web:   www.dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk Email:   enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk 

YOUR CIVIC SOCIETY RELIES ON VOLUNTEERS WHO HELP TO KEEP OUR TOWN AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE.  
HELP US TO KEEP THIS SHARED SPACE BEAUTIFUL FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.  JOIN US! 

Dronfield Civic Society 
is a non-political  

organisation working 
to improve the town.   

We’re hoping to get 
back to a new normal 
with monthly events, 

volunteering  
opportunities and hold 

our AGM and  
presentation of the JRC 

Awards later in the 
year.   

This is dependent on 
the easing of  

restrictions around 
Covid19. 

John Hinchcliffe—Chairman 
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Welcome to the July newsletter  
We hope all our members and friends are staying safe through the challenges of the pandemic and 
that things will get back to a new normal soon.  It is good to see local businesses re-opening and we 
would like to thank all those who have worked to support residents through the difficulties.  

The Civic Society held its first committee meeting since lockdown by Zoom.  It was an opportunity 
to catch up on some of the work that has been able to progress.  In this 4-page issue of our  
newsletter we focus on some good news stories including updates on the Dronfield bypass, 
the Bowshaw Barrier and the planting of wild flowers in Sindelfingen Park. 

We have an update on the Local Plan.  NEDDC recently held a Targeted Consultation on the five 
year land supply and housing trajectory.  The next consultation will be on the Main Modifications 
advised by Examiner Sarah Housden.  This is likely to be over a six-week time frame probably in the 
autumn.  It will provide a final opportunity to have your say on the proposed changes to Green Belt 
boundaries to accommodate 200 new homes in Dronfield. 

When libraries closed during the lockdown, so did our K6 Book Exchange on Falcon Road.  We hope 
to re-open this very successful local resource as soon as possible by following Covid-Safe  
guidance.  The Coal Aston telephone box will be re-painted and fitted out with shelves to  
provide a second Book Exchange due to the popularity of the first one.  

Our September newsletter will provide more information about how we plan to organise events 
and volunteering opportunities through the autumn season. 

 

 K6 Book Exchange 
Closed due to Covid19 

Re-opening soon 
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K6 Renovation in Hundall Next time you happen 
to pass through the 

sleepy hamlet of 
Hundall, take note of 
the newly renovated 
K6 telephone kiosk. 

During lockdown, the 
couple who live next 

to the  
de-commissioned and 
somewhat neglected  

telephone box, owned 
by Unstone Parish 

Council, took it upon 
themselves to give it a 
good clean.  This led 

to a donation of paint 
from DCS which was 

left over from the  
restoration of the K6s 
owned by the Society. 
Read more on page 2. If you would like to volunteer to renovate two K6s in Unstone, please contact Cllr Alex Dale. 

Alex.Dale@derbyshire.gov.uk or via the Unstone Rules Facebook Group 
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K6 Thanks Key Workers   
The renovated K6 in Hundall was used to thank Key Workers during lockdown.  Jane 
Hebblethwaite, who works as a cook at Northfield School, collected pieces of artwork 
produced by the children to display on the glazing panels of the telephone kiosk. 

Possible future uses of the telephone box will need to be discussed with Unstone  
Parish  Council.  Ideas so far include an information point showing walking routes 
from Hundall and providing some information about the history of the area and  
the K6.  

 

Dronfield Civic Society has written to 
Unstone Parish Council to suggest that 

the glazing panels which are quite 
opaque due to weathering, be replaced 

with new ones.  
This would really finish off the work that 

has already been done on this K6 and 
allow flexibility for future use. 

Local Plan Update 
NEDDC recently ran a targeted consultation  
regarding an aspect of the Local Plan which the 
Inspector required as part of the examination  
process. 

A Local Plan must be able to demonstrate a  
five-year supply of sites available for the building 
of new houses in order for it to be found sound by 
the Inspector. 

Developers, residents and all those who took part 
in one of the Hearing sessions were invited to 
comment.  The Plan shows that the Council is able 
to demonstrate an oversupply of housing in the 
first five years, but the delivery of the Plan will 
become more challenging to reach a target of 330 
dwellings per annum, which was set by the  
previous administration, after year 6. 

It is likely that the Inspector will 
only be able to find the Plan sound 
if the Council agree to a Review 
following adoption.  The outcome 
could be that more land will have to 
be identified to meet the target.  
Dronfield is ‘constrained’ by Green 
Belt.  Whilst we are all aware that 
there has been new development in 
the town on windfall sites like the 
‘Hearty Oak’ and‘The Talbot’, it may 
mean that there is future pressure 
on the Green Belt. 

We will keep you updated on the 
next stage of the examination  
process.  This will be a final  
opportunity to support or raise  
objections to the changes the  
Inspector proposes. https://www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/documents/subd1-local-plan-publication-draft/viewdocument 
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Gone Picking When can we do this again? 

Pictorial Meadows 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-48772448 

Do you remember the River of Flowers in Rotherham last year?  The  
initiative to plant roadside verges with wild flowers was particularly  
spectacular and it received much coverage by local media. Verges are  
given over to wildflower planting to soften an urban landscape, help a 
struggling insect population and can even slow traffic.  When this image 
was taken, the Rotherham River of Flowers was in its third year and the 
display extended for eight miles with the flowers improving year on year.  
Plantlife, the organisation promoting wilder roadside verges, reported 
that the UK had lost 97% of its wildflower meadows in less than a century.  
It said safety and access considerations along with a desire for “neatness” 
and the logistics of litter-picking had resulted in authorities adopting an  
overzealous approach to keeping verges short. 

The Civic Society battled this overzealous  
approach to the cutting of verges with regard to 
our bulb planting around the town.  Chairman 
of DCS wrote to the Chief Executives of all three 
Councils giving our support to the idea of 
planting wildflowers where it is deemed to be 
acceptable. 

We were delighted that Dronfield Town Council 
respected these views together with those of 
local residents who had seen the results in  
Rotherham, and engaged ‘Pictorial Meadows’ 
to plant a suitable area.  Soil type was a  
consideration as well as highway safety.  An 
area in Sindelfingen Park bordering Gosforth 
Drive was selected.  One of our members sent 
some photographs of the plants in their first 
year.  We look forward to seeing how the area 
develops over time. 

Keeping wild flower verges looking good year 
on year is not just about stopping mowing 
them.  They have to be cut with a special mower 
at a particular point after the flowering season 
but before the seeds fall. 

With thanks to the Town Council for taking up this scheme and to local 
resident Margaret Turner for these images.  Let’s watch the development 
of the planting in Sindelfingen Park and hope for our own River of Flowers 
in Dronfield. 

This is the latest update:  "The road from Bowshaw roundabout to Whittington Moor roundabout was surface dressed in 2019. 
Surface dressing is carried out to extend the life of a road and is routinely carried out across the country and in Derbyshire.   
Residents who live on roads nearby contacted us to say that the road was noisier after the surface dressing took place.   
Work started last November to look at the issues and some initial noise readings were taken. These showed that the noise levels 
at the side of the A61 were higher than expected from this type of road surface.  Our highways officers expected that over the 
winter months the noise levels would reduce as more traffic on the road embedded the surface into place.  In the spring of this 
year more noise investigations were due to take place. Unfortunately because of the restrictions in place due to the coronavirus 
pandemic this work has not taken place. A specialist company was due to take readings at the homes of those affected.   
Just under a mile stretch will be resurfaced later this year. The work will coincide with maintenance work needed to the viaduct 
further down the A61, and will take place overnight.  Derbyshire County Council’s Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and 
Infrastructure, Councillor Simon Spencer, said: 
“We are aware that there is an issue with higher noise levels than we would expect for a number of residents whose homes 
back onto the A61 in Dronfield.  “Although we do still need to do some further detailed noise investigations, we will resurface 
just under a mile to help with the issues residents are reporting.  The work will likely be completed before the end of  
October.  “We’d like to apologise to those who have been affected, but let them know that we are doing all we can to fix the 
problem.””  Let’s hope future tests reveal that the whole bypass needs to be re-surfaced and not just a mile. 

You can hear it in Cowley.  You can hear it in Apperknowle and on the  
greenway at Peak Resort.  Residents in Dronfield can’t open their windows 
on a warm day, fear a drop in house prices because of it and have their  
quality of life impacted 24/7. 

Ever since the Dronfield bypass was re-surfaced with a top dressing in 2019, 
which has proved unsuited to vehicles moving at the national speed limit, 
noise from it has increased significantly, affecting thousands of residents. 

The Civic Society was contacted by many residents and also through a  
representative acting on their behalf.  We were asked to get involved with 
the cause and take up the matter with the local authority responsible.   
The update below is a clear indication that DCC hasn’t acknowledged the 
number of people affected by the noise.  It is a wider problem than for those 
whose homes back onto it.   

In Dronfield 

Success By A Mile 
Dronfield Bypass Noise Update 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/ 



 

From April 1st, Dronfield Civic Society invites you to renew your membership.  Annual subscription charges are £10.00 singles,  

£15.00 couples/families and £25.00 for small businesses/schools and associations.   

 Membership Secretary is Josephine Wright who will be pleased to receive the slip below with your payment by cheque to:  

Dronfield Civic Society 

Please send to:  Mrs J Wright  DCS Membership Secretary  11 Moorgate Crescent, Dronfield  S18 1YF 

For any membership queries you can contact Jo on dcsmembership@gmail.com 

   Please change your Standing Order to the new rates if you have not already done so.  Life membership remains at £60.00 single and 

£100.00 joint.  Small business/school/association remains at £25.00. 

Did you know you can now pay by BACS?   Our sort code is 60-40-09 and account number 09430342. 

Please renew my membership of Dronfield Civic Society from 1st April 2020 to 31st March 2021  

Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                 Email…………………………………………………………………………………. 

                 Membership: (please circle)   Single    Couple/Family    Top up    Business/School/Association 

                 I enclose a cheque made payable to Dronfield Civic Society for £……………….. 

Members receive reduced price entry to DCS talks and either a quarterly e-newsletter or a printed copy. 
PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AS IT SAVES THE COST OF POSTAGE AND PRINTING 

Dronfield Civic Society is sponsored by Stauff 
UK Ltd. Experts in the UK hydraulic industry 
since 1977 www.stauff.co.uk 

If you would like to become a sponsor of Dronfield Civic Society 
please contact us at enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk for  
further details. 
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Bowshaw Barrier Update 
When the Barrier was installed in 2008, the Civic Society held the view that it would be 
a target for graffiti, that it had an ‘urbanising’ effect on this northern entry point to our 
town and that it would be removed when associated planting was dense enough to 
replace it.  The ‘visibility screen’ was installed as a result of collisions caused by  
motorists travelling down the Chesterfield South A61 towards the roundabout looking 
right and misjudging the traffic upon it.  The barrier has prevented some accidents as  
motorists need to slow right down to have an appreciation of the traffic on the  
roundabout.  According to Bridget Gould of the Derbyshire highways hub, collisions 
have started to rise again over the last couple of years.  The incidents tend to be rear 
shunts with vehicles either mistaking the intentions of the vehicle in front or being  
unable to stop in time.  The authority has funding for and is planning to install anti skid 
surfacing at this location. 

Ms Gould stated that the barrier was always going to be permanent, though she  
acknowledged to the Town Council  that it was not in keeping with its surroundings.   
It was agreed that it could be removed once the planting matured.  Maintenance of the 
metal screen has been necessary and ongoing to remove graffiti.  This has often been 
prompted by the Civic Society contacting the Council to report the vandalism.  Last year 
a section of the barrier was removed and there was some additional planting of fast 
growing, evergreen trees. The trees will be monitored by the Landscape Architect and 
when sufficiently dense, the authority will remove the remaining sections of the  
barrier. Unfortunately the Council could not say when this will be. 

An Important Message from the Membership Secretary 
Whilst we recognise that members may have been shielding or self-isolating, we would just like to remind those 
who haven’t already done so to pay their annual membership.  Quite a few members are still paying at the old 

rates, so please update your standing orders.  You can pay the difference as a top up either by  
bank transfer or cheque.  The details you need are below.   

Because we have been unable to run the usual monthly events due to the pandemic, it means the loss of an  
income stream which is used to make improvements in the town.   

Your membership is important to us, so please consider renewing for another year. 


