
It helps us to save on postage and printing costs if you can receive this newsletter by email, so please let us have your current email address. 

Web:   www.dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk Email:   enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk 

Dronfield Civic Society 
Caring for our local environment since 1989 

YOUR CIVIC SOCIETY RELIES ON VOLUNTEERS WHO HELP TO KEEP OUR TOWN AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE.  
HELP US TO KEEP THIS SHARED SPACE BEAUTIFUL FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.  JOIN US! 

Make this your year to 
join Dronfield Civic  

Society.   

We are a non-political 
organisation working 
to improve the town.   

We’re really hoping 
that all our efforts to 

protect the Green Belt 
from development will 

be recognised in the 
Inspector’s Report on 

the Local Plan. 

It would also be nice to 
think that our  

regular events and  
activities can resume 

very soon. 
John Hinchcliffe—Chairman 
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Welcome to the February newsletter  

With more people walking local footpaths and perhaps discovering routes they may not have 
walked before, we began the year with an excellent Zoom presentation by John Harvey entitled 
‘Lockdown Walks’.  To add interest to our walks, John explained how landscape features like  
woodlands, field boundaries and hedgerows relate to local history.  Thank you John and to the  
thirty-six members and non-members who  joined the presentation which has been recorded for 
further viewing on YouTube.  

By the time you receive this newsletter, we hope the Inspector’s Report on the Local Plan will be 
being written ready for delivery to the Council.  We also hope the outcome will be the removal 
from the Plan of the remaining allocations for housing on Dronfield’s Green Belt.  The Civic Society 
sent in a large number of representations making the case for the Green Belt to remain as is, for 
long lasting protection of the open countryside around the town. 

More changes to the planning system are being proposed by the Government in the near future.  
We examine what those changes are and what they might mean for buildings in the Conservation 
Areas and for localism. 

Many organisations now recognise and have policies relating to the Climate Emergency.  We review 
what is being proposed at global, national, district and local level to help reduce our carbon  
footprint.  The WWF (World Wildlife Fund) has an online questionnaire to help you calculate your 
carbon footprint.  It includes valuable tips which will save you money and benefit the local  
economy.   

 Mill Lane 
David Hallam 

Issue 41 
February 2021 

Glad to See the Back of the Bollards? 

We certainly are!  The red and white chunks of plastic and pieces of guard fence, 
the cones, the signs and the sandbags blighted the street scene on Dronfield 
Bottom for months. One was even covered in plastic greenery and flowers to 
hide its ugliness.  They prevented roadside sweeping and deprived local  
businesses of custom due to the reduced parking spaces.  Their purpose?  As it 
says on the sign,  ‘to allow for social distancing’.  What a battle it has been to 
get them removed, involving Councillors, residents, the MP, DCS and our own  
David Hallam who has persevered with this beyond the call of civic duty.  It was 
suggested on social media that David will now need to find something else to 
grouse about. 
We understand he already has.  David has never been a fan of the Bowshaw 
Sight Screen or Barrier.  The number of times the graffiti has been removed only 
for it to be a blank canvas for more of the same is a continuous annoyance and 
a waste of public money.   Its purpose?  Like the bollards this has been  
questioned many times.  It will be a happy day for David when the vegetation 
planted to provide a more natural screen to slow drivers down as they approach 
the roundabout, is an arguable reason to remove it.  (See Page 8) 
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Lea Road Trees 
You don’t have to live on Lea Road to recall how 
spectacular its trees are or rather, were,  
particularly in springtime, when heavily laden 
branches displayed gorgeous pink blossom.  The 
large images were taken in May 2018 which was 
a  particularly good year for blossom. 
In December last year, former Chairman of the 
Civic Society John Harvey, wrote to us because 
he was shocked and saddened to see the tree 
which had stood outside his house for more than 
fifty years, together with four others along Lea 
Road, being cut down by the Council.  John had 

always enjoyed its prolific blossom, the sightings of birds within it and the 
general feeling of well-being associated with its presence outside his 
lounge window.  
John contacted NEDDC to find out why this was happening and was told 
that the trees were  ‘diseased’.   He also discovered there is no automatic 
replanting policy at district level, although residents can, individually,   
request that new trees are planted.  What made the situation worse for 
John was the shock of the loss, as residents were not informed about  the 
felling prior to the work commencing.  Perhaps this was deliberate to avoid 
the scenes that took place in Sheffield when significant tree clearance 
along avenues and roads made the local and national news.   
Following the tree clearance on Lea Road, John asked members of the 
Town and District Councils to revisit their policies in respect of carbon  
capture and climate change.  Dronfield Town Council is actively promoting 
tree planting, with gifts of a free tree for new residents to plant in their  
gardens. 
An officer from NEDDC did visit Lea Road in early 2021 and spoke to John.  
She confirmed that 4-5 replacement cherry trees will be planted during this 
planting season.  The trees will occupy slightly different positions to the 
ones removed due to the presence of root systems and subject to the  
location of service features.  The boles of the removed trees will be ground 
down, allowing the verges to recover.  
The Civic Society actively supports the planting of native tree species in the 
town and in the past has planted trees in the Lucas Gardens and  
recently in Sindelfingen Park as well as helping to plant a hundred ‘whips’ 
on Mill Lane in conjunction with Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. 

Tree Work - Sindelfingen Park 
Those who visit Sindelfingen Park may have 
spotted a planning application to fell 16 trees 
and carry out essential work on 33 others. 

This might seem a bit excessive, but it is essential 
maintenance work and it comes with a full  
survey of each tree surrounding the park and in 
the copse.  The reports have been produced by a 
local tree surgeon for Dronfield Town Council.  
Some of the trees are dead, some have fungal 
disease causing needle loss and some have stem 
and branch damage due to infection.  It suggests 
that there has been very little maintenance of 
the trees in and around Sindelfingen Park since 
they were planted.  The essential work includes 
removal of dead, diseased or weak branches and 
pruning around property and services. 

The report demonstrates a very impressive  
variety of species in the park including: oak, ash, 
maple, hornbeam, rowan, hawthorn, plum,  
cherry, birch, birch cherry, holly, lime, horse 
chestnut, goat willow and elm.  Residents are 
quite rightly asking whether there is a replanting 
plan to replace the 16 trees due to be felled.  We 
will aim to find out. 

  Both applications can be viewed on the 
NEDDC website.  The planning reference 
numbers are: NEDDC 20/01225/TPO for  
Sindelfingen and 20/01224/TPO for Dronfield 
Cemetery. 

You may remember that the Civic Society funded three replacement  
specimens for Sindelfingen Park in 2019.  Unfortunately one has since died 
and we intend to fund a replacement.  It is disappointing because David 
Hallam visited a specialist tree nursery and selected specimens 16ft tall, so 
that they would have impact from day one and a good chance of  getting 
established quickly.  We understand there is further tree work at Dronfield 
Cemetery to fell 4 trees and carry out work on 64. 
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Civic Movement Speaks Out on Changes to Permitted Development Rights 
On 3rd December 2020, the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) published proposals to  
encourage more housing delivery through a new permitted development right (PDR) and to support public service infrastructure  
projects like schools, hospitals and prisons. So is this fast track approach to solving the housing crisis by making use of  
redundant buildings in town centres to be welcomed?   Civic Voice, the national charity for the civic movement with 76,000 
members, doesn’t think so and urges the Government to think harder about these plans which will have far reaching  
consequences for our high streets and town centres, allowing developers to alter buildings without requiring full planning  
permission. 

In conservation areas there are generally exemptions from PDR and,  
therefore, greater protections, for valid reasons to ‘preserve or enhance’ the 
special architectural or historic interest of the conservation area.   
The intention is to allow fast track planning with limited intervention in the 
process of change by Council planners—to simplify and rationalise.  Last July 
independent research commissioned by the Government examined the  
quality of homes delivered through certain permitted development rights 
and concluded that worse quality residential environments had been created 
in comparison to those converted with planning permission in terms of 
health, well-being and quality of life. Certain assurances have been given 
following the report that standards relating to space, noise and transport 
impacts, flood risk, fire safety and adequate light in all habitable rooms, will 
be adhered to, but it appears that there will be no affordable housing or 
other planning obligation requirements and no developer contributions  
through mechanisms like CIL or S106.   
There is a recognised need for more homes and a need to reinvigorate our 
high streets and town centres, but further expanding permitted  
development rights is probably not the way to achieve both and may be a 
retrograde step.   

DCS keeps up to date with national proposals which will have an impact on the town, both in the Conservation Areas of  
Dronfield Bottom and the High Street as well as elsewhere.  The town has a number of businesses within historic buildings and 
in our last issue we reported on a building of heritage interest that we considered was the victim of ‘over development’,  
resulting in the loss of characterful architectural features.  The other side of the argument on these proposals for us in Dronfield 
is consideration that conversion of some long-time redundant business premises in more modern buildings to residential use 
might relieve the pressure to remove land from the Green Belt.   

In recognition of the conservation value that retail  
frontage can bring to conservation areas, the right 
would allow for prior approval of the impact of the 
loss of ground floor before conversion  to residential 
use.  How this would play out where a local  
authority does not have a Conservation Officer is  
concerning. 

Civic Voice strongly objects because of the harm that it could do to our high streets, town and city centres through 
the creation of poor-quality homes and the loss of historic character in conservation areas. 

We all know that high streets, town and city centres are currently facing acute challenges in response to changes in 
shopping and leisure habits. Whilst these responses are unlikely to be reversed, Civic Voice believes that future 
change needs to be done in a planned and curated way by local communities through their local planning policies 
and not by allowing the market to decide in a random and potentially counterproductive manner.  The proposals  
introduced in the consultation ‘Planning Reform – Supporting housing delivery and public services infrastructure’, 
would allow the change of use from any use to residential use without the need for a full planning application. 

This could lead to unscrupulous developers or landowners exploiting loopholes, which has been the case with  
previous widening of Permitted Development Rights, which the Government’s own commissioned report concluded 
created “worse-quality residential environments”. Civic Voice is extremely concerned that the proposals in this  
consultation  would also apply in conservation areas.  The ‘protected status’ that is being offered to conservation  
areas is meaningless if the suggestions in this consultation go ahead.   

Most concerning is the introduction of a new 
permitted development right which would allow 
the change of use from any use, or mix of uses, 
within Class E (Commercial, Business and  
Service uses) to Residential use (C3) without 
the need for a planning application, from  
1 August 2021.   

The Government believes that this ‘new right 
would help support economic recovery, housing 
delivery and the regeneration of our high streets 
and town centres’.  It is important to note that 
Class E uses apply everywhere, they are not just  
restricted to high streets or town/city centres.   
The proposal goes further than previous  
changes to PDRs as it would apply to properties 
in conservation areas. There would also be no 
restrictions on the size of properties that could 
be converted to residential use. 



4 

The Climate Emergency 
The importance of the climate emergency can be summed up in the title of a 
book written by Professor Mike Berners-Lee, ‘There is no Planet B’.  Even a 
relatively small Civic Society like ours should be giving this issue some thought, 
so we began by looking at what others are doing globally, nationally and  
locally. 

The UK Climate Change Committee Report December 2020 has produced a  
detailed route map to ending the nation’s use of fossil fuels.  It would see 
half the cars on the road being electric by 2030 and electricity from  
renewables including 10,000 wind turbines in the North Sea. 

North East Derbyshire is promoting the careful use of resources by finding 
more efficient ways of doing things.  Through the ‘Thanks a Tonne’ Carbon  
Reduction Challenge, pilot projects promote a Derbyshire wide engagement 
to live and work sustainably where small household changes ‘add up’. 

In September 2019, Dronfield Town Council declared a climate emergency 
and resolved to help towards achieving a shift to zero carbon emissions by 
2050, or sooner if possible.  The Council will help promote and encourage 
environmentally friendly initiatives that will contribute to the protection of 
the local environment. 

Other organisations like the World Wildlife Fund and Zero Carbon Harrogate 
have set out what individuals can do to reduce their carbon footprint.  To 
calculate your carbon footprint visit: https://footprint.wwf.org.uk 

With One or Two Small Changes….. 

 make your home as energy efficient as possible and switch to a renewable energy supplier; 

 Turn the heating down by one or two degrees and make sure your home is well-insulated; 

 holiday closer to home; 

 reduce your car use and walk, cycle or use public transport instead of driving when you can; 

 eat a local, organic, seasonal, low meat diet and support local businesses as well; 

 Make your garden green not grey; 

 make waste obsolete We Can Make a Tonne of Difference 

We thought long and hard about what we could do about the climate emergency within our remit to make the town a better 
place to live, work and visit.  Asking members to look at ways they may reduce their carbon footprint would be a start and we 
will lobby local councils and pressure them to include environmental protection measures in their policies and to implement 
them.  We will urge the local planning authority to ensure that new developments conform to the highest standards for energy  
efficiency, surface water management and wildlife protection.  We will work with other organisations like Sustainable Dronfield 
with similar aims and consider the climate change credentials of organisations seeking funding from the Society.   
Taking the Lea Road trees as an example, we will encourage the planting of native tree species for urban greening, discourage 
the unnecessary loss of trees and seek replacement planting where loss is unavoidable. 

Dronfield Civic Society is keen to work with and support groups and organisations in  
Dronfield whose aims complement the work of the Society. To that end we have created an application 

form which organisations and groups can use to apply to the Society for funding support.   
Find the form on the drop-down menu on the Awards page of our website. 
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  Lockdown Walks John Harvey’s presentation via Zoom in January, gave us a real incentive to get out 
during lockdown and explore the local area on foot as part of daily exercise.  Even on 
the most familiar routes, John made us realise that there’s a lot we can glean about 
local history by having a closer look at hedgerows, woodlands and field boundaries.  
By request, we have recorded John’s talk so that you can watch it again via YouTube.  
The link will be on our website. 

Sometimes however, you will spot things you’d rather not see in our lovely  
countryside.  In previous issues we’ve questioned whether fly-tipping is on the  
increase.  Walking a familiar route in January, a committee member came across this  
assortment of rubbish dumped at the entrance to a field near the television mast on 
Windmill Lane.  Several plastic bags of garden waste had also been dumped on 
Hundall Lane nearer to Whittington.  Reaction to the image on social media led to 
comments about those who offer to remove waste for cash-in-hand payments.  In 
some cases it is unlikely that your rubbish will be taken to the Refuse Amenity Sites. 

If your waste is found fly-tipped, even 
though you were not responsible, you 

will be required to explain the  
circumstances.  If you have failed in 

your householder duty of care by  
passing your waste to an unlicensed 

waste collector then you may receive a  
£200 fixed penalty.  

If you see fly-tipping, you can help by 
reporting it to the district council. 

https://www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/
environmental-health/waste-damage-

and-disturbance/fly-tipping 
Let’s stamp it out 

Taking the time to rifle through this particular pile of mixed waste might have revealed some clues as to its source.   
However in this case, the finder preferred to search for more natural clues about history in the local landscape. 

Through the Years—Mill Lane 
Many previous newsletters have featured issues relating to Mill Lane.  From 
graffiti to litter, fly-tipping to vandalism, these behaviours continue.  Whilst 
we have made every effort to improve the area by clearing debris from the 
river and adjacent areas, planting trees, replacing the footbridge over the 
Drone and installing information panels about the history and  
environmental value of the site, the problems never seem to go away.  The 
area underneath the railway bridge is regularly littered with plastic bottles, 
cans, sweet wrappers and polystyrene fast food trays.  We’ve seen fridges, 
tyres, carpet off-cuts, an old wheelbarrow and commercial waste.  Despite 
the severe potholes along the rough, muddy track, Mill Lane is attractive by 
being well-hidden from view and secluded, particularly at night.  So what 
can we do about it?   When things return to normal, we’d like to establish a 
student taskforce with Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School where students 
report, monitor and if possible undertake regular litter picks.  We would 
also like more involvement from Derbyshire County Council as although 
Mill Lane is one of their smaller sites, they are responsible for it.  Surely 
those residents who live in this part of town deserve better. 

2014 

2015 

2020 

2019 

2018 
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Planning Matters 

“The building on which the signage would be positioned is located in 
a prominent location on Chesterfield Road within the Dronfield  
Conservation Area.  By virtue of their siting, design and scale, the 
proposed signs would fail to preserve the character of the  
Conservation Area.  Whilst the visual harm identified would be 'less 
than substantial', the public benefits arising from the proposed  
signage (in terms of publicising a commercial premises) would not 
outweigh the identified harm.  On the basis of the above  
considerations, to grant advertisement consent for the proposed 
signage would be contrary to saved Policies GS5 and BE11 of the 
North East Derbyshire Local Plan, emerging policies SS1 and SDC5 of 
the Publication Draft Local Plan 2014-2034, and Paragraphs 132 and 
196 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).  

In the September 2020 newsletter, we reported that we had been 
contacted by a member of the Society, a local business on the High 
Street and by a non-member through Facebook about the bright 
red signs on Samad Cottage.  The signs were felt to be  
inappropriate for the Conservation Area in terms of their number, 
size and colour.  We raised the issue with Adrian Kirkham,  
Planning Manager at NEDDC.  Six months later and with the signs 
still vividly displayed on this building, Chairman John Hinchcliffe 
followed up the matter again last December. The Samad signs do 
not have planning permission and Mr Kirkham has advised that he 
is awaiting a retrospective application to be submitted with a time 
limit of the end of January.  If that does not materialise, then the 
matter will be dealt through Planning Enforcement.  You may  
remember a similar issue with signage for City Taxis on Dronfield 
Bottom where a huge red and white sign was fixed across the 
frontage of the building before an application for planning  
permission was submitted.   Retrospective permission was refused 
and the applicant eventually succeeded in getting permission for 
two much smaller signs of a different colour, more appropriately 
sited beneath the two upstairs windows. 

We are pleased to note that China Chef on Chesterfield Road did 
submit a planning application for their new signs before fixing  
anything to the frontage of the small stone building. DCS  
submitted an objection and the application was refused by the 
Planning Officer with the following explanation. 

To be consistent, we expect the retrospective  
application for the Samad signs to be refused, but 

why allow them to be in place for more than  
six months?  We don’t think it is acceptable. 

The Character Statement for the Dronfield Conservation Area, in which all these examples sit, includes these statements:  
“When proposals for new signs are put forward for shops, it is important that they are integrated into the design of the  
shopfront or building as a whole and are sympathetic in form, scale, design and materials to their context".   
Paragraph 122 states that "Standards of advertising control are generally more exacting within a Conservation Area and  
applications for advertisement consent should be sympathetic in their use of colour and materials and not detract from the  
visual impact of the area".  The sign being proposed at China Chef was a colossal seven metres long!   

So what can we conclude from these latest issues with signage in our town?   1. The local authority should act more quickly 
with appropriate enforcement when advertising signs are fixed without planning permission.  2. Those seeking to advertise 
their business should do their homework and read the guidance before putting in a planning application and save themselves 
some money in the process.  3. Your Civic Society will bring to the attention of the local authority signage fixed without  
permission which is inappropriate for its location, considering the local street scene and the frontages of the town’s oldest 
buildings in the Conservation Areas.  
Please help us with this work by flagging up any advertising signs that you think are inappropriate, particularly in the  
Conservation Area. LATEST NEWS:  On 29th January a committee member noted that the large banner signs at Samad have 
been removed, but the wooden supports remain on the building. The three remaining signs do not have planning permission.  

Paragraph 132 of the NPPF states: The quality and character of places can suffer 
when advertisements are poorly sited and designed.  

Section 72 of the Planning (Listed Building and Conservation Areas) Act 1990  
requires Local Planning Authorities to pay special attention to the desirability of  
preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of a Conservation Area.   
This responsibility relates to the display of advertisements as well as other planning 
functions and consequently the design, location, size, scale, colour and number of 
advertisements together with their individual or cumulative effect on the area or on 
a particular building.  This will be carefully considered when determining  
applications for the erection or retention of advertisements. 
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Local Plan—Final Chapter? 

As the Local Plan process draws to a close in NE Derbyshire, there’s a fair chance 
that most of the comments made on the Main Modifications will have been about 
the Green Belt.  Arguments, debates and discussions about the Green Belt are taking 
place countrywide through the Local Plan making process, because developers know 
that this is the mechanism for land to be released.  But is this really effective  
planning and why does the Green Belt feature so much in the housing debate? 

It is clear to many that since Green Belts were designated in the 1950s, they have 
been a robust and very successful means of urban containment.  Today Green Belts 
have become an emotive subject, a political hot potato; a red line that cannot be 
crossed and grown-up conversations about their future are not happening.  We are 
all fighting our individual battles with the Planning Inspectors, making the case that 
exceptional circumstances haven’t been demonstrated or that they have, (if we can 
even define what they are), so much so that we are missing the bigger picture.  
There shouldn’t be a binary choice between housing and the Green Belt.  The Green 
Belt should not be blamed for the housing crisis as more than 30 million people live 
in it.  The Green Belt shouldn’t be reviewed in the quest to find affordable housing 
sites, because in reality 87% of the development in them hasn’t been affordable and 
more than 50% of planning permissions in Green Belts are never implemented.  

So is it time to look at Green Belts at a more strategic level, rather than at local  
authority level or at an individual site level?  This was suggested  in the latest  
Planning White Paper, where land would be classified for regeneration, for  
development or for protection without the need for micro battles at  Examination,  
Hearings and  through public consultations. 

When the modified Planning White Paper returns, it will be too late for the NEDDC 
Local Plan which we think has reached its final chapter.  DCS would like to thank all 
those who submitted comments at every stage of this very lengthy process.  We  
believe more than 500 representations have been sent to the Inspector in the Main  
Modifications Consultation, such is the strength of feeling to protect it. 

DCS – Part of the Wider Civic Network Two or three years ago we sought advice from Civic Voice, 
the national organisation for the civic movement, on how 
we might better engage with other societies to mutual 
benefit.   

We were advised to join the Yorkshire and Humber  
Association of Civic Societies (YHACS), a very active group 
which agreed to take us on even though we are not in 
Yorkshire! 

From time to time YHACS produce a newsletter and  
recently requested some copy for their January edition.  
Because 2020 was such a strange year, Chairman John 
Hinchcliffe produced, a piece called ‘A Year Like No Other’.  

We started 2020 so well with one of the biggest events 
we’ve ever organised, engaging more than fifty volunteers 
to clean up of a section of the Drone at Mill Lane.  When 
everything stopped a few weeks later, we knew we had to 
adapt to survive.  Members will have received the full  
article by email, which we hope provided you with some 
amusement about A DCS Year Like No Other. 

Believe it or not, it is four years since this leaflet came through  
letterboxes asking for our views on the Consultation Draft Local Plan. 
(February 2017) 

The developer would have to submit a planning application which would be  
scrutinised by Planning Officers and Councillors according to the policies in the Plan.  
Polices relating to climate change would apply as would policies about development 
in the countryside, landscape character and impact on the landscape.  It is clear that 
there would be a lot of local opposition, particularly if access to a site was sought 
through existing residential roads.  The Shakespeare site would require 30% of the 
development to be affordable housing as it is classed as a high value area.   So  
perhaps it isn’t quite the final chapter in the battle to save our countryside from 
development. 

SHARE YOUR VIEWS ABOUT THE GREEN BELT WITH US. DROP US A LINE TO THE ADDRESS ON THE HEADER 

So what happens now? 
The Inspector will consider the  

comments before writing her final  
report which will assess whether the 

Plan is sound.  Councillors then vote to 
adopt it as the development plan for 

the district until 2034. 

The district will be better protected 
from speculative development with a 
Local Plan in place.  However this will 

not  prevent planning applications being 
granted at Appeal.  A good outcome for 
Dronfield would be the retention of the 

Green Belt as it is now, without  
removing land at Stubley and below 

Shakespeare.  If the Inspector decides 
to allow land to be removed from the 

Green Belt, that does not mean  
development is assured.  



From April 1st, Dronfield Civic Society invites you to renew your membership.  Annual subscription charges are £10.00 singles,  

£15.00 couples/families and £25.00 for small businesses/schools and associations.   

 Membership Secretary is Josephine Wright who will be pleased to receive the slip below with your payment by cheque to:  

Dronfield Civic Society 

Please send to:  Mrs J Wright  DCS Membership Secretary  11 Moorgate Crescent, Dronfield  S18 1YF 

For any membership queries you can contact Jo on dcsmembership@gmail.com 

   Please change your Standing Order to the current rates if you have not already done so.  Life membership remains at £60.00 single  

and £100.00 joint.  Small business/school/association remains at £25.00. 

Did you know you can now pay by BACS?   Our sort code is 60-40-09 and account number 09430342. 

 
Please renew my membership of Dronfield Civic Society from 1st April 2020 to 31st March 2021  

Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                 Email…………………………………………………………………………………. 

                 Membership: (please circle)         Single         Couple/Family        Business/School/Association 

                 I enclose a cheque made payable to Dronfield Civic Society for £……………….. 

Members receive reduced price entry to DCS talks and either a quarterly e-newsletter or a printed copy. 
PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AS IT SAVES THE COST OF POSTAGE AND PRINTING 

Dronfield Civic Society is sponsored by Stauff 
UK Ltd. Experts in the UK hydraulic industry 
since 1977 www.stauff.co.uk 

If you would like to become a sponsor of Dronfield Civic Society 
please contact us at enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk for  
further details. 
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We are delighted that Sarah has been able to re-organise 
her diary for this year, if Covid restrictions permit, to give 
the Dronfield Annual Lecture.  Sarah has a wealth of 
knowledge and expertise as previously she was involved 
in the Cromford Mills project in Derbyshire.  

This event will be confirmed nearer the time, but it is 
pleasing to be able to look forward  to getting the Lecture 
back on track in one of the town’s favourite community 
buildings—the Peel Centre. 

Looking Ahead to the Dronfield Lecture 2021 
Before the pandemic, the Civic Society had quite 
a few events in the diary for 2020, including the 
October Annual Dronfield Lecture organised in 
alternate years with the Peel Centre  
Management Committee.  We were looking  
forward to welcoming Sarah Mcleod, the CEO of  
Wentworth Woodhouse Preservation Trust.  We 
thought this would be a relatively local subject 
that might appeal to a wide audience.   
Wentworth Woodhouse is a Grade I listed  
building and has the longest façade of any  
country house in England. 

Historically the house has had a number of  
owners prior to 2017 when it was purchased by 
the Trust on behalf of the nation.  Playing host 
to award-winning films, feature length TV series, 
music videos and photo shoots, the house and 
grounds have an abundance of striking  
architectural features. 

It has been around for ages and looked a mess 
for years.  Always a target for graffiti, it has had 
to be repeatedly cleaned or repainted which is a 
dreadful waste of public money.  Its purpose is 
questionable and we think it creates the wrong 
impression at the northern entrance to our 
town.   
Surely there’s something better for the  
environment and more attractive to look at,  
to slow drivers down by blocking their view to 
the right as they approach the roundabout.  
There is.  It’s called natural vegetation or trees 
for short. 

Bowshaw Barrier—as Bad as the Bollards? 
Well there are some similarities 

ZOOM SPEAKER MEETINGS  at 7:30 p.m. 
FEBRUARY 17TH Yorkshire Air Ambulance 

MARCH 17TH Bradshaw’s and an early railway tour with ROBERT MEE 
passcodes and meeting ID available on DCS Facebook & Website 

An Invitation to Renew Your Membership for 2021-22 


