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We’d like to let you
know that in spite of
the pandemic,
Dronfield Civic Society
remains very active
with projects across the
town where social
distancing measures
can be observed.
This issue has a
heritage focus
including the repair of
an ancient hand rail,
the restoration of the
Coal Aston K6 and the
potential renovation of
an old petrol pump
that once stood outside
the White Swan Inn.

Email: enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk

Welcome to the September newsletter
We’re ready to start a new season in the DCS year, but it will be quite different. We want to let you
know that even though we have to take the necessary precautions in terms of the pandemic, we are
still working in the background. We value your membership subscriptions and ask you to
consider renewing in order for us to carry on with restoration work around the town including
preparations for the K6 at Coal Aston to become the second Book Exchange.
Unfortunately we have had to take the decision to cancel all speaker meetings from September
through to the start of 2021. This includes the Dronfield Lecture scheduled for October which will
be postponed until October 2021.
We hope that if regulations allow our first event will be in January 2021 when former Chairman of
the Society John Harvey will present one of his talks about the history of the town.
Over the last few months residents have contacted the Society using the form on the website to ask
about a number of issues in the town including signage, planning permission, the Dronfield
by-pass, the barriers on Dronfield Bottom causing problems for businesses, the condition of Jubilee
Park and two areas of concern in Dronfield Woodhouse. Thank you to those who have brought
these matters to our attention and we hope to have provided some information about them in this
newsletter.
There has been recent activity with the Local Plan Examination. It is likely that the next opportunity
for us to comment will be a six-week consultation in October when the Inspector has delivered her
Main Modifications.
John Hinchcliffe—Chairman

Fly-Tipping—On the Increase?

Are we correct in thinking problems with litter and fly-tipping around
the town are just getting worse?
Recently we’ve seen litter around our shopping hubs and incidents of
fly-tipping on both Half Acre Lane and Mill Lane.
We know from social media that this large cabinet fridge was dumped
on Mill Lane sometime around the middle of August. It has been
reported to the local authority by a number of residents and local
councillors. Yet on 27th August it was still there in all its glory filling
steadily with rainwater. Parts of it lay amongst the vegetation
together with litter on the nearby track. Further south on Mill Lane,
under the railway bridge, the area was also strewn with plastic bottles
and fast food waste.
But the fridge and a large bundle of wire also on Mill Lane just makes
you wonder who would go to the bother of loading it into a vehicle,
driving along a dreadfully rutted and water-logged track to lift and
‘throw’ something of this size over the low stone wall into
vegetation near to the circle of the former gasometer.

Mill Lane regularly
attracts litter and
fly-tipping. Recently we
can add graffiti to the
list of unwanted
behaviours in this part
of town. See page 5.

It was clearly a two-person operation, likely committed under cover of
darkness with the intent to avoid charges associated with correct
disposal of such an item.
Whilst we are aware that local authorities have had other calls on their
time and budgets due to Coronavirus, fly-tipping needs a rapid
response as one such item will undoubtedly attract another. If you
notice fly-tipping, please report it to NEDDC using their online system.

YOUR CIVIC SOCIETY RELIES ON VOLUNTEERS WHO HELP TO KEEP OUR TOWN AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE.
HELP US TO KEEP THIS SHARED SPACE BEAUTIFUL FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. JOIN US!
It helps us to save on postage and printing costs if you can receive this newsletter by email, so please let us have your current email address.
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Restoring History at Chapel Steps
In 2014 the Civic Society, with help from the
Community Payback Scheme, renovated and
painted the posts and iron handrail and cleared
an interesting stone drainage channel of debris
and weeds at what is known as Chapel Steps.
The posts and rail, which are more than a
hundred years old, are believed to have been
made by the works of Edward Lucas & Sons
which occupied the site opposite the steps and
the Chapel stood at the bottom.

At some point in the recent past, the hand rail was vandalised
and removed for safe keeping by the Town Council. They
didn’t have the funds to undertake the repair work necessary.
The Civic Society was asked to do the honours. Our own
David Hallam enlisted the help of Cobol Cranes Ltd of
Callywhite Lane. They generously offered their engineer and
equipment for the project at no cost to the Society. It came
to our attention that a small section of rail was missing.
Luckily David had something of the same diameter in his
garage. The rail was welded in place and given a coat of
paint. With thanks to the lady next door to the steps who
allowed the welder to use her 240v supply.
Chapel Steps appear in ‘Derbyshire Detail and Character: a
celebration of its towns and villages’ by Barry Joyce. The
book which was published in 1996, and has a Foreword by
Jonathan Dimbleby, draws attention to the often overlooked
detail of the county’s vernacular architecture and
the unique distinctiveness of its buildings and townscapes.
Examining the local landscape, the book looks at building
materials and architectural details as well as open spaces.
The text refers to such features as canal tow-paths,
churchyards, market squares and ginnels.
ISBN-10 0750909196 ISBN-13 978-0750909198

DHT-003724.

The Wesleyan Methodist Chapel opened in 1877. It was built at a cost of £1019 and
could seat 150 people in one room. The Chapel was needed due to the influx of new
families who came to Dronfield to work in the Wilson Cammell steel works. When the
firm left the town in 1883, the congregation rapidly declined and the Chapel had
difficulty remaining open. It did continue until after the Second World War when it was
bought by the Roman Catholics in Dronfield who used it from 1949-1967. Demolition
occurred shortly afterwards as part of a landscaping scheme in the 1970s when the
new Catholic Church on Stonelow Road was built.
This image DHT-003724 has been reproduced with permission of the Heritage Trust and
shows the handrail in the bottom left of the picture.
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Focus on Jubilee Park
There are a couple of ‘green spaces’ in Dronfield which were
left in perpetuity to the Town Council, so that future
residents of the town could enjoy them for exercise and
recreation. One is the Alma which members will know has
featured in many DCS newsletters. The other is Jubilee Park.

Jubilee Park is a large open space in Dronfield which is
maintained by the Town Council. It is regularly mowed
and flailed once a year. The Park was gifted in 1977 by the
Shepley family who occupied a property known as Aston
End on Cross Lane from 1934-1962.
A Civic Society member who lives near to Jubilee Park has,
over the years, contacted the Town Council about the
poor state of the park. Problems of litter, vandalism
and the original plaque obscured by ivy were some of the
concerns raised. The Civic Society decided to look into this
matter with a view to raising the profile of Jubilee Park.
According to one committee member, the Park used to
have a wooden shelter funded by the Shepley family which
has been lost due to vandalism. A dilapidated bench
now occupies the site of the shelter.
If you live nearby, or if you have connections to the
Shepley family, write to us and let us know what you
would like to see in Jubilee Park, or whether it should be
left unchanged.
We would like to express our thanks to the Town Council
for the work done to improve many parks and play areas
around the town.

Jubilee Park is situated at the top of Green Lane. It is
on the right hand side of the road as you approach the
sign for Coal Aston.

The Old Petrol Pump

Dronfield Civic Society volunteers are
making preparations to recover the remains
of an old petrol pump that used to be sited
in front of the White Swan Inn.
If possible the pump will be refurbished and
re-positioned to its original place as seen in
this old photograph. If this is not possible,
due to its fragile state, it will be renovated in
situ, with the surrounding area cleared, to
be left as an interesting feature of
Dronfield’s past.

We know from research and with thanks to the Curator of The Old Airport Garage Museum at Rochester
Airport, that the vintage petrol pump is a Ruston and Hornsby built in the 1920s for Shell Mex & BP. The
pump would have been hand cranked and petrol would have been drawn from a tank under the forecourt.
Fuel was often delivered in barrels. The pump was accessed by rotating the door on the cabinet. Also
inside would be the hose and gun. Its base would have been black and the cabinet red.
Comments about this on the Dronfield & District Forum suggest that there may have been two petrol
pumps and that the pump(s) had to be moved due to their proximity to the road. Terry Butcher (94),
remembers pumping it by hand as a young boy, when his uncle Rex Barker had the garage nearby.
It hasn’t been possible to discover when the pump was moved to where it is now. Alan Bolland on
Facebook remembered that the glass bowl on top of the pump was once stolen, later to be recovered by
the local bobby.
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Responding to Concerns

Occasionally Dronfield residents contact the Civic Society with their concerns.
If it is something we can sort out, we do. If not we refer the problem to the
relevant authority.
The issues might be about signage in the Conservation Areas, noise from the
Dronfield by-pass, the unkempt state of parts of the town or heritage features
which require renovation.
Recently, a DCS member flagged-up the Festival of Britain Garden in Dronfield
Woodhouse.
FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN GARDEN
“There's a small garden in Dronfield Woodhouse, at the corner of Carr Lane
and Northern Common. It is basically two rose beds surrounded by golden box
hedges, with a couple of benches and all surrounded by a stone wall. Access
is through a small wrought iron gate, with the inscription FB 1951. This year it
is looking very forlorn and neglected perhaps due to a lack of maintenance
during the pandemic. Or has it just been forgotten? The gate could do with
some attention and perhaps even a small info panel could be considered.”
Chairman John Hinchcliffe discovered NEDDC is responsible for maintaining the garden
and a team was sent in to tidy it up. John then sought the necessary permission to
paint the gate.
The Festival of Britain was a national exhibition and fair in the summer of 1951.
Up and down the land, this time of celebration was recognised through civic and
voluntary enthusiasm. It was funded chiefly by the government, with a budget of
£12 million. The goal of the festival was to give the people a feeling of successful
recovery from the devastation of war, as well as promoting British science,
technology, industrial design, architecture and the arts.
With the lettering on the gate now more distinctive, this has perhaps solved the
mystery behind the creation of this little garden in Dronfield Woodhouse.

DRONFIELD'S HISTORIC (& ONLY) MILESTONE
Close to the Sheffield boundary and partly hidden by a hedgerow is an
ancient milestone. Dating from between 1781 and 1825, it marked the
Gleadless to Calver turnpike. Many of these ancient stones have now
been lost. Owned by the County Council, they are not maintained. The
milestone is fragile and deteriorating with most of the paintwork and
lettering having been lost to the elements. The design is considered
unusual. The milestone is in a vulnerable position surrounded by
vegetation and at risk from hedge and grass cutting machinery.
Member David Blackburn has twice contacted the Society about this,
so we asked the Council whether there are any future plans for such
features of the historic street scene. The view of the Council is to leave
the milestone as it is, rather than to restore it and risk drawing
attention to it which may well put it more at risk. So apologies David,
but we cannot go the extra mile with this particular project.
If you are interested in ancient milestones, there is a society you
can join. https://www.milestonesociety.co.uk/caring-for-orrepairing-milestones/

AND FINALLY—A MATTER OF SIGNAGE
DCS was contacted by a member of
the Society, a local business on the
High Street and by a non-member
through Facebook about the new,
bright red signs on Samad Cottage.
Concerns relate to the colour, the
number of signs, whether planning
permission has been approved for
the signs and whether they are
considered appropriate for the
building in its Conservation Area
setting.
DCS has raised this with Adrian Kirkham, Planning Manager who has
passed it to the Planning Enforcement Team.
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In 2004 planning permission was approved for a flat
fascia sign but refused for a hanging sign.
The Case Officer stated: “The property is an 18th
century building located in the heart of Dronfield
Conservation Area. It is identified as an important
building in the Character Statement May 2000. The
property is simple in character and domestic in
appearance rather than commercial. The sign is not
traditional in design or use of materials. It detracts
from the character of the building and is detrimental
to the amenity of the area and contrary to various
planning policies of the NEDLP.” It is clear from the
historic planning information that the current signs
do not have permission.

Mill Lane—Again

Mill Lane was once highly significant in terms of the town’s industrial prosperity.
Today it is not given the respect it deserves, being seemingly unloved and
undervalued.
The Civic Society has, over the years, done much to improve Mill Lane with a
short informative walk, a new footbridge over the Drone and tree planting at its
southern end. With the help of the Don Catchment Rivers Trust, we cleared huge
amounts of debris from the River Drone along Mill Lane to improve the health of
the river channel and increase visual amenity along its course.
The latest problems relate to graffiti on the industrial archaeology at the site of
the former Damstead Works. The large stone blocks left in the landscape were
the gritstone foundation blocks for the engines which drove the machinery for
making spindles and flyers for the textile industry.

If you have any suggestions about keeping
Mill Lane free from graffiti, litter and
fly-tipping, please get in touch.

Local Plan—Latest

After taking advice about how best to remove the graffiti without damage to the
archaeology, our own David Hallam, with the help of a suitable special product,
cleared the mess in half an hour.
The surrounding area was littered with cans and plastic bottles, sweet wrappers
and fast food packaging and an amount of broken glass. The river channel also
had litter within it.
So how can we prevent these problems in future? One suggestion has been to
contact Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School to see whether a group of students
from the relevant department could monitor the site and clear litter on a regular
basis. Another suggestion might be the formation of a Friends of Mill Lane Group
made up of those who use it regularly for exercise or dog walking.

The Local Plan process has been rumbling along seemingly for ages. Since the last consultation
in 2017 there has been a change in administration at NEDDC and more recently a change of
Council Leader. The planning system at national level keeps changing with new ways to
calculate how many houses should be built and local authorities struggle to keep apace of it all.
At the end of July the Inspector examining the NED Local Plan wrote to the Council asking them
to consider whether the latest data from the ONS (Office for National Statistics) represented a
change in circumstances. She also referenced a recent legal case brought by Aireborough
Neighbourhood Forum against Leeds City Council relating to land supply and Green Belt.
Council responded stating that they did not see the ONS data as change of circumstances. A
report by consultants Iceni explains that NED is attracting a high level of in-migration whilst
Aireborough Neighbourhood
demographically the population is falling as deaths exceed births. The 330 dwellings per
Forum vs Leeds City Council
annum figure is still appropriate to use for the housing land supply. It was felt that the
Aireborough case had implications for the Inspectors rather than for the planning officers.
A neighbourhood forum
Two Green Belt sites in Dronfield remain allocated for development in the Local Plan. They are
successfully challenged
a site at Stubley for 40 affordable homes and the site below Shakespeare Crescent, reduced by
Leeds City Council’s site plan
the Inspector from 235 homes to 160. In her Interim Report the Inspector found no
in the High Court in a
exceptional circumstances to retain an allocation for 200 houses in Coal Aston and a further
dispute over calculating
site in Eckington was removed from the site allocations.
Green Belt release for
housebuilding.
If the Council can meet their targets and demonstrate an oversupply with additional sites
The statutory challenge was
coming forward, it will be up to the Inspector to decide whether exceptional circumstances are
made under s.113 of the
present to remove land from the Green Belt scheduled to begin in 2023/24 in the housing
Planning and Compulsory
trajectory. Green Belt was the most contentious issue, receiving the most comments in the
Purchase Act 2004. The
council had adopted a figure previous consultation. There is also the spatial strategy to consider which ranks Dronfield as a
for its housing requirement Level 1 town along with Killamarsh, Eckington and Clay Cross. These towns will be the focus for
in its 2014 core strategy
housing development in the Plan together with Strategic Sites in the south of the district.
which later had to be
Through Main Modifications, the Inspector is proposing a less prescriptive strategy than that in
reduced to accord with
the Publication Draft of the Plan at the pre-Hearing stage of the Examination.
revised national guidance.
Our next opportunity to comment will be when the Main Modifications defined by the
It is likely that other
Inspector go out to consultation possibly in October. It will be extremely important for
neighbourhood forums and
residents to take part in the consultation, particularly if they object to large scale housing
similar bodies who are
development on the DR1 site below Shakespeare Crescent which is still actively farmed and
intending to influence the
decisions and plans of their which provides an important gap separating Dronfield and Unstone.
local authority will welcome
The Civic Society will take part in meetings with both town and district councillors to assess the
the outcome.
Main Modifications and to help those residents who may wish to comment.
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Coal Aston K6 Make-Over

Our plans to turn the old telephone kiosk (K6) in Coal Aston into a Book Exchange
were interrupted by poor weather in February and by the pandemic. But with
social distancing measures in place, our own David Hallam aided by Chairman
John Hinchcliffe and volunteer member Eric Singleton, took advantage of more
favourable conditions in July to get the job underway in readiness for when
the exchanging of books can take place once again.
The old glazing panels were removed. The exterior was sanded down and under
coated ready for a new top coat and gold crown. The interior ceiling was painted
white, the light bulb was replaced and the shelves that David had already made,
were fitted. A new door handle was the finishing touch.
A lady who lives nearby supplied coffee for the team and suggested that the kiosk
could be used as a plant swap. A good idea perhaps except that we had already
decided, based on the success of the Falcon Road kiosk, that it should be a second
Book Exchange.
Many passers by thanked the DCS team for the work they were doing in restoring
this item of heritage street furniture. We have had many offers of books for the
kiosk, when the time comes to open it as a mini library.

Town Centre For Sale
It is now common knowledge that Dronfield Civic
Centre is up for sale. The Freehold Neighbourhood
Retail Centre Investment comes at a price of
£3,500,000 providing an annual income of £466,000
and includes 15 retail units, 7 flats and a garage.
The total site area is 1.85 acres which doesn’t
include the car park or other public realm areas.
This has very much been a talking point at DCS
committee meetings and on social media.
Some residents hold the view that the Civic Centre
shops have had their time. Others blame greedy
landlords and say that there is a different story at
Pentland Road where all shops are occupied, rents
are lower and there is a waiting list.
Much has changed in the fifty years since the units
were built in terms of town centres, retail habits
and online presence.
In September 2019, NEDDC passed a budget of
£5000 to smarten up the public realm areas, but
with high vacancy rates, a decreased footfall and
reduced market offer it seems too little too late
aside from the complications associated with the
pandemic.
There is no doubt that our Civic Centre has been on
borrowed time for a number of years. The signs of
deterioration are obvious to so many. Whilst we
can’t bring back the stone buildings that once
occupied the site, it is important to plan for the
future to create something that will stand the test
of time in a town that is vibrant and a popular place
to live.
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Supporting Local Businesses
We are probably all too aware how local businesses are struggling
and what we can to do help with schemes like Eat Out to Help Out
and the VIP card associated with the Dronfield Eye. The effects of
Covid on the retail and hospitality sectors have seen High Streets
‘closing down’. Everything is a balance of risk, so when we were
contacted about the barriers on Dronfield Bottom for social
distancing but which prevented car parking to access the businesses,
Chairman John Hinchcliffe felt the need to write to the Executive
Director of DCC and Lee Rowley MP.
“Dear Mike,
Several members of the Civic Society have contacted me about the
measures you have put in place on Dronfield Bottom,
apparently to ensure social distancing during the Covid19
pandemic. You may also know that there is considerable
public concern about the measures, as can be seen from the
Dronfield and District Forum on Facebook.
I write to ask that the barriers are removed as soon as possible
from four points of view. The first is that the barriers
constitute a road safety risk. Narrowing the road which has a
considerable amount of heavy goods vehicle traffic going to and
from the Callywhite Lane Industrial Estate is not sensible.
I also know of a case where a car actually hit, and moved, one of
the barriers. That could have resulted in injury to a
pedestrian. Also, removing well used car parking spaces will
inevitably mean that parking will transfer to surrounding roads,
with concomitant increase in road safety risks.
The second is the effect on local businesses, which, as you will
know are struggling from the prolonged lockdown. They need
people to be able to park close by to be able to access their
services. Many of the customers are elderly and of limited mobility
and will be trying to access dental, optical and chiropody services,
all made very difficult by the removal of parking places.
The third point relates to the question of whether the barriers
actually are necessary to ensure social distancing. As I
understand it, there are very few cases of Covid19 in Dronfield and
Dronfield people have proved themselves to be sensible in keeping
the virus at bay. The Prime Minister says he trusts the common
sense of the British people, please will you trust Dronfield people
to be sensible?
My final point, in the whole context outlined above, is a
relatively minor one but is a concern to the Civic Society, and that
is the fact that these terribly ugly barriers are in place in the
Dronfield Conservation Area. That is not a good look.
I do hope that you will be able to remove the barriers as soon as
possible.”

Recovery Plans
In July, DCS received a request from Bryan Harrison, the Senior
Regeneration Officer and Urban Designer at NEDDC. Bryan
stated that as part of the Covid-19 recovery plans, the authority is
looking for volunteers to undertake a footfall count in town
centres. It would require counting on one Tuesday and one
weekend in August, to be repeated in December. This is likely to
reveal the depressing picture of a town centre in decline,
something the Civic Society has commented on through the Local
Plan process. Perhaps now is the time to implement some of the
measures outlined in the ‘OPUN’ report commissioned by NEDDC
to make it a more attractive space with seating areas, shop
canopies and street trees if the market offer can be diversified.
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These images posted on the Dronfield & District Forum resulted in
267 comments

Lee Rowley responded saying DCC indicated the cones
would be gone by August 7th. The organisation Cadent
placed them there and the Council was pushing to get
them removed more quickly. On the point about the
“passing places”, Lee remained unconvinced of the need
for them. Cllrs Alex Dale and Angelique Foster did
manage to get their impact reduced from the original
proposals.
As of Saturday 15th August, barriers and road signs held
in place with sandbags were still there. Not a great look
for a Conservation Area.

AGM and Annual Awards
Owing to the ongoing situation in respect of
Covid-19, the Society is proposing to hold its annual
AGM by Zoom. Members who do not have access
to the technology will be sent all the necessary
documents and information by post. The Society is
obliged under its constitution to hold an annual
general meeting to elect its Management Team for
the following year and submit its Treasury and
Membership Reports to members. The Zoom
meeting will be on October 21st 2020 and we will
need a quorum of ten members to take part.
Further details will be sent nearer the time. Mick
Kirk, who has been Treasurer for the Society for
the last three years has given notice that he will be
stepping down from the role to spend more time
with his new grandchildren. We would like to
express our grateful thanks to Mick for all the hard
work both as Treasurer and active member,
working alongside David Hallam on many practical
projects.
The Society cannot function without a Treasurer
and so we are delighted that David Meechan will
take on this position after the AGM. David has
been a member of the DCS Management Team for
some time and served on the Dronfield Residents’
Green Belt Group at the Local Plan Hearings where
he took the Council to task over its housing
numbers and Green Belt Review. We’d like to
thank David and welcome him to his new role.

As many will know, we usually hold a combined AGM and Evening
of Celebration on the third Wednesday in May when we present
the annual John Robert Clough Awards to those who have made a
significant contribution to improving aspects of the town.
We received a number of nominations for 2020 and a few more
during lockdown. We are proposing to hold an event in May 2021
where the awards for 2020 and 2021 will be presented together to
the winners.
Please continue to nominate those who deserve recognition for
what they have done for the town. Nominations can be for a
group or an individual, for the renovation of a special building, a
garden area, or a business going that extra mile to be eco-friendly.
We’ve now made it easier to nominate with a simple form on the
DCS website. Former Secretary of the Society Judith Vernier
co-ordinates the nominations and organises the judging panel
which includes the Rector Peter Bold, the Mayor and members of
the DCS Management Team.

An Invitation to Renew Your Membership 2020-21
It is not too late to renew your membership. We invite you to renew from April 1st, but welcome late payments during these challenging
and difficult times. Annual subscription charges are £10.00 singles,
£15.00 couples/families and £25.00 for small businesses/schools and associations.
Membership Secretary, Josephine Wright will be pleased to receive renewal payment by cheque payable to:
Dronfield Civic Society
Please send to: Mrs J Wright DCS Membership Secretary 11 Moorgate Crescent, Dronfield S18 1YF
For any membership queries you can contact Jo on dcsmembership@gmail.com
Please change your Standing Order to the new rates if you have not already done so. Life membership remains at £60.00 single and
£100.00 joint. Small business/school/association remains at £25.00.
Did you know you can now pay by BACS? Our sort code is 60-40-09 and account number 09430342.

Please renew my membership of Dronfield Civic Society from 1st April 2020 to 31st March 2021
Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Email………………………………………………………………………………….
Membership: (please circle)

Single

Couple/Family

Business/School/Association

I enclose a cheque made payable to Dronfield Civic Society for £………………..
Members receive reduced price entry to DCS talks and either a quarterly e-newsletter or a printed copy.
PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AS IT SAVES THE COST OF POSTAGE AND PRINTING
If you would like to become a sponsor of Dronfield Civic Society
please contact us at enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk for
further details.

Dronfield Civic Society is sponsored by Stauff
UK Ltd. Experts in the UK hydraulic industry
since 1977 www.stauff.co.uk
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