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Make this your year to
join Dronfield Civic
Society. If you are
already a member, have
you thought about
joining the
Management Team?
We are a non-political
organisation working to
improve the town.
In this issue we share
our disappointment on
the outcome of the
Local Plan, with the
town now set to lose
some of its Green Belt
for housing
development within the
next ten years.

Email: enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk

Welcome to the September newsletter
As some members may already know, Chairman John Hinchcliffe suffered a stroke in
March. Whilst John is making a good recovery and has still been taking part in the
monthly team meetings by Zoom, he has now made the decision to step down as
Chairman at the forthcoming AGM. John has been an excellent Chair of the Society and
we are sad to see him go whilst wishing him well for the future. In order for the Civic
Society to continue, we must have a Chair. If you are a member and would consider
joining the Management Team please contact us. Or if you know anyone who may be
interested in helping us out, do get in touch.
We were pleased to re-open the Book Exchanges in two of our K6 telephone kiosks in
early August. The Coal Aston kiosk was just about ready to open when the pandemic
began. We hope their return as a local resource will be well-received by those who live
on the other side of town from the public library.
Work has continued through the summer months to keep the town looking nice with
regular visits to check on Mill Lane and a litter pick in the Stonelow and Cliffe Park area
with a group of cubs working with our own David Hallam and Robert Hardcastle.
We are grateful to our main sponsor John Morris of Stauff for a very generous donation
which will help us to continue our work as well as being able to pass on funds to others
who may wish to apply for a small grant towards projects we can support. John said,
“Keep up the good work, you’re all doing an amazing job”.

The DCS Management Team

DCS Contacts Councillors to Express Disappointment about Local Plan
Through two consultations, representations and Hearings, we gave our views loud and
clear to the previous administration at NEDDC, the Independent Inspector, to the MP
and to the new administration, but disappointingly the strong views of DCS and
hundreds of residents did not make a difference.

The outcome is a bitter blow for local
democracy. At best there may be a few
affordable houses amongst the 200, but
in the main houses built below
Shakespeare are likely to be large and
expensive with countryside views across
the valley. The loss of farmland,
infrastructure stretched to capacity and
an increased risk of flooding are what we
can look forward to if this Plan is
adopted. We urge you to write to your
local Councillor and ask them to live up to
the pledge they made to protect the
Green Belt.

No further changes have come about since the Inspector’s Interim Report in March
2019 when she removed the DR2 Coal Aston site, the EC1 Eckington site and
decreased the area of the DR1 Shakespeare site. Dronfield can expect a further 200
houses on what is currently Green Belt land within the next ten years. The Inspector
has stated that ‘exceptional circumstances’ allow this. Her Report gives little clue as
to what those exceptional circumstances are. The Civic Society wants all Councillors
who made the pledge to protect the Green Belt to do the right thing when it comes to
their vote to adopt the Plan. The Management Team wrote to all Dronfield/NEDDC
Councillors at the end of July.

“We are disappointed that the inspector has concluded that Green Belt sites, including
DR1 and DR3 in Dronfield, should be allocated for housing development and we have
reaffirmed our opposition to any development on Green Belt land. In considering the
options available to the Council we trust that you will act in line with your previously
stated commitment to protecting the Green Belt.”
See page 2 for the full update and statement including what happens next.

YOUR CIVIC SOCIETY RELIES ON VOLUNTEERS WHO HELP TO KEEP OUR TOWN AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE.
HELP US TO KEEP THIS SHARED SPACE BEAUTIFUL FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. JOIN US!
It helps us to save on postage and printing costs if you can receive this newsletter by email, so please let us have your current email address.
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Local Plan—DCS Response to Report

It has been a long wait for the Inspector’s
Report on the NEDDC Local Plan, but at last,
at the end of July came a press release. It
seems that very little has changed since the
Interim Report with the Inspector providing
what has been judged as little justification for
removal of land from the Green Belt.
Councillors will consider the Report through
the summer and in the autumn will vote on
whether to adopt the Plan. The Civic Society
is extremely disappointed by this outcome as
contrary to strong local opposition to Green
Belt release, it seems likely that this Plan will
be adopted. Both the Stubley Lane site and
part of the Shakespeare site will be removed
from the Green Belt and allocated for what
some consider to be much needed additional
housing in Dronfield.
The Civic Society took a very active part in the
process from the consultations through to
the Hearings and Examination. This involved
many hours of work, discussion and what
might be considered an extremely
daunting procedure to speak in front of the
Inspector, Councillors, Consultants and those
representing the developers.
Whilst we recognise that the Council would
be vulnerable to speculative development
without a Plan in place, in the end the
pledges to protect Dronfield’s Green Belt
have been broken.

The implications of a further 200 houses in Dronfield will undoubtedly mean more traffic, busier roads and not enough car
parking. Schools and medical facilities are at capacity now and we are all too aware of issues around flooding and
infrastructure capacity. These points were raised through representations, but it appears they were regarded as lesser issues by
the Inspector (to be decided at Planning Application stages) than the need to go above and beyond the housing targets.
We would like to thank all residents who took part in the consultations and Hearings as well as those who sent in
representations.
The town was well-represented and the opposition to Green Belt release was strong, but
this is a Plan for the district as a whole and Dronfield cannot be regarded in isolation, important as this is to us all.

This area will remain in the Green
Belt. The small square will allow
a potential access from Burns
Drive and Shakespeare Crescent
into the new development.

We have reason to feel aggrieved by the allocation of these two sites when in the Green Belt Review both were allocated a RED score
meaning they should not have progressed further. The Council removed purpose 3 from the scoring which ironically was
‘to safeguard the countryside from encroachment’. Need we say more.
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Local Plan—What Happens Now?
Once adopted, the Plan will be in place until 2034, but
that doesn’t mean we can assume that the remaining
Green Belt is safe. Within five years there has to be a
Plan Review to assess whether targets are being met
in respect of housing development. Developers will no
doubt push to get the rest of the Green Belt site below
Shakespeare Crescent removed as far as Unstone
Farm and on the opposite side of the road as far as
Half Acre Lane. The site known as DR2 at Coal Aston
may well reappear as a potential further site for
development. So even with a Plan, there is no
guarantee that the Green Belt will be safe.
As a last ditch attempt, MP Lee Rowley has set up a
petition to remove the four remaining Green Belt
sites, (two in Dronfield and two in Killamarsh) from
the Plan. He is taking further action by writing to the
Minister for Housing, though he admits this is a long
shot.

Please note that Dronfield Civic Society is a non-political organisation
and this petition has been launched by the Conservatives. We are just
making you aware of it as so many of our members support the
protection of the Green Belt, which is the position of the Society.

You can help even at this late stage by writing to all local Councillors who made the pledge to protect the Green Belt as part
of their election campaign in 2019. You can find their contact details on the NEDDC website.

Doing Our Bit For Climate Change
We’d like to thank the ‘Eye’ for including an extract from our Climate Change Position Paper on page 30 of the August issue.
The statement we made was also featured in the February 2021 DCS newsletter.
We thought long and hard about what we could do about the climate emergency within our remit to make the town a better
place to live, work and visit. Asking members to look at ways they may reduce their carbon footprint would be a start and we
will lobby local councils and pressure them to include environmental protection measures in their policies and to implement
them. We will urge the local planning authority to ensure that new developments conform to the highest standards for energy
efficiency, surface water management and wildlife protection. We will work with other organisations like Sustainable Dronfield
with similar aims and consider the climate change credentials of organisations seeking funding from the Society. We will
encourage the planting of native tree species for urban greening, discourage the unnecessary loss of trees and seek
replacement planting where loss is unavoidable.
It is pleasing to note that a new local business is also doing its bit for the environment. Not only has Spare and Square
renovated and re-purposed a derelict historic building, but they encourage the repairing of cleaning equipment over the
replacement of an appliance. The business opened on the 9th August and is next to the Drone Valley Brewery. In the late
1800s, this building was part of the J Harrison & Sons Unstone Mills making edge tools for national and international markets.
We wish Spare and Square well for the future and hope that they will receive local support for spares and repairs.

info@spareandsquare.co.uk
Kurzon House
Unstone Industrial Complex

If you know of a local business that is going the extra mile in terms of the environment, drop us a line at the address on the
header and we’ll give them a mention in our next newsletter.

Gift Aid
Over the years the Society has been able to claim back hundreds of pounds in Gift Aid which is a huge benefit to us to
be able to then pass funds on to worthy projects in the town. We’d just like to remind new members or those who are eligible
but who haven’t registered with us, to do so. It is a fairly simple procedure and any one needing assistance can contact our
membership secretary Josephine Wright for more information. Her contact details can be found on the back page
of this newsletter. Thank you in advance.
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Summer Colour
With the lovely weather in July, the flowers around the town were looking
spectacular for the summer. Of particular note was the display around the Lucas
Arch and the wildflowers for a second year in Sindelfingen Park. It is excellent to
see those with gardens doing their bit for the bees and butterflies. We’d like to
thank the Town Council for their hard work to create the summer displays we’ve all
been enjoying.
In nearby Unstone, just off the Round Walk, ramblers and photographers including
Dronfield’s well-known photographer, Michael Hardy, have been coming to see a
spectacular field of poppies. Michael’s photograph appeared on the BBC Weather
Watchers. Between Barlow and Upper Newbold, a farmer has once again planted a
strip of field to wildflowers creating a ribbon stretching more than a quarter of a
mile.
Dronfield Station gardens have been kept in excellent shape by volunteers and back
in June, David and Robert tidied up what is known as the Mini Triangle nearby. The
shrubs were pruned back and the area around them cleared of litter.

Whole Town 20 MPH Pilot Scheme
In June, Cllr Mark Foster contacted us about a pilot 20mph whole town zone.
Mark explained that Derbyshire County Council had committed to setting up two
pilot zones in Derbyshire and, as Chairman of Dronfield’s Road Safety Committee,
he was keen for Dronfield to be put forward for a consultation exercise to be one
of the pilots. The consultation would seek the views of Dronfield residents about
the concept and the area to be included.

As members will know, the Civic Society has long campaigned for better signage to
indicate the existing 20mph zones, raised awareness of pavement parking and road
safety issues around schools when children are dropped off by car and we would give
support to ‘No Idle’ Zones outside school buildings. We all know that there are roads in
our town that are used as rat runs. Snape Hill Lane is an example. Green Lane has
speeding traffic on a regular basis, particularly at the top and Callywhite Lane has
become a place for those so minded to engage in the sport of ‘drifting’. So there are
areas that would benefit, but perhaps blanket zoning would be problematic. To date we
are seeking clarity about the extent of the zoning and we will pass this on together with
the dates of a potential consultation period.

The United Nations is keen to
promote 20mph limits as the
international default for streets

It is highly likely that these pilot schemes have come about as the Government is being
urged by leading road research experts to reduce the default national speed limit around
towns from 30mph, (the default of areas with street lighting since 1956) to 20mph in
order to reduce road deaths and serious injuries. It is estimated that 21 million people
now live on a road with a 20mph speed limit, but current guidance and regulation is
regarded as out of date by the Transport Research Laboratory.

Costs to implement such schemes will be felt by local councils which have to apply for an
where people walk, live and individual traffic regulation order and the installation of repeater signs which must be
placed at set intervals according to current law. Official figures show compliance with the
play.
20mph limit is poor, with 87% of motorists speeding and more than half breaking the limit
Write to us at the address on the by more than 5mph. While technology on vehicles as well as cameras is one way to
header and let us know your initial enforce limits, it is seen as more important to change driving habits which will start with
thoughts on this potential pilot for the younger generation who at the outset of their driving careers will have the default set
Dronfield. We will include your at 20mph rather than 30mph.
comments and suggestions in the
next newsletter.
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From Locked Down to Re-opened—the DCS K6 Book Exchanges are Back
During the pandemic we closely followed the rules and regulations
adopted by public libraries to know when it might be deemed safe
to re-open our Book Exchanges. We are delighted that at the
beginning of August they returned as a local resource for those who
live on the other side of town to the public library. The Coal Aston
Book Exchange was opened on 1st August at 10:30 a.m., having
been given a thorough spring clean in late July. The Falcon Road
box opened the following Sunday.
We received many favourable comments on social media about the
return of these facilities. We were also very pleased to receive
donations of books, many of which were in almost brand new
condition, as they were probably bought from new to read during
the days of lockdown.

It is interesting to note that residents on the other side of town
are wishing that the telephone boxes removed by BT could be
re-instated to be used as book exchanges. They have asked
whether we could help. A suggestion was made to make our
third K6, below the Holmesdale shops, into a Book Exchange for
children. We took the decision to keep this kiosk locked as the
immediate area tends to suffer from acts of vandalism.

Volunteers Wanted
The cycle track is well and truly on its way through Unstone
village with widened paths, new street lighting, bollards and
modified safer junctions. But the two K6 telephone kiosks
along its route at Unstone Main Road and Unstone Green
are really letting things down. Can you help? Cllr Alex Dale
is looking for volunteers to help renovate the two boxes
before holding a local consultation about what they should
be used for. Residents on Unstone Green favour a
defibrillator in their kiosk but the one on Main Road could
have another purpose as there is a nearby defibrillator at the
Community Hall. So if you can spare a few hours to help get
the two boxes looking good again, we’re sure Alex would
like to hear from you.
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The Ups and Downs of the Timber Ramp Bridge
Since our last newsletter, Philip Brightmore of FoDS (Friends of Dronfield
Station) wrote to Derbyshire County Council about the status of the town’s
quirky but unlisted timber footbridge which has been out of use for a number
of years. Before its somewhat sudden closure the bridge had been a vital piece
of connectivity in the town linking Lea Road with Dronfield Bottom.
The bridge was deemed unsafe by structural engineers who concluded it was
also beyond economic repair. We were led to believe there would be a
replacement and indeed a scheme using steel to replicate its original structure
was discussed. In the meantime pedestrians, including students of Henry
Fanshawe School were instructed to walk further up Chesterfield Road to the
pedestrian crossing, though many chose the quicker route over the station
footbridge to access Lea Road.
When the costings for the new structure came in, they were much more than
anticipated and that is the situation we are left with today with a closed-off
bridge indicated by barriers and signs until such time as the line is electrified.
As members will know, we are not too happy about unsightly signage and
barriers, particularly in the Conservation Area.
Our own David Hallam, who is particularly aggrieved by this has offered his
services to the County Council to make a more appropriate timber barrier until
electrification arrives at Platforms 1 and 2.
Other suggestions include a spot of crowd funding to raise the estimated cost
of £450,000—500,000 for a replacement structure. Unfortunately the figure is
a bit out of reach for your Civic Society, but perhaps there’s a local business
with the expertise and desire to provide some future benefit to the town.

Building Bridges
In 2015 Dronfield Civic Society secured funding
from Veolia for a replacement footbridge over the
Drone on Mill Lane. Not quite on the scale of the
timber ramp bridge, but these things are
achievable when a town works together on such a
worthwhile project.
Whilst waiting for an answer to his offer to make
some more attractive timber barriers for the ramp
bridge near the station, David has also
approached the Town Council to see whether they
would like him to repair a broken bench on the
Holmesdale Estate. David has repaired quite a few
benches in the town, some owned by the Town
Council and some unclaimed. Previously hard
wood slats have been readily available, although
quite expensive. Today a composite material is a
cheaper, more sustainable option.

DCS repairs benches across town: Holmesdale (to do) Snape Hill Lane, Carr Lane, Dronfield Woodhouse (done)
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Mill Lane Pedestrian Entrance
The pedestrian entrance to Mill Lane near to the bus pull-in adjacent to the
premises of the Dronfield Eye, is probably little-used or even goes
unnoticed to many; yet it has over the years suffered from acts of
vandalism. In 2015 DCS repainted the gate and made good the area which
leads down to the industrial archaeology of the former Damstead Works.
Committee Member David Hallam reported the vandalism to Derbyshire
County Council. The assessment of the damage by Richard Fletcher of DCC
which includes loose brick work at the base of the opening and a smashed
steel post requires the necessary expertise of the Council in order to make
the entrance safe again for users.
In order to avoid ongoing maintenance as a result of continued acts of
vandalism, it was suggested that the best option is to remove the gate
completely, leaving a gap and remove all trip hazards making the access to
Mill Lane much safer.
DCS agreed to the proposals suggested and the work has now been added
to the work schedule.

Litter & Graffiti
We are often asked why we continue to clear litter and graffiti from areas we know
are regular targets for this sort of anti social behaviour. It is because we care about
our town and the way it looks for those who work, live and visit Dronfield.
It is a constant battle with litter and graffiti on Mill Lane. Has it always attracted this
sort of behaviour? Sometimes it appears that the removal of litter and graffiti
provokes a response to re-instate it. Just two days after
DCS tidied the area, it was as bad again. The graffiti is now
so embedded in the rough stone surfaces of the industrial
archaeology, that even the best products cannot remove it.
Such a pity that those who commit such acts show little
respect for the town’s industrial heritage.
In our last newsletter, we reported that the number of
people taking part in the removal of litter had increased
dramatically during the pandemic, with free equipment
being supplied by the local authority. Can we put out a
request to those who pick, to help us keep Mill Lane as litter
free as possible?

Investing in Young Citizens

When the 5th Dronfield Scout Group voted to do a litter pick for their
community project work, their leader Chris got in touch and asked for
our help to organise it. We were delighted to assist with the loan of
equipment. Two Committee Members, Robert and David, divided the
25 cubs into two groups and they set off at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday
14th July to tackle the paths around Cliffe Park and the river corridor on
Mill Lane.
After the litter pick, the group assembled in the park for photographs
and one young man was ‘invested’ as a Cub Scout.
The cubs were really excited to be taking part, thoroughly enjoyed the
experience and as the photographs show, they certainly collected a lot
of litter. (Images by permission)
DCS is keen to encourage young citizens in community projects. Pre
Covid, we did this through the Bird Box Project in Primary Schools and
the Young Achiever and Young Entrepreneur, awarded in conjunction
with Dronfield Henry Fanshawe School.
With thanks to Committee Members Robert and David for giving up their
evening to safely supervise the two groups.
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Events, Speaker Meetings, AGM & Dronfield Lecture
It seems ages since we held our monthly speaker meetings at St
Andrew’s and it is still uncertain whether we can or will any time
soon. Covid has changed many things including whether we feel
comfortable sitting in a room in close proximity to people outside
our household.
With this in mind, in September, we will be asking Members and
Friends whether they would wish to attend such gatherings or
prefer to continue with events via Zoom including the Dronfield
Lecture, usually held at the Peel Centre in October and the AGM
which is planned for November.
Chairman John Hinchcliffe is contacting the Peel Centre
Management Team as the Dronfield Lecture is a joint event.
He is also asking the speaker, Sarah McLeod, whether she is
prepared to give the talk at the Peel Centre or deliver it by Zoom.
Each venue will no doubt wish to have some social distancing
measures in place which will limit the number of people who can
be accommodated safely.

Above: Speaker evening at St Andrew’s
Below: Speaker evening at the premises of William Lee

Please let us know whether you are ready to meet in
person again for the events mentioned. It will very much
depend upon how the new variant plays out when schools
return in September and people begin to spend more time
indoors again.
Depending on the feedback from Members and Friends,
we will then take a decision and let you know what we
have been able to organise for the autumn season.
Thank you in advance for your patience with this future
uncertainty.

An Invitation to Renew Your Membership for 2021-22
From April 1st, Dronfield Civic Society invites you to renew your membership. Annual subscription charges are £10.00 singles,
£15.00 couples/families and £25.00 for small businesses/schools and associations.
Membership Secretary is Josephine Wright who will be pleased to receive the slip below with your payment by cheque to:
Dronfield Civic Society
Please send to: Mrs J Wright DCS Membership Secretary 11 Moorgate Crescent, Dronfield S18 1YF
For any membership queries you can contact Jo on dcsmembership@gmail.com
Please change your Standing Order to the current rates if you have not already done so. Life membership remains at £60.00 single
and £100.00 joint. Small business/school/association remains at £25.00.
Did you know you can now pay by BACS? Our sort code is 60-40-09 and account number 09430342.

Please renew my membership of Dronfield Civic Society from 1st April 2021 to 31st March 2022
Name…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Email………………………………………………………………………………….
Membership: (please circle)

Single

Couple/Family

Business/School/Association

I enclose a cheque made payable to Dronfield Civic Society for £………………..
Members receive reduced price entry to DCS talks and either a quarterly e-newsletter or a printed copy.
PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AS IT SAVES THE COST OF POSTAGE AND PRINTING
Dronfield Civic Society is sponsored by Stauff
UK Ltd. Experts in the UK hydraulic industry
since 1977 www.stauff.co.uk

With thanks to John Morris
of Stauff for supporting
Dronfield Civic Society
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