
It helps us to save on postage and printing costs if you can receive this newsletter by email, so please let us have your current email address. 

Dronfield Civic Society 
Caring for our local environment since 1989 

Web:   www.dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk Email:   enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk 

YOUR CIVIC SOCIETY RELIES ON VOLUNTEERS WHO HELP TO KEEP OUR TOWN AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE.  
HELP US TO KEEP THIS SHARED SPACE BEAUTIFUL FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.  JOIN US! 

We’d like to let you 
know that in spite of 

the pandemic,  
Dronfield Civic Society 
remains very active. 

We held our AGM by 
Zoom in October and 

continue to hold  
Management Team 

meetings using online 
technology. 

Although we had  
planned to re-start 
monthly events in  

January, at the time of 
writing, this now looks 

unlikely.  
John Hinchcliffe—Chairman 
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Welcome to the December newsletter  
 Mill Lane River Drone Clean Up 

Jane Singleton 
 

It has been a very different year for the Civic Society.  We began last January with a grand clean-up 
of the Mill Lane section of the River Drone.  It was a hugely successful event, attracting more than 
fifty residents including many young children.  Since then all plans have been on hold due to the  
pandemic.  We were unable to hold the AGM in May together with our evening of celebration when 
we present awards to those who make a significant contribution to improving the town. 

Instead, we held the AGM by Zoom in October and thank those who took part for joining us.  We are 
carrying all nominations for the John Robert Clough Awards forward to May next year.  The  
Dronfield Lecture for October 2020 had to be postponed.  We are pleased that Sarah McCleod from 
Wentworth Woodhouse has been able to re-schedule her presentation for next October. 

This issue has a planning focus.  We provide an update on the Local Plan and examine the work of 
the national charity Civic Voice, which is helping to keep civic societies together during the  
pandemic, with invaluable information provided through webinars.  Civic Voice recently held  
discussions about the Planning White Paper and invited members to comment on the proposals for 
radical changes to the planning system affecting local plans, Green Belts, housing targets and public 
participation in the planning process. 

At the time of going to press, NEDDC is consulting on the Main Modifications to the Local Plan which 
the Inspector considers are necessary in order that it can be found sound.  We hope that you will 
take part as this will be the final opportunity to persuade the Inspector to remove the remaining 
Green Belt allocations in Dronfield and elsewhere in the district.   

 

 
Planning for the Future Whilst Remembering the Past 

Covid-19 has meant some of our current plans are on 
hold for the foreseeable future.  Regulations, at the 
time of writing, mean that we are unable to hold face 
to face meetings and monthly events. 

For the first time since the Society was formed  
thirty-one years ago, we couldn’t hold the AGM and  
Evening of Celebration. 

Instead we had to get to grips with Zoom for  
committee meetings prior to using it for the AGM on 
October 21st.  Information relating to membership 
and finances was sent out by email or post to keep  
all members informed.  We are of course aware that 
some may not be familiar with or wish to use Zoom, 
but it was the only option to us as we are required to 
have an AGM every year. 

In January we had hoped to be back to running 
events with a former Chairman John Harvey  
delivering a presentation on a local history topic.  
Due to recent developments with the pandemic, this 
now seems unlikely.  We have asked John whether he 
would consider using Zoom to present his talk  
instead.  

Remembering the 2019 Civic Society AGM and Evening of Celebration 
before Covid-19 made its presence felt on all our lives.   
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 What Does the Planning White Paper Mean for the NED Local Plan? 

The White Paper, published on 6th August 
2020, proposed to radically reform the  
current English planning process to make it 
a significantly simpler, faster and more 
predictable system. 

It argued that the current system has  
become too complex, opaque and slow, 
particularly in relation to the development 
of Local Plans which means all too often 
public participation is restricted by the  
process itself. 

There is a national ambition to build 
300,000 homes every year in response to 
years of missed targets and not enough 
houses being built across the regions. 

New Local Plans will have a simplified role 
to identify land for development and  
protection.  Three types of land will be  
categorized.  Growth Areas where  
substantial development can occur and 
which will receive automatic outline  
planning permission through a Local Plan,  
Renewal Areas where there will be a  
statutory presumption in favour of  
development and Protected Areas which 
are classified according to their  
environmental or cultural characteristics 
and which justify more stringent  
development controls.  They would include 
Green Belt, Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty AONBs, Conservation Areas and 
Local Wildlife Sites. 

The paper proposed Local Plans be stripped 
back to an interactive map, key and text 
which specifies uses and parameters such 
as height and density.  Design codes and 
guides should steer the form and  
appearance of development. 

Tests of soundness would be scrapped to be 
replaced by a single ‘sustainability test’.  
There would be a reduced role for planning 
committees in the determination of  
planning applications. 

A new standard method of calculating 
housing figures for each Local Authority is 
proposed to distribute the target. 

The Duty to Co-operate test would be  
abolished. 

There would be greater use of digital  
technology including standardisation of 
templates for planning notices and Local 
Plans would be interactive, fully digitised 
and map rather than document based.  A 
‘model template’ for Local Plans will be 
published to support standardisation  
countrywide.  Local authorities would have 
a limited time to produce a local plan.   
Thirty months is seen as adequate. 

For those who took part in the many lengthy consultations over the years to 
bring the NEDDC Local Plan to examination, a simpler process is certainly 
 welcomed. 

The NEDDC Local Plan had an overwhelming number of ‘evidence based  
documents’ which had to be scrutinized in addition to the Plan document itself 
at well over 200 pages. 

In 2018 a standardised methodology provided by the government could be 
used to calculate housing numbers in local plans.  Many authorities used the 
methodology with the result that fewer houses were built than deemed to be 
needed.  The Labour administration opted not to use it and brought the plan 
to examination under transitional arrangements.  They preferred to set a  
Regeneration Scenario strategy which actually increased the figure that could 
have been used by more than 50 houses per annum.   

The ambition to build 300,000 homes per year has meant a revision to the 
methodology and according to a report by Lichfields, the current proposal to 
build 330 homes per year in NE Derbyshire would potentially increase to 419.  
This needs to be qualified as at this stage it does not take into account the 
amount of ‘Protected’ land that lies within the county.  It is likely that many 
local authorities, including NE Derbyshire will need to plan for much higher 
numbers of houses if the proposals are implemented.  This is likely to be a 
driving factor to secure the plan which is at examination now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lichfields.uk/grow-renew-protect-planning-for-the-future/how-many-homes-the-new-
standard-method/ 

Design codes and guidance relate to ‘building back better’ and recognising the 
importance of beauty in creating the dwellings and residential environments 
for the future, so this is to be welcomed. 

Currently there are several tests of soundness which Planning Inspectors have 
to judge have been met in order for a Local Plan to proceed to adoption.  They 
include legal compliance, being positively prepared, justified and consistent 
with national policies in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

Duty to Co-operate has to be demonstrated under the old system. A local  
authority must be able to demonstrate a co-operation to take unmet need 
from another authority.  If the Inspector deems there is a lack of duty to  
co-operate, the examination of a plan cannot proceed.  This was always a  
concern for the NE Derbyshire plan, particularly with Sheffield being so close 
to the county border, potentially putting the Green Belt at risk.  One of the 
difficulties with Duty to Co-operate is that most local authorities are at  
different stages of the plan making process from their near neighbours. 

We would perhaps all welcome having a more visual approach to the planning 
system in terms of being able to look at a map and immediately know which 
areas were designated for growth or protection.  Instead we have Policies 
Maps which attempt to cram all the policies in the plan on a small map with an 
over-complicated key.  The policies are then not always concisely delivered 
within lengthy documents. 

There hasn’t been a Plan for NE Derbyshire in place since 2005 and the new 
one isn’t yet adopted.  So a more timely period of 30 months is to be  
welcomed. 

Some of the comments directed at the proposals state that it is even more of a developers’ charter than the present system 
and too broad brush an approach.  The government has been lobbied and changes to the original document are expected.  
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DCS Takes Part in the Civic Voice Response to the Planning White Paper 

Dronfield Civic Society took part in the Civic Voice 
consultation on the recent White Paper about  
changes to the planning system.  Some of the  
concerns raised were around diminished community 
involvement, lack of detail and centralisation.  Our 
new Treasurer David Meechan wrote a response on 
behalf of DCS, part of which was included by Civic 
Voice in their overall comments. 
79% of those who took part think that community 
groups will have less influence on the planning  
system and a further 86% think the planning system 
will be less democratic.  The draft response has been 
informed by 16 online events, 700 survey responses 
and more than 1300 participants in workshops and 
webinars. More than 150 Civic Voice group members 
have directly contributed. 
Civic Voice highlighted a lack of detail and vagueness 
in the White Paper.  They suggest the Government 
must provide further detail and consider more  
consultation before progressing.   
They welcome the opportunity for earlier and more 
meaningful engagement, but not at the expense of 
reducing the right for communities to make  
representations at a later stage.   
They welcome aspirations for best in class  
engagement, but this means following through with 
meaningful time and a meaningful role.   
They welcome the implementation of digital  
methods for consultation, but not at the expense of 
physical consultation being removed or replaced. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/907647/MHCLG-Planning-Consultation.pdf 

Trouble at t’Mill  
If you look back over our newsletters, most have references 
to trouble at Mill Lane.  From litter to fly-tipping, vandalism 
to graffiti, this area of the town is a hot spot for these sort 
of behaviours.   
The area between the residences at the northern and 
southern ends, where the track is rutted and muddy seems 
to be particularly problematic. 
The Civic Society and volunteers have worked hard to  
improve the amenity of Mill Lane, with a short woodland 
walk and a new bridge over the river to the archaeology of 
the Damstead Works.  Securing grant funding from Veolia 
we were able to install information panels about the  
industrial history and the ecological value of this green 
corridor.  We planted native tree species to improve  
biodiversity and installed rustic seating beside the path 
through woodland.  But the behaviours described continue. 
The latest vandalism is destructive to say the least.  It was 
reported to us by a former Chairman of the Society and we 
will be taking the necessary action to repair the damage 
and report the fly-tipping to the local authority.  In this 
instance, the wheelbarrow which just needs a good clean, 
will be removed by DCS and given a future use. 
Can you help us?  If you walk along Mill Lane and notice  
fly-tipping, please report it to the local authority.  If you 
notice damage or graffiti, please contact us and we will 
sort it out.  

https://www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/environmental-health/waste-
damage-and-disturbance/fly-tipping#report 

 

Smashed Perspex, a dumped wheelbarrow and wooden posts 
knocked over—the latest trouble at Mill Lane 



Large images in this piece credited to John Harvey 
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Former RBS Building—Questioning the Planning Process 

Dronfield’s first bank in this building began on the 28th June 1873.  The Sheffield & 
Rotherham Joint Stock Banking Company ran the branch which opened on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays only.  When the bank closed on the 17th January 2019, 
RBS had occupied the building which subsequently fell victim to the axing of 
branches in many small towns nationally. 

The building is a fine example of Georgian architecture, replicating The Manse 
nearby with an almost identical doorway.  Noted in the Neighbourhood Plan as 
one of Dronfield’s Character Buildings of Local Heritage Interest, it is within the  
Conservation Area. 

One of the aims of the Civic Society is the preservation and protection of historic 
buildings especially those within conservation areas.  Whilst it is important that 
these buildings are given a future use, it is also vital that they receive appropriate  
treatment, in sympathy with their heritage to maintain historical integrity as much 
as is possible through the planning process. 

Since the bank closed its doors for the final time, the building has seen a good deal 
of external deterioration and neglect.  The Civic Society brought to the attention of 
the authority the fly-posting across the doorway, whilst pondering a suitable future 
use, with conversion to residential seeming appropriate. 

So why are we flagging this up now when work on the building has begun? 

DCS would just like to set the record straight in terms of what has happened here.  
Possibly as a result of first lockdown and then the continuation of restrictions due 
to the pandemic; possibly through poor communication on the part of the Local 
Authority,  former Chair of the Civic Society, John Harvey, believes due process was 
not followed.  The Civic Society supports the position of Mr Harvey who has now 
raised a formal complaint with NEDDC. 

During ‘lockdown’ in April, NEDDC received a planning application (NED/20/00369/
FL) for conversion of the building into six apartments.  The application may well 
have been passed from one planning officer to another and it is believed that no 
neighbour notices were posted during this time.   

John Harvey contacted the Civic Society in early September, when work appeared 
to be starting on the building.  He also contacted residents of neighbouring  
properties and found that letters had not been received and there was no evidence 
that a Neighbour Notice was displayed on 27th July as claimed by NEDDC.  Only 
two residents raised any objection to the application, yet we are aware of much 
interest in this building.  The Council admitted that one neighbouring property had 
been missed from notification.  Only very late in the process, did residents become 
aware of this planning application. 

The application did not appear on the weekly planning lists on the NEDDC website, 
yet the Town Council were made aware of it at their meeting on June 1st.  The TC  
offered no comment even though the building is in the conservation area and is 
listed as having heritage interest in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

DCS would have objected to the scheme on a number of grounds had we known 
about it.  Without wishing to labour the point, it is important for us to share our 
concerns about the matter with members. 

Case Officer: Aspbury Planning 
(Denise Knipe) 

Date Received 29th April 2020 
Target Date 20th August 2020 

Site Visit 15th July 2020 
Planning Application 20/00369/FL 

Developer Mr Michael Walsh of Ariane 
Developments Ltd Goose Lane  

Wickersley Rotherham 

 
The application went to the Town  
Council on June 1st but was not  
mentioned as being actioned in the 
minutes. The TC did not send in an  
objection to NEDDC although the  
Neighbourhood Plan has the building 
listed as being a character building of 
local heritage interest within the  
Conservation Area.   

Residents of Dronfield will be fully 
aware that this building is on the corner 
of School Lane and Lea Road where 
parked vehicles compromise pedestrian 
safety.  It is a very busy and dangerous 
junction in the town.  There are two 
schools nearby with more than 600  
pupils. 

We would have expected the Town 
Council to have commented on an  
application for 6 apartments in the  
former RBS building where no off road 
parking provision for the vehicles of the  
occupants is demonstrated in  the  
application.   

Civic Voice, the national charity for the 
civic movement, recently ran a  

discussion about whether  
Civic Societies should be statutory  
consultees in the planning process.   
In the case of this building, it would 
certainly have enabled us to debate 
the heritage value and the increased 

dangers as a direct result of no off road 
parking being provided for the six 

apartments which are close to  
two schools. 



More Questions Than Answers 

Mr Kirkham did not initially respond to John Harvey or to the DCS 
Chair John Hinchcliffe.  DCS also wrote to the Town Council on the 
18th September for an explanation about this application. 

On 13th October John Harvey received an email from Kath  
Wilkinson on behalf of Adrian Kirkham.  The email stated that a 
site notice had been displayed on 27th July and the Council  
consulted on No 2 School Lane and 29 Lea Road for which they 
received representations.  The Parish Council was notified and the  
relevant ward members.  There was a press advert published but 
there was no direct notification with No 20 Lea Road. 
The decision did not go to full planning committee, but was  
decided by delegated powers.  The Highway Authority noted the 
lack of parking, ‘but offset that against the approved use of the 
building’, so did not object to the application. 

NEDDC claimed that the heritage impact was also fully assessed,  
although there is no Design and Access Statement accompanying 
the application.   

Whilst conversion to residential is appropriate and  
welcomed, the scale of development and its  
implications for the Conservation Area and traffic 
are worrying.   
Was the impact of no off road parking spaces 
properly considered by someone with knowledge 
of the site and its surroundings?   
Did approval take into account the building in the  
Conservation Area being part of and adjacent to 
listed buildings? 
Were the Character Statements and  
Neighbourhood Plan considered which give historic 
status to this building? 
Was consideration given to the impact of  
alterations on the historic integrity of the building? 

DCS would like to reiterate that had we known about this application we would have strongly objected on many grounds.   If the 
application had been decided by full planning committee, public participation in the process would have taken place. We do  
support appropriate residential conversion of this building but the current application is not in sympathy with the character of 
the building.  Six apartments is over development which will change the fenestration, with the insertion of additional windows 
and the loss of the long staircase window which will totally destroy the historic integrity of the rear elevation.  Similarly the 
front elevation will be compromised with dormer windows and another entrance into the extension as well as bin storage.  

Much communication has taken place between John Hinchcliffe on behalf of the Civic Society and Town Council Leader  
Angelique Foster as well as with Adrian Kirkham at NEDDC.  It is regrettable what has happened, but there can be no reversal of 
the planning permission.  Cllr Foster has said that there should be improvement in the system to highlight potential  
controversial planning applications so that this does not happen to another building of character in our town.  

On the 6th and 13th of September former Chair of DCS, John Harvey, wrote to Adrian Kirkham, Planning Manager 
(Development Management) at NEDDC asking questions about whether due process had been followed, whether the  

implications for the Conservation Area had been considered, together with the road safety issues with no off-road parking  
provision.  Maintaining the historic integrity of this ‘fine Georgian building’ was questioned when the front elevation will see 

dormers in the roof, another entrance and a bin storage area next to the front main entrance. 

Understandably, John Harvey, who represents DCS on the Town Council’s Road Safety Advisory Committee, was not satisfied 
with the responses received and he registered a formal complaint with NEDDC over the handing of this application. 
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Pictorial Meadows—The Colour and Beauty of Wildflowers  

There can be no doubt that the Town Council’s trial to create a wildflower 
‘meadow’ near Sindelfingen Park was a success.  The idea which was  
supported by the Civic Society at town and district level is to be repeated 
next year.   

Following an assessment of suitability for wildflower planting in other  
areas in the town, the Town Council is in the process of gaining quotes to 
add a further wildflower area in the Alma. 

The Leabrook Valley team is also seeking permission to plant a wildflower 
meadow in the grass verge along Gosforth Drive. 

So there is certainly something to look forward to next summer and plenty 
of photographic opportunities to capture the colour. 

Above: Sindelfingen Park 
Below: Ribbon of Flowers along the B6051 from  

Upper Newbold to Barlow 
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DCS in the Dronfield Directory 

Can Civic Societies Survive the 
New Normal? 

This is a question many are asking and through 
Civic Voice, the national charity for the civic 
movement, we are being guided through Zoom 
technology and webinars. 

Whilst we do not have such a visual presence in 
the town, we continue to scrutinize planning  
applications, keep up to date with the  
examination of the Local Plan, by taking part in 
the latest  consultation, produce newsletters, 
comment on the latest housing White Paper and 
promote debate on social media. 

Some practical work can continue including the 
refurbishment of an old petrol pump that once 
stood near to the White Swan Inn. 

The Society was founded in 1989, with support 
from Rotary and the first Chair was Maureen 
Green who continued in that role until 2001. 

Established for the public benefit to stimulate 
interest in Dronfield, Coal Aston and Dronfield 
Woodhouse, the Society sought to promote high 
standards of planning and architecture.  It aimed 
to secure the preservation, protection,  
development and improvement of features of 
historic or public interest. 

From the beginning issues like litter, traffic  
management and road safety were to the fore. 

Today, the area has widened to include Unstone 
and surrounding villages and hamlets including 
Hundall, Apperknowle and the Handleys.   

We foster civic pride, stimulate and educate 
through projects and promote an understanding 
of beauty, history, geography and local character.  
We encourage high standards in the management 
and development of the built environment,  
promote conservation, protection and  
improvement of the town and in particular the 
public realm and historic environment. 

In short, the aim of the Society has been and to 
make Dronfield a better place in which to live. 

The Society has had three Chairmen: Maureen 
Green 1989-2001, Bob Clough (sadly deceased) 
2001-2009 and John Harvey 2009-2017.  John 
Fletcher held the post for 2 years following and  
John Hinchcliffe is the current Chair. 

We were recently contacted by Deb Wain of the Dronfield Eye.   
Deb wanted to write a piece about how the Civic Society came about 
and asked for information about how we have helped to improve the 
town over the years.  So we thought we’d like to share this with  
members old and new as we remember the past and look forward to a 
‘new’ future. 

So what has the Civic Society actually achieved? 

In 1991-93 we were successful in heading a campaign to stop open cast 
mining and in 2003-05 we defended the Green Belt in the Callywhite Lane 
area of Dronfield. 

Along the way, we supported other important groups in the town through 
funding and campaigning.  They included the Dronfield Woodhouse Well 
Dressing Group, Dronfield in Bloom, the Station Action Group (which  
became FoDS) and the Lea Brook Valley Project. 

On an ongoing basis we plant bulbs around the town, scrutinize and  
comment on planning applications, get involved in road safety and traffic  
management work including a Safer Dronfield Campaign and we lobbied 
for a crossing point on the High Street. 

We organise regular litter picks, engage younger citizens, plan  
programmes of monthly talks through autumn and spring, produce a  
quarterly newsletter, deliver web based information and we have a social  
media presence. 

We reward and commend those who make a significant contribution to 
improving the town through annual John Robert Clough awards. 

On a more visual basis, we worked to raise a bid for funds from Veolia to 
improve Mill Lane with a woodland walk, a new footbridge over the Drone 
and information boards about the industrial heritage of the town.  We’ve 
refurbished and repaired an ancient hand rail at the Chapel Steps and 
planted trees on Mill Lane and at Sindelfingen Park. 

We fund improvements to the local street scene including sign boards at 
the Barn and Parish Church. 

Since 2015 we have renovated the last three remaining K6 telephone  
kiosks in town, turning one into a successful Book Exchange with another 
one ready to open post Covid-19. 

In 2012, we made safe a dangerous boardwalk along Unstone Line and 
created an environmental and heritage trail  by securing a Community 
Action Grant of almost £1000.  A year later we worked to clear invasive 
Himalayan Balsam.  

Less visual but nonetheless just as important, we contributed content for 
the Neighbourhood Plan, took part in the Local Plan Hearings over the 
course of three weeks in the autumn of 2018 and produced a policy  
document relating to outdoor signage. 

Demonstrating a passion for the history and heritage of one of Dronfield’s 
forgotten buildings, we persuaded the local authority to allow us to view 
and photograph the Manor Stables.  This prompted a huge response on 
social media about the need to retain them and find a future purpose,  
although they are still scheduled to be converted into apartments at the 
time of writing. 

One of the recent issues affecting many residents in the town was the 
noise from the Dronfield by-pass following resurfacing last year.  DCS 
joined residents in lobbying the council and the MP to a satisfying  
conclusion.  We have on numerous occasions lobbied the council about the 
graffiti on the Bowshaw Barrier and challenged the usefulness or  
otherwise of its presence at the northern entrance to our town. 

Our most popular event to date was working with the Don Catchment  
Rivers Trust to help clean up a section of the River Drone and its adjacent 
areas on Mill Lane. 

Hopefully, the future of the Society is bright! 
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Local Plan—Latest 

Project Petrol Pump In the last issue we reported on a project to reinstate an old fuel pump which used to 
occupy a position adjacent to the White Swan Inn.  When regulations changed, with 
road widening and an increased number of vehicles on the roads, the pump had to be 
moved to a safer distance away from the highway. Closer examination of this relic by our 

own David Hallam reveals fragile  
tinwork and a void underneath the 
base. 

New proposals are to carry out the 
necessary repair work in situ.  This 
includes patching and repainting of 
the metal work in its original colours, 
clearance of ivy from nearby areas, 
ground levelling around the feature 
and either block paving or chippings 
around the base. 

The necessary permission is being 
sought from Enterprise Inns to  
undertake this work to restore an 
original piece of Dronfield’s motoring 
history. 

Heritage at Risk— Latest Findings 
Historic England published the most recent Heritage at 
Risk Register on 15th October 2020.  The Register  
identifies sites most ‘at risk’ of being lost as a result of 
neglect, decay or inappropriate development. 

In 2020 there are 5,097 total entries.  Across England 
there are 491 conservation areas with 3 conservation  
areas being added whilst 9 have been removed.  In total 
181 entries were removed from the Register but 216 were 
added. 

This resource is now more accessible than in previous 
years.  You can now explore areas at risk near where you 
live online at https://englishheritage.maps. 

With the reforms to move to a digital planning system, the 
‘Areas that are Protected’ on the basis of their existing 
status, such as conservation areas, will be fully digitally 
mapped and thus instantly designated and recognisable to 
anyone. 

Historic England should be congratulated for publishing 
this register despite the collection of data being  
challenging due to Covid-19.   

The 2020 Heritage at Risk Register includes: 

1,475 buildings and structures 
932 places of worship 
2,090 archaeology entries 
103 parks and gardens 
3 battlefields 
3 protected wreck sites 
491 conservation areas 

Locally the Register includes the Summerley Coke Ovens 

By the time you receive this 
newsletter, consultation on 
the Main Modifications to the 
Local Plan will be taking 
place.  The statutory six week 
period has been extended by 
a week and a half to take into 
account restrictions around 
the pandemic in the run up to  
Christmas. 
As many will note, the site 
known as DR1 in the Plan, 
below Shakespeare Crescent 
is still included in the  
allocations for housing. 

The public consultation is the final opportunity to prevent this 
site being removed from the Green Belt.  If you remember, 
the Inspector, in her Interim Report, stated that there were 
no exceptional circumstances to remove what was known as 
DR2 (Coal Aston) from the Green Belt.  A site at Eckington 
was removed from allocation and the original DR1 site was 
scaled back by the Council from 235 houses to 160. 

Exceptional circumstances have to be demonstrated in order 
to remove land from the Green Belt.  Since the Examination 
and the Interim Report, the Council has been able to provide 
a trajectory showing that they can meet their five year land 
supply with a target of 330 homes per annum. 

The Inspector has requested the public consider the latest 
housing permissions and completions data and several other 
documents since her Interim Report in February 2019.   
Ultimately it will be the Inspector who has to judge whether 
exceptional circumstances still exist for land to be removed 
from the Green Belt. 

If you can, please take part in this consultation.  The Civic 
Society position is that the modification to the Shakespeare 
site does not go far enough and the Inspector should now 
remove it as an allocation because of a modification to the 
spatial strategy.  See the back page for more information. 



 
Please renew my membership of Dronfield Civic Society from 1st April 2020 to 31st March 2021  

Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                 Email…………………………………………………………………………………. 

                 Membership: (please circle)         Single         Couple/Family        Business/School/Association 

                 I enclose a cheque made payable to Dronfield Civic Society for £……………….. 

Members receive reduced price entry to DCS talks and either a quarterly e-newsletter or a printed copy. 
PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AS IT SAVES THE COST OF POSTAGE AND PRINTING 

Dronfield Civic Society is sponsored by Stauff 
UK Ltd. Experts in the UK hydraulic industry 
since 1977 www.stauff.co.uk 

If you would like to become a sponsor of Dronfield Civic Society 
please contact us at enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk for  
further details. 
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A Speaker Meeting Via Zoom 

So to break the monotony of the dark autumn  
evenings, we organised for Paul Robbins, who came 
highly recommended, to tell us about some “Great 
British Eccentrics” via Zoom. 

Paul took us on a light-hearted journey to look at 
some of the great characters from our past including 
a Duke who lived in a converted fish tank, to the more 
recent great eccentrics of the last thirty years.  This 
was a highly amusing talk, giving us all a giggle. 
Just what we all needed!  

If you joined the meeting and enjoyed it, please let us 
know.  If we get a positive response, then we may be 
tempted to organise something similar for next year. 

We are aware that not all members may wish to use  
Zoom, but it is the best we’ve got for now.  Image: 
https://speakernet.co.uk/talk/2697/great-british-
eccentrics 

An Invitation to Renew Your Membership 2020-21 

Local Plan Consultation 
Help from Town Council & MP 

The piece about proposals to change the planning system makes the 
case that the current system is too complicated for residents to make 
effective comments on a Local Plan.  It is a challenging  process, which 
has been running for years in our District. 

The latest consultation on the Main Modifications doesn’t make it 
easy for residents to make their views known.  Members of the Town 
Council and the MP, Lee Rowley, want to see all the Green Belt  
housing allocations removed from the Plan.  To help achieve this, the 
Councillors will berunning online meetings and if Covid-19 regulations 
permit after the lockdown period, opening the Civic Hall for surgeries 
so that you can view the plans.  The consultation runs to 23rd  
December, so there will still be plenty of time to make your  
representations to the District Council and to the Inspector.  The MP 
will be hosting a series of Zoom meetings for each of the main towns 
starting with Dronfield on Thursday 19th November.  Three further 
meetings in Eckington, Killamarsh and Clay Cross will also be held to 
help residents to submit their comments. 

Response forms are complicated, so if you prefer, you can send in a 
letter or email stating why you object or support the modifications.  
The Inspector has to read each and every comment before making 
further recommendations to the Plan if she feels it is still unsound.  
She will then issue her Final Report to the District Council to conclude 
the Examination. The Council  has to vote to adopt the Plan formally.  
This is likely to be problematic particularly if the allocations in the 
Green Belt are still in the Plan.  Once land is removed from the Green 
Belt, Green Belt policies cease to apply at planning application stage. 

We have very much missed 
holding our monthly speaker 
meetings at St Andrew’s  
followed by a raffle and chat 
over a cup of tea or coffee.  
Whilst we were hoping that 
things may now have been 
better in terms of Covid-19, 
clearly they are not, just yet.   

It is not too late to renew your membership. We invite you to renew from April 1st, but welcome late payments during these challenging  

and difficult times.  Annual subscription charges are £10.00 singles,  

£15.00 couples/families and £25.00 for small businesses/schools and associations.   

 Membership Secretary, Josephine Wright will be pleased to receive renewal payment by cheque payable to:  

Dronfield Civic Society 

Please send to:  Mrs J Wright  DCS Membership Secretary  11 Moorgate Crescent, Dronfield  S18 1YF 

For any membership queries you can contact Jo on dcsmembership@gmail.com 

   Please change your Standing Order to the new rates if you have not already done so.  Life membership remains at £60.00 single and 

£100.00 joint.  Small business/school/association remains at £25.00. 

Did you know you can now pay by BACS?   Our sort code is 60-40-09 and account number 09430342. 

 


