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Make this your year to
join Dronfield Civic
Society. If you are
already a member,
have you thought
about joining the
Management Team?
We are a non-political
organisation working
to improve the town.
We’re really hoping
that all our efforts to
protect the Green Belt
from development will
be recognised in the
Inspector’s Report on
the Local Plan which is
expected imminently.

Email: enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk

Welcome to the June newsletter
In this issue we bring you up to date with the latest news as things start to return to
normal. Since January, we have been running some very successful events via Zoom each
month. We began with a presentation from former Chair of the Society John Harvey.
In February the Yorkshire Air Ambulance gave a talk about their work and then in March,
railway enthusiast Robert Mee delivered an armchair tour using the famous Bradshaw’s
Guide. The very interesting April Zoom presentation about the work women did in
Sheffield during the war was given by Sylvia Dunkley.
At this time of year, we would normally have been thinking about the Evening of
Celebration and presentation of the John Robert Clough Awards. Owing to the challenges
around indoor mixing, we feel that it would be more appropriate to hold this event in
September when we hope to be able to meet again at our usual venue of St Andrew’s
Church.
Since the last newsletter, your Civic Society has had a feature article in the Dronfield Eye
about the work we do which has spanned more than thirty years. We’ve also produced a
position paper about the Climate Emergency and taken part in a Government
consultation about changes to the National Planning Policy Framework and the
introduction of Design Codes as well as spending time giving areas around the town a bit
of a spring time tidy up.

The DCS Management Team

Replacement Tree for Sindelfingen
As reported in our last newsletter, much tree work has been
happening around the town. In both the cemetery and Sindelfingen
Park some of the trees are damaged or diseased and some are now
coming to the end or their natural lives. Others are causing problems
for residents or are too close to services having outgrown their
original spaces.

Prunus Pandora

A couple of years ago, one of our members pointed out that some
trees in Sindelfingen Park had died. We responded by donating three
large trees as replacements. Liaising with the Town Council about
the location of the trees, the outside services team helped with the
planting.
Unfortunately one of the trees did not survive and so in early March
we funded another tree which was collected by our own David
Hallam from a specialist tree nursery near Retford. Once again we
liaised with the Town Council over positioning and they helped with
the planting.

A species of the Prunus
genus was selected for its
interesting foliage and
beautiful flowers.

The importance of tree planting has recently been recognised in the
Government’s consultation on Design Codes for new housing
developments, with street trees being actively encouraged in the
masterplans in response to creating beautiful places to live, for the
climate emergency and for health and well-being.

YOUR CIVIC SOCIETY RELIES ON VOLUNTEERS WHO HELP TO KEEP OUR TOWN AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE.
HELP US TO KEEP THIS SHARED SPACE BEAUTIFUL FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. JOIN US!
It helps us to save on postage and printing costs if you can receive this newsletter by email, so please let us have your current email address.
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Beautiful Blooms

Dronfield Civic Society
has been planting
bulbs around the town
each autumn for
years. Whilst some
improve year on year,
others have suffered
or been lost due to the
cutting of roadside
verges too soon after
the bulbs have
flowered.

We are sure you will agree
that the crocuses and daffs
around the town and in the
surrounding villages and
hamlets have looked
gorgeous this year. Here’s
a round up from
Coal Aston, Green Lane and
Apperknowle.
Unfortunately the crocus bulbs planted at the Unstone-Dronfield lay-by did not
flower this year but the daffodils on the opposite side looked better than ever
thanks to committee member Robert Hardcastle who deadheads and fills
any gaps he notices the following year.

Community Woodland

During lockdown there has been a surge in tree planting by community groups. The
Woodland Trust which runs a free trees scheme for schools and community groups sent
out just over one million trees and has had more applications for spring 2021 than the
previous year. The Civic Society is committed to seeing trees planted across the town.
The Town Council also encourages tree planting and provides a free tree to new
residents for their gardens. Recently you may have noticed a dangerous sycamore which
will be removed from the Parish Church graveyard once the nesting rooks have left. The
tree lost a huge branch a couple of years ago which caused damage to the stone wall
surrounding the church. We are pleased to note that the planning permission to remove
the tree has a condition to plant a replacement. If you would like to see more trees
planted or if you could suggest an area for a community woodland, please get in touch.

Litter & Fly-Tipping

We are of the opinion that litter and fly-tipping has worsened during the weeks of lockdown. These images of fly-tipping were
recorded by a committee member on Windmill Lane. Enough litter was collected to fill several bags by another committee
member at Sicklebrook Lane and Mill Lane. All these are well-known hot spots for this sort of activity. One of the DCS team
recently visited the Refuse Amenity Site at Stonegravels only to discover huge queues stretching back from the depot to the
main road. Whilst some may take the decision to return home with the rubbish and try again another day, others may decide
to get rid of their waste whilst on their way home. Has there been a capacity issue at the refuse amenity sites or is it just down
to more people having a good clear out during lockdown? We’ll only know when life returns to the new normal.
Please report fly-tipping to the authorities using the online form where you can also upload an image.
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DCS Takes Part in Government Consultation
on the National Model Design Code
The Civic Society has a duty to keep up with what is happening on the
Planning front both locally and nationally and recently took part in a
consultation about changes to the National Planning Policy Framework
as well as a consultation about the introduction of Design Codes in the
planning process.
“The purpose of the National Model Design Code is to provide detailed
guidance on the production of design codes, guides and policies to
promote successful design. It expands on the ten characteristics of good
design set out in the National Design Guide, which reflects the We support the importance of streets being
government’s priorities and provides a common overarching framework tree-lined, factors relating to determining whether
for design”.
facades of buildings are of sufficiently high quality (in
particular in Conservation Areas), contributions
DCS welcomes the intention behind the publication of this code, towards achieving net zero targets and that
hoping that it will help to raise the standard of new developments. We developments should clearly take account of local
vernacular and heritage, architecture and materials.
applaud the statement that “communities need to be involved at each
stage of the process in order to gain measurable community We agree that all new housing should be within
support that is appropriate for the scale and location of new walking distance of a range of local services including
development. This will address the ambition in a new planning system shops and health facilities to encourage regeneration
to bring democracy forward so that communities decide what good and use of brownfield sites within the Settlement
design means locally.” We agree that development that is not well Development Limit (SDL) rather than simply dropping
designed should be refused permission and that significant weight new development on the outer edge of settlements
should be given to development which reflects local design policies and often into Green Belt or countryside settings.
local aspirations.
Well-designed places have individual characteristics which work well
together to create its physical character.
The ten characteristics in the National Design Guide help to nurture and
sustain a sense of community. They work to positively address
environmental issues affecting climate and they all contribute towards the
cross-cutting themes for good design set out in the National Planning
Policy Framework.
The ten characteristics are: Context—enhances the surroundings,
Identity—attractive and distinctive, Built form—a coherent pattern of
development, Movement—accessible and easy to move around,
Nature—enhanced and optimised, Public spaces—safe, social and
inclusive, Uses—mixed and integrated, Homes and buildings—functional,
healthy and sustainable, Resources—efficient and resilient and
Lifespan—made to last.

Whilst the NMDC is a very positive addition to planning processes and documentation, its usage and success will rely upon
an understanding of a complex suite of design concepts. All those involved from Planning Officers at local authority level
through to Councillors and community groups at local level, with an interest in the planning process, will require the
appropriate training so that this does not simply become another tick box exercise.

DCS in the Eye
We’d like to say a big thank you to Mike Firth and his team for their feature
article on the work of the Civic Society over the last 32 years. Pages 46-47 of the
April issue delivered a two-page round up of the recent work of the Society
including the river clean up at Mill Lane in January 2020, the renovation of
Chapel Steps, the refurbishment of three K6 telephone kiosks and the re-painting
of Festival of Britain Garden Gate at Dronfield Woodhouse. Of course this is the
visible work we do. There’s a whole lot more that we do that is less visible.
We hope this publicity will bring a boost to membership so that the Society can
continue its work to make the town a better place into the future.
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Unstone Line—Spring Spruce Up
At the end of April, committee members David and Robert set about
giving the interpretation panels on Unstone Line a spruce up for spring.
The panels were installed in 2012 when the Civic Society was awarded a
DCC Community Action Grant of almost £1000 to create a heritage and
environmental trail along the former mineral line. Other work included
making safe a slippery section of boardwalk and reinstating an old
colliery date stone near to the site of the Unstone Colliery which opened
in 1912. Unstone Line is a very popular local walk which links to other
walks in the area and is near to Metapic Wood which was recently given
a mention in the Dronfield Eye as a place to enjoy local wildlife.

Some years ago DCS organised a Himalayan Balsam
clearance on Unstone Line. It is pleasing to note that this
invasive species has, for the most part, been eradicated and
there is now a more diverse range of vegetation
where clearance took place near the boardwalk.

Lucas Gardens

More than 20 years ago the Civic Society planted trees in the Lucas
Gardens. In 2017 the beech tree required some maintenance and
the small plaque which had been damaged was replaced with a
new one. At the same time ivy was removed from the cherry tree.
Four years on and the ivy has once again grown back and become
a problem. Although the ivy would not kill the tree, it would
smother and weaken it. Committee member David and his wife
decided it was time to tackle the ivy so that the cherry can
continue to provide local amenity value through the seasons.
We are sure you will agree that the blossom has been particularly
impressive this year.
The Lucas Gardens are a pleasant place
to spend half an hour in the sunshine.
Located on the site of the Lucas Works
Bottom Yard, the arch is all that
survives of the foundry of Edward Lucas
and Sons Ltd. which was established in
1790. The Lucas chimney contributed
to the pollution along this section of the
Drone valley. How very different the
area looks today.
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Pick Your Patch—Community Litter Picks
Over the last year it has been very difficult
to organise the community litter picking
activities the Society used to be so pleased
to initiate. Covid regulations have however
sparked the interest of individuals and
family groups to ‘pick their patch’. The
Council is supporting such initiatives by
providing free litter picking equipment. It is
extremely encouraging to learn how many
residents are actively going out with
younger members of their families and
safely clearing litter from roadside verges,
parks and footpaths.
Of course the other side to Covid is that
Take-Away drinks and meals have, in
certain places, increased the amount of
litter being dumped in lay-bys or thrown
from vehicles.
Dronfield Civic Society, along with the
Council encourages litter picking and we
have equipment that we can loan out
should you wish to clear an area near where
you live. Please contact Jo Wright whose
contact details are on the back page if you
would like to borrow any equipment and let
us know which areas you intend to tackle.
In the meantime, we are hoping to be able
to organise a litter picking day in June when
those who wish to can take part as
individuals or family groups. We probably
all know where the litter hot spots are, so
together we can make such a difference.
Further details coming soon on Facebook
and the DCS website.
Images:
Left top to bottom: Mill Lane, Cliffe Park/
Stonelow,
Windmill
Lane,
Apperknowle
Right, top and bottom: the results of litter picks
awaiting collection by NEDDC.

If you would like to join a Community Litter Pick,
Rykneld is organising one in Dronfield on
Wednesday 28th July at 10:00 a.m.
To join the litter pick, meet at the Pioneer Club car park on
Stonelow Road. For further details see below.
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The Future of the Civic Centre
A Place to Live, Work and Spend Time In

North East Derbyshire District Council, in partnership with Dronfield Town Council
and the new owners, The JMC Group are developing a vision for Dronfield Civic
Centre to potentially transform it. A process has begun to shape a set of principles
and gather ideas to formulate a strategy to secure the long term future of the 1960s
shopping parade and the residential units above the shops.
Local organisations like the Civic Society were invited to send a representative to
join a Steering Group. The initial ideas went out to public consultation for
comment during May and early June. They included improvements to the public
realm, a town square, a civic garden, reorganisation of the car parking
arrangements and ways to improve the market offer. The provision of additional
starter homes as well as increased housing for Dronfield’s aging population was also
deemed necessary for viability and a robust business case.
A virtual exhibition was created to deliver the necessary information through a
series of panels which explained the current arrangement and use of the buildings
and spaces. An artist’s impression then demonstrated the new ideas including the
possibility of a multi-level parking facility in the rear car park and the joining
together of the two car parks.
The ideas to regenerate the town centre and Dronfield Bottom actually began some
years ago when in 2015 NEDDC commissioned ‘OPUN’ to interview residents and
collect information which was presented in ‘Dronfield 2035 A vision for the town’.
Many of the 2021 ideas are based on this.
But since 2015 many things have changed including the increase in online shopping,
the coming of St James Retail Park at Meadowhead and more recently, the
pandemic.
It is a challenging time to be planning anything as hugely significant as the
regeneration of a town centre. All ideas will be welcomed by those who will
eventually formulate the masterplan. See below if you would like to share your
views and ideas. Consultation findings will be published and they will be used to
inform the next steps prior to any decisions being taken.
Artist’s impression of what the Civic Centre could be like.
Available to download from the virtual exhibition

Why is the District Council looking
at the Civic Centre?
“The way we shop, work and live is
changing and there is a need to ensure
Dronfield diversifies its economy and
meets the needs of local people.
We need to attract investment to improve
the area, securing its long term success.
This could include a modest increase in
housing, meeting local need including for
older residents and helping to enliven the
area.”
We aim to do this by:
Creating a New Town Square with new
paving, new seating and landscaping
including trees and an area for a market,
temporary kiosks and outdoor events
A New Green Area between the civic hall
and sports centre providing an area for
people to enjoy in the sunniest part of the
civic centre
Better Integration with Surrounding Areas
with improvements to Far Water Lane and
more pedestrian, cycle and other transport
connections
Improve the shopping area by filling vacant
units with creative lettings, reconfiguring
the large retail unit into smaller units to
aid letting, enhance pedestrian access and
develop the food and drink offer for a
potential evening economy
Other ideas include:
New homes in the under-used parking area
(lower car park) with parking re-provided
elsewhere in the form of a decked or
multi-level car park
New homes in the current ‘back of house’
area (behind the shops)
Connecting the lower and main car parks
with a two-storey structure to allow space
for a town square while ensuring no
overall loss of parking

Following the public consultation
NEDDC may produce a Supplementary
Planning Document which would then
go out to a further public consultation.
To complete a questionnaire and view the virtual exhibition go to:
www.dronfieldciviccentreconsultation.co.uk
To request a paper copy of the consultation material email consultation@iceniprojects.com
or telephone 07795 614307
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Dronfield Market Is Back
We would like to say a huge thank you to all those involved
in the process to bring the local market back to the town
centre.
Whilst the Civic Society has not been part of the Steering
Group, we have been kept informed of progress by the
group co-ordinator Shelley Hinson. We very much support
this initiative to increase footfall to the civic centre, so we
are promoting the return of the weekly market through our
newsletter and social media.
Shelley Hinson is pictured here with Cllr Anthony
Hutchinson and colleague Nick Simper signing the licence to
allow the return of the weekly market.

If you would like to have a stall, or know anyone who
would, please contact 01246 417432 and ask for
Shelley Hinson.
Prices are: £15 for a 3 metre by 3 metre stall, £20 for
double that and £25 for a triple.

Shelley’s daughter Michelle has provided the following
information via Facebook.

To date, the stalls include: ladies clothes, flowers & plants, Utility Warehouse, a different charity stall each week, Citizens
Advice, bread & cakes, sweet stall, bedding & towels, doughnut van, burger van, £1 items, sustainable toys, wooden items
(planters & door signs), Coopers Tours and an ice cream van from 11 a.m.
On the 10th June two additional stalls will join which are candles & wax melts and small furniture.
These two will be at Dronfield every other week.
As the market gathers momentum, further stalls will be added including Indian food, Jamaican food, glass engraving,
a fruit & veg stall and a butcher.
Michelle has asked for further suggestions. Residents would like stalls selling baby clothes, a fresh fish van (which used to be
very popular), a cheese & deli stall, hand made crafts, gluten free products, wool & fabrics and haberdashery.

Local Plan—Update

In April NEDDC provided data about the consultation on the Main Modifications.
Representations were received from 458 respondents with 89% being from residents. Of the
407 residents who responded, 276 were from Dronfield and Unstone. Many residents wrote
several representations and a total of 865 were received. 806 comments were made on the
Main Modifications with 646 being objections and 160 in support. The supporting documents
received 59 comments. In the main, the comments were made on Chapter 5 of the Publication
Draft Plan where local residents objected to the housing proposals in Dronfield and Killamarsh.
Residents supported the removal of a housing allocation in Coal Aston and Eckington which
was made by the Inspector in her Interim Report. The Inspector’s Report is expected
imminently when we will find out whether we were successful in our attempts to persuade the
Inspector to remove the other Green Belt allocations including a site at Stubley and the
reduced site below Burns Drive. Whatever the outcome, we’d like to thank all those who took
the time to send in comments. It has been a very long and complicated process, but with the
Inspector’s Report and the adoption of the Plan will come planned rather than the speculative
development which has occurred because of the lack of a Local Plan since 2005.
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Book Exchanges Returning Soon
We were all set to open our second
Book Exchange when lockdown 2020
came along. We are now hopeful
that when Covid restrictions are
lifted in public libraries, we can stock
the new Coal Aston Book Exchange
and refill the Falcon Road kiosk
with books.

The rescue and restoration of the last three remaining red telephone kiosks in
town is something DCS is particularly proud of. The first K6 was bought for £1
from BT in 2015. It is on the corner of Falcon Road on the Holmesdale Estate.
Our second purchase was at Coal Aston. Both kiosks were locked to prevent
vandalism and were appreciated purely as items of heritage street furniture.
We were eventually persuaded to trial a Book Exchange in the Falcon Road K6
and it was a great success. Two local residents helped to keep the books tidy,
remove unwanted material and make sure the kiosk was litter free. Our third
kiosk was only just rescued in time as it had been decommissioned ready for
removal by BT. This telephone kiosk is situated close to Holmesdale shops and
because there was evidence of some vandalism nearby, we decided to
renovate it and keep it locked.
The Book Exchange on Falcon Road was recognised on social media as an
excellent local resource, particularly for older people unable to get to the
public library on the other side of town. We heard from a resident that her
elderly father was a regular visitor.
Coal Aston has the largest proportion of elderly residents in Dronfield, so we’re
hopeful that the Coal Aston Book Exchange will be well received too.

An Invitation to Renew Your Membership for 2021-22
From April 1st, Dronfield Civic Society invites you to renew your membership. Annual subscription charges are £10.00 singles,
£15.00 couples/families and £25.00 for small businesses/schools and associations.
Membership Secretary is Josephine Wright who will be pleased to receive the slip below with your payment by cheque to:
Dronfield Civic Society
Please send to: Mrs J Wright DCS Membership Secretary 11 Moorgate Crescent, Dronfield S18 1YF
For any membership queries you can contact Jo on dcsmembership@gmail.com
Please change your Standing Order to the current rates if you have not already done so. Life membership remains at £60.00 single
and £100.00 joint. Small business/school/association remains at £25.00.
Did you know you can now pay by BACS? Our sort code is 60-40-09 and account number 09430342.

Please renew my membership of Dronfield Civic Society from 1st April 2021 to 31st March 2022
Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Email………………………………………………………………………………….
Membership: (please circle)

Single

Couple/Family

Business/School/Association

I enclose a cheque made payable to Dronfield Civic Society for £………………..
Members receive reduced price entry to DCS talks and either a quarterly e-newsletter or a printed copy.
PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AS IT SAVES THE COST OF POSTAGE AND PRINTING
If you would like to become a sponsor of Dronfield Civic Society
please contact us at enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk for
further details.

Dronfield Civic Society is sponsored by Stauff
UK Ltd. Experts in the UK hydraulic industry
since 1977 www.stauff.co.uk
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