
It helps us to save on postage and printing costs if you can receive this newsletter by email, so please let us have your current email address. 

Dronfield Civic Society 
Caring for our local environment since 1989 

Web:   www.dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk Email:   enquiries@dronfieldcivicsociety.org.uk 

YOUR CIVIC SOCIETY RELIES ON VOLUNTEERS WHO HELP TO KEEP OUR TOWN AN ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE.  

HELP US TO KEEP THIS SHARED SPACE BEAUTIFUL FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.  JOIN US! 

In recent weeks a number of residents have been in touch to flag up issues around the 
town.  They include planning applications in the Conservation Area, derelict buildings 
affecting residential amenity and the cross-town problem of graffiti.  We’ve also had 
more positive initiatives like proposals for improving an area of tarmac on Carr Lane to 
increase biodiversity and an offer to co-ordinate working with students at Dronfield  
Henry Fanshawe School to make improvements to small areas of the town.  Read more 
on these stories in this issue. 

The K6 Book Exchanges have been well-used through the long dark evenings, although 
not always in the way we intended.  Volunteers who look after the kiosks have reported  
bags of donated books being left on the floor of the kiosk, making it difficult for others to 
enter the Book Exchange facilities.   

You don’t have to be a Member to report matters to us.  We are all working to make the 
town a better place to live, work and visit, but the Society has been hit rather hard 
through the pandemic in terms of membership.  We ask you to consider renewing your 
membership, sponsoring us, making a contribution or donation towards the work we do 
and please consider joining the Committee.  Do spread the word about the Civic Society 
to friends and family so that we can survive and thrive.  Thank you 

 The DCS Management Team 
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Welcome to the March newsletter  
DCS  Daffodils 

In Apperknowle 

Can you help Dronfield 
Civic Society? 

Former Chairman John 
Hinchcliffe suffered a 
stroke a year ago and  

took the decision to step 
down in November 

2021. 

The Society is still  
operating without a 

Chair.  We are  
extremely grateful to 
Life Member Bernard 
Caddy who answered 
our call to help us out  

 through the  
challenging times of the 
pandemic, but we really 
do need more Members 

to join our active  
Committee.  

Positive News for the Town 
Members and readers will know from past DCS newsletters that many local 
authorities made cut backs to the position of Conservation Officers.  When 
the last Conservation Officer at NEDDC left to relocate to the Scilly Isles, she 
wasn’t replaced.  DCS had enjoyed several years of liaising with her to  
bring positive benefit to our Conservation Areas.   

With no dedicated Conservation Officer in place, the Planning Officers have 
to judge applications based on the policies within a Local Plan rather than 
detailed scrutiny. This has been bad news for historic buildings,  
particularly those not Listed (non-designated), but deemed to have heritage 
interest at local level. 

Recently we noted a document relating to a planning application produced 
by Rebecca Waddington (Conservation Officer).  We contacted NEDDC to find 
out more. 

The objection from the Conservation Officer is extremely well-written,  
including reference to both the Neighbourhood Plan policies and to the  
Conservation Area Character Statements (see page 6).  She has examined the 
heritage of the building in question, its location in terms of street scene and 
deemed that an illuminated box sign is inappropriate.  This strongly aligns 
with the points raised by DCS about the application and it has to be very  
positive news both for the Conservation Areas in Dronfield and across the 
district. 

A Conservation Officer does the research to 
provide the local historic detail of buildings 
within a street scene context to judge what is 
appropriate.  The retention and enhancement 
of features is encouraged rather than  
destruction and loss. 

A Conservation Officer will consider both the 
building itself, the street scene and the  
proximity of any listed buildings and  
structures. 

A Conservation Officer will consider whether 
proposed signage or advertising is appropriate 
in material type, size, design and colour. 

They will consider whether the signage  
detracts from the host building, the terrace in 
which it sits and the character of the area as a 
whole. 

They will consider whether advertising will 
have a negative impact on historic structures 
and whether it will preserve or enhance the 
character of the area. 

We very much look forward to seeing this sort 
of scrutiny applied to planning applications in 
the Dronfield Conservation Areas. 
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There is no doubt that the three DCS Book Exchanges are being  
well-used and enjoyed by the residents of Coal Aston and the  
Holmesdale Estate.  Recently however, there has been evidence of 
people having pre and post Christmas clear-outs of unwanted reading 
material which has been ‘donated’ in bags or strewn on the floor of 
all the kiosks.  Volunteers who look after the kiosks for us have been 
unable to cope with the quantities of books and those who wish to 
use the Book Exchanges have found it quite impossible to get into the 
three feet square space within. 

On at least four occasions, all three kiosks have been found to be very 
untidy, prompting discussion about whether we can continue with 
these facilities, or whether it is better to remove the books, the 
shelves and lock them up to remain as heritage street furniture.  So 
far that is a last resort and we have been persuaded to keep them 
open and to consider signage requesting no further donations of 
books if the shelves are full. 

It is a difficult challenge because clearly people wish to donate books.  
Often the charity shops in town display signs saying ‘no more books’ 
and it seems such a waste of resources to just get rid of them.   

David Hallam who oversees the K6s on behalf of the Society is, for the 
time being, giving suitable surplus books to a volunteer at the Barn 
who takes them to Hardwick Hall where there is a stall selling second 
hand books to raise funds.  There is also a second hand book stall at 
the Thursday market in Chesterfield and some charities have Book 
Bins that operate like Clothes Bins in town centres. 

We would like to thank the volunteers who keep an eye on the Book 
Exchanges and who let us know when there are issues.   

So in the case of a K6, you can have too many books sometimes! 

To report a problem with a DCS Book Exchange, please use the contact form on the website or the address on the header.  
Thank you 

Dronfield Police Station 

There is the perception that Dronfield is not as safe as it used to be, despite 
stats that show it as a safe place to live.  Recently social media postings tell 
of burglaries, car theft and the theft of catalytic converters.  A petition to  
re-open the Police Station on Lea Road has been doing the rounds and the 
MP has been contacted in the hopes he could assist in getting our police 
station re-opened. 

But Dronfield Police Station with its blue and white sign still has a physical 
presence on Lea Road.  It hasn’t gone away.  The issue seems to be that 
you can’t just call in and speak to someone on the front desk.  This would 
seem a relative waste of police resources when through services like 101 
and the local Safer Neighbourhood Team, you can still speak to someone 
‘on the front desk’ more quickly than actually going to the Lea Road Station 
especially if the traffic lights are still in place or there’s an inch of snow.   
But some residents feel that having a manned desk will make Dronfield a 
safer place overnight.   Let us know your thoughts on the topic of Dronfield 
Police Station. 

So here’s the clarity about what’s going on behind the  
blue door. 
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Generally Street Art is painted with permission or 
commissioned and includes images.  Graffiti is illicitly 
scratched, scribbled or sprayed on surfaces in public 
places and is usually word based.  But can the two ever 
overlap?  It is an interesting debate.  One thing for 
sure is when you go out to look, you will find plenty of 
the latter in Dronfield. 

It is clear that the area around the ten pillars of the 
bypass flyover provides the urban landscape the graffiti 
artists seek.  So what is the solution to break the cycle 
of damage and clean up? 

Many would argue that a Pump Track in the town is 
the solution to the aspects of anti social behaviour we 
are seeing.  So is this the place for it?    

Former Chairman of DCS John Harvey flagged up this particular piece 
of graffiti on a pillar of the bypass flyover.  But it seems the rest of 
the town including one of our historic Listed bridges has also been 
defaced by graffiti.  The list goes on—the underpass, a bus shelter on 
Stonelow Road, media boxes on Carr Lane and a fence behind the 
former Cruck Barn on Church Street. 

Debates and comments on social media about graffiti range from 
those responsible being artistically talented, understanding branding 
and having skills to create logos to those responsible being reported 
to the police and being made to clean the areas they have ‘tagged’.  
Others suggest that those committing this crime should have to  
undertake an art course as a punitive measure. 

Long time Members of DCS will be aware of our efforts in the past to 
have graffiti removed from the Bowshaw Barrier which, whilst not 
within the town, impacts the approaches to it in terms of visual  
urbanisation. 

Mill Lane has also been targeted with graffiti upon the industrial 
archaeology of the former Damstead Works.  Like the Listed Lea 
Road Bridge, it is incredibly difficult to remove graffiti from old  
masonry even with the best products on the market as Committee 
Member David Hallam will confirm. 

So what can we do about it? 

It seems much of the graffiti around the town has been reported to 
the PCSO or to the local authority.  We understand that the graffiti 
on the flyover and in the underpass has been investigated and the 
local authority has removed it once more. 

Comments suggest that response times from reporting the graffiti to 
removal can take weeks, although there is a pledge to remove  
offensive graffiti more quickly. 

And there’s almost a what’s the point argument with this because 
removing it or painting over it leaves a new blank canvas which 
attracts more of the same.  So what is the answer? 

Should more be done in schools and if so what?   We would like to 
know your thoughts and in particular the residents who live close by.  

Whilst the area is a green space used by dog walkers, it isn’t  
particularly attractive except to those who tag the pillars.  Could it 
become Dronfield’s centre for street art in the true sense?  We 
should be having conversations about this space because there is 
certainly room for improvement and upcoming Banksies may  
welcome it.   

Is Graffiti Art or a Crime? 

Examples of Graffiti in Dronfield January 2022 
Since making the Local Authority aware of the graffiti on the pillars of the 

flyover, we are pleased that they have responded and removed it. 
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Mill Lane Pedestrian Entrance 
It is several months since David Hallam contacted the local  
authority about the damaged entrance to Mill Lane near 
the bus pull in adjacent to the premises of the Dronfield 
Eye.  The Council agreed that a permanent solution would 
be to remove the gate completely and make good the  
damaged brickwork.  David was pleased to note that this 
work has now been completed as the before and after 
images show. 

Not a Good Look 

In January DCS was contacted by a 
resident concerned about the state of 

neglect at the former Three Tuns  
public house on Cemetery Road. 

Linked with acts of vandalism  
including fire lighting, this former 

boundary hostelry is not a good look 
for residents and visitors to the town 

along its main thoroughfare,  
the B6057. 

The car park has some litter and  
broken glass from the smashed  
windows above those that are  
boarded.  The rear presents a  

secluded spot where litter is in  
evidence.  The state of the building is 

both concerning and dangerous.   
Its fabric is degrading as its emptiness 

and apparent  
abandonment continues. 

So why might this once patronised and valued former hostelry be in this neglected 
state?  We checked out the planning permission to see whether there was any truth 
in the rumours on social media about its future. 

Planning permission was granted on 21/01/20 for a change of use from a drinking 
establishment to a restaurant.  Plans included a part single storey/part two-storey 
rear extension, a single storey front extension with roof terrace above and internal 
and external alterations. 

It is worth noting the rather unfortunate timing of the planning permission in terms 
of when the pandemic began and we were faced with the first lockdown.   
Hospitality as we know has been hard hit over the last two years, so it is  
understandable that taking on such an enormous and presumably expensive refit 
may not have been possible, particularly as it appears, the owners also run 
another restaurant in the town. 

Residents are understandably affected when they have derelict premises 
which potentially attract criminal behaviour close to their homes.  DCS 
contacted Planning Enforcement to see whether the planning permission 
for this site had been implemented in any way as usually the permission 
has to be enacted within three years of the permission date but no  
information has yet been provided.   NEDDC has a useful document  
relating to planning enforcement issues including derelict or unsightly 
land or buildings. 

You can report planning enforcement issues by means of an online form 
on which you can upload images.  Harm to the appearance of the area 
and harm to residential amenity has to be given consideration.  This could 
include acts of vandalism such as fires and graffiti. 

If you think you have a planning enforcement issue in an area where you 
live, The Planning Enforcement Plan provides all the information you 
need.  It is a very readable document and it can be downloaded at https://
www.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk/documents/repository/planning-enforcement-
plan or contact enforcement@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk 

It is now two years since planning permission was granted, so you would 
expect if it is to be implemented, it would be this year.  However rumour 
and speculation that the site may well be sold again for change of use to 
residential is also a possibility. 

Watch this space—or perhaps not. 



Mill Lane—the Litter Problem 
Some DCS Committee Members visit Mill Lane not to enjoy the nature, 
the little winding path and a fairly clean section of the Drone thanks to 
our efforts working with the Don Catchment Rivers Trust in 2020, but to 
check for litter, fly-tipping and graffiti. 

It is quite dis-heartening to find at least one of those three aspects of  
anti-social and criminal behaviour on every visit.  A wander along there 
in late January on a specific quest to photograph the graffiti in the town 
began as quite a positive experience, with what appeared to be a  
complete absence of it.   

Crossing over the footbridge towards the industrial archaeology of the 
former Damstead Works, all looked fine until a look behind the huge 
stone blocks revealed a sight to dampen the spirits, to disappoint and to 
confirm that this area of town is a lost cause to this type of behaviour. 

It is highly unlikely that the litter would be collected by the local authority 
because it was so well-hidden.  Its only chance of removal being the few 
who see fit to exercise their civic pride and duty. 

We would like to thank those who do clear litter from places like Mill 
Lane and the Nature Park and we very much hope to be able to organise 
the litter picks and river clean ups that were so much a part of our work 
pre pandemic. 
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Joint Ventures to Improve the Town 

In terms of the students taking over a micro area of the town on a 
long-term basis, one area springs to mind.  The Dronfield Nature 
Park, which is owned by the Town Council is invariably flagged up 
on social media as neglected, with issues of litter, dog dirt,  
overgrown paths and in dire need of some TLC.  DCS will be 
putting forward to the Town Council that the students could  
potentially take this on to create something similar to nearby 
Metapic Wood.  Committee members will be following this up 
with the Town Council to see what might be possible. 

Students have expressed interest in planting bulbs in the town, 
planting trees, clearing litter and perhaps forming a town task 
force to monitor and raise anti-social behaviour issues like graffiti. 

There would be many benefits of having a curriculum-based  
approach through projects, art work and assemblies on topics 
such as Civic Pride—What is it?, Why is the public realm  
important and having a Conservation Conversation. 

It would surely be beneficial if students could work on and  
develop ideas about the regeneration of the Civic Centre. 

Engaging young people in these matters is also critical for the 
survival of the Civic Movement as a whole. 

Dronfield Civic Society has a long history of links with 
schools in the town.  From the Bird Box Project which 
enabled children in Primary Schools to be involved 
with the natural environment to the Young Achiever 
and Young Entrepreneur Awards with  
Henry Fanshawe School, which celebrated  
the achievement and potential of older students. 

In January DCS was contacted by a member of staff 
from the English Department of the Secondary School.  
The teacher who is also House Progress Leader 
wished to revitalise the earlier work done by DCS by 
forging relationships with the students and the  
community through projects which would  
improve the town and at the same time encourage 
the students to become upstanding members of the 
community in the future.  

Ideas for projects were needed where there would be 
a sense of visible progress and satisfaction.  The 
Award schemes which have lapsed could be given a  
re-launch in September following discussions and 
meetings. 

To achieve the sense of progress and satisfaction, the 
school would like the students to take over a micro 
area of the town, to achieve a sense of ownership. 

New Committee Member Bernard Caddy has offered 
to take this forward on behalf of DCS and he met with 
the teacher and her colleague in February to gather a 
few suggestions and ideas.   

There is a good deal of enthusiasm from both staff 
and students for joint working in the town as well as 
project work and school assemblies on topics like  
conservation and civic pride. 
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The Conservation Area—Planning Applications and Street Scene  

Between 2000-2002 NEDDC produced three documents known as Character 
Statements for each of the Conservation Areas in the town.  They were for 
Dronfield  (Dronfield Bottom, High Street and Church Street), Coal Aston 
and Dronfield Woodhouse.  Although they are now more than twenty years 
old, they represent the definitive guide across topics such as history, town 
character, Listed buildings, planning applications and advertising.  The 
Town Council referred to them to produce the Neighbourhood Plan and 
they are an important reference for any new building proposal or  
modification of an existing building within the areas mentioned. 

Yet, so often we see planning applications being submitted to NEDDC which  
do not follow many of the guiding principles for development in a  
Conservation Area that would relate to a successful granting of permission.  
Often little thought is given to whether the building has heritage interest or 
status or how the proposals sit in relation to adjacent buildings or street 
scene.  Appropriate dimensions, styles and colours of signage within these 
special areas should also be given consideration by applicants.  Other  
important factors, particularly in Dronfield’s case is that often development 
is in a mixed use area with residential accommodation near to or above 
commercial premises. 

Such lack of consideration can result in a loss of amenity for residents who 
may then oppose the application if bright lighting schemes are proposed or 
if odour may be a consequence of that business.  Other issues of concern 
could be about road safety where the parking restrictions indicate it is  
unsafe for vehicles to stop or where pavements are very narrow,  
compromising pedestrian safety if a driver pulls up to collect a take-away 
for example.  Applicants would therefore be well-advised to read the  
Character Statements  and the Neighbourhood Plan before paying their 
fees to submit a planning application. 

It is pleasing to note the Town Council objected to the planning application 
for this building referencing the policies in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Recently a planning application was submitted 
to NEDDC for a take-away business in the  
former St John’s Ambulance building (small 
building in the centre of the photograph). 

A concerned resident contacted us and asked if 
we would take a look at what was being  
proposed. 

This quirky little building has historic interest  
because it was formerly the premises of the 
Local Board, Office and Stores as marked by this 
interesting stone plaque between the  
upstairs windows.   The building is listed in the 
Neighbourhood Plan as having heritage interest.  
It forms part of what has been described as an 
interesting streetscape next to the archway 
between the premises of Banner Jones. 

The original windows are long gone having been 
replaced with UPVC, but the arrangement of 
the original windows and doors remains   
evidenced by stone cills and lintels. 

So does it really matter if there is a plastic  
composite black and yellow illuminated sign 
covering the original stone masonry or a roller 
shutter from a concrete lintel covering the new 
arrangement of windows and doors?  Some 
argue that this is preferable to an empty  
building with no future use being left to  
deteriorate. 

It does matter.  Inappropriate conversion that 
destroys heritage isn’t preferable to an empty 
building. 

Developers should apply a bit of thought,  
imagination and creativity and have respect for 
the character of the building and its place  
within the street scene if they wish to be  
successful with a planning application. 

There are plenty of heritage paint colours on 
the market.  A smaller sign would be better on a 
small building and if neighbouring properties 
don’t have illuminated signs, then one shouldn’t 
be introduced.  Clever conversions retain old 
features and they adapt and enhance rather 
than remove and destroy. 

The Character Statements are available to view 
on the Library page of the DCS website and on the 

Town Council website. 

They are full of historic information about many 
of Dronfield’s character buildings and although 

they were published more than twenty years ago, 
they remain relevant for those who live in the 
Conservation Area, have commercial premises 

within it and to those who seek  
planning permission to modify buildings including 

the fixing of new signage, change of use and  
alteration of shop fronts. 
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High Street Task Force 
The High Street Task Force, which was appointed by government in 

2019 - and includes Civic Voice - will provide 68 locations with expert 
consultancy and training, working directly with local government 

to facilitate engagement with communities and civic societies. 

Each selected local authority will be invited to put forward a high street 
or centre which can benefit from help to address local challenges and 
to develop strategies for positive change. Commenting on the  
announcement, Ian Harvey, Executive Director of Civic Voice, said:  
“We know that High Streets and town centres face significant  
challenges and they need to reinvent themselves if they are to be the 
thriving heart of communities again, but no one can do this alone, it 
needs the work of all of us playing a part in revitalising our high streets. 
We are pleased to see that communities and civic societies are  
specifically named as partners that will be engaged to shape the future 
of our high streets.” Both Chesterfield and Bolsover will benefit from 
this scheme. 

DCS took part in the process to formulate a plan to improve the Civic 
Centre which proposed the linking of the two car parks, a town square 
and improvements to the public realm including the planting of street 
trees.  As yet, no up date has been provided about these plans and the 
direction the future of the Civic Centre will take.  

A new report from the University of Reading  has 
recognised the extraordinary amount of time and 
energy that civic societies put into engaging with 
the planning system.  DCS took part in this  
research where it was found that engaging with 
the planning system is a significant part of the 
work of most civic societies.  Joan Humble, Chair 
of Civic Voice said: “This report shows that against 
a backdrop of declining civic engagement in wider 
society, the civic movement is still playing a vital 
role in the planning system.  Civic societies  
continue to be an independent voice for  
communities across England. 

DCS monitors the weekly lists of validated and 
decided planning applications.  We pay particular 
interest to planning applications in the  
Conservation Areas.  If we feel that an application 
is inappropriate in terms of signage, loss of historic 
features or loss of amenity, we submit a comment 
to NEDDC.  We also support planning applications 
where it is evident that the applicant has  
recognised the importance of owning a Listed 
Building by proposing sensitive renovation and 
restoration of historic features.  A recent example 
is Upper Birchitt Farm off Rod Moor Road. 

Levelling Up  
In early February the new Secretary of State for 
Levelling Up, Michael Gove MP, launched the  

Government’s long awaited Levelling Up Strategy 
based on twelve measures.  Measure 9 is a  

campaign success for the civic movement and 
reads, ‘By 2030, pride in place, such as people’s 

satisfaction with their town centre and  
engagement in local culture and community, will 
have risen in every area of the UK, with the gap 

between the top performing and other areas  
closing.’  Civic societies have been champions of 

what makes places attractive, enjoyable and  
distinctive for generations.  Over the past ten 

years, countless improvement schemes of all kinds 
have been undertaken by civic societies in cities, 

towns and villages up and down the country.  
Streets have been cleaned, litter picked, trees 

planted, plaques erected, flowers planted, rivers 
cleaned, events organised and places championed!  

DCS can certainly tick off all of those and more 
with probably the most successful being the clean 
up of the River Drone along Mill Lane in January 

2020 in conjunction with the Don Catchment  
Rivers Trust. 

Remaining Relevant 
DCS recently took part in an annual survey of civic societies to help 
shape the priorities and issues for Civic Voice over the coming year.  
The results will be used to inform the next stage of the Civic Voice  
strategy. 

Within the survey, we were asked to consider our objectives for the 
current year which is challenging with a declining membership due to 
the Covid pandemic and a less visible presence in the town.  But we 
hope this year will bring engagement with local schools and working 
with a more diverse group of people and younger residents.  We also 
seek to take an active role in the wider community in response to the 
post Local Plan phase.  Whilst some land has lost its Green Belt status, 
there is still an opportunity through the planning process to challenge 
development on what is now a greenfield site below Shakespeare 
Crescent on issues such as sustainability, infrastructure, flood risk,  
climate change and designing out crime. 

Other issues that we are keen to pick up again include tackling  
pavement parking and contributing to the evolution of the Civic Centre 
to make it more relevant and valued. 

Progress through the  
Civic Movement 



From April 1st, Dronfield Civic Society invites you to renew your membership.  Annual subscription charges are £10.00 singles,  

£15.00 couples/families and £25.00 for small businesses/schools and associations.   

 Membership Secretary is Josephine Wright who will be pleased to receive the slip below with your payment by cheque to:  

Dronfield Civic Society 

Please send to:  Mrs J Wright  DCS Membership Secretary  11 Moorgate Crescent, Dronfield  S18 1YF 

For any membership queries you can contact Jo on dcsmembership@gmail.com 

   Please change your Standing Order to the current rates if you have not already done so.  Life membership remains at £60.00 single  

and £100.00 joint.  Small business/school/association remains at £25.00. 

Did you know you can now pay by BACS?   Our sort code is 60-40-09 and account number 09430342. 

 
Please renew my membership of Dronfield Civic Society from 1st April 2022 to 31st March 2023 

Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                 Email…………………………………………………………………………………. 

                 Membership: (please circle)         Single         Couple/Family        Business/School/Association 

                 I enclose a cheque made payable to Dronfield Civic Society for £……………….. 

Members receive reduced price entry to DCS talks and either a quarterly e-newsletter or a printed copy. 
PLEASE LET US HAVE YOUR CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AS IT SAVES THE COST OF POSTAGE AND PRINTING 

Dronfield Civic Society is sponsored by Stauff 
UK Ltd. Experts in the UK hydraulic industry 
since 1977 www.stauff.co.uk 
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An Invitation to Renew Your Membership for 2022-23 

With thanks to John Morris 
of Stauff for supporting 
Dronfield Civic Society 

Ideas from Elsewhere 

Dronfield Civic Society is part of the national civic 
movement  through the national charity, Civic 
Voice.  This provides access to  national matters 
such as when a government brings in changes to 
the planning system or proposals about how to 
solve the housing crisis. We also belong to the 
Yorkshire and Humber Association of Civic  
Societies, which is a large group representing 
both large and small communities, across both 
coastal regions and rural areas of the Yorkshire 
Dales. 

You might ask why we are part of these two 
groups, when over the last two years, it has been 
very difficult for workshops to be run or talks to 
be organised and get togethers held. 

Both Civic Voice and YHACS produce newsletters 
which are a good source of information, where 
news about projects in other places is shared.  
Such ideas might include thoughts on how a 
town can recover from the effects of the  
pandemic, to climate change initiatives and 
thoughts about how best to preserve historic 
buildings to give them a future. 

We will be having a regular slot in our newsletter 
to showcase an idea, project or initiative that 
another Civic Society has championed. 

In the December issue we reported that a resident had written to 
us to ask for help to take an idea forward on Carr Lane.  The idea, 
is in memory of her late husband, a keen environmentalist, on 
the tenth anniversary of his passing.  The project was to try and 
green up an area of tarmac that wasn’t particularly serving any 
useful purpose, to improve biodiversity albeit on a small scale 
and make the area visually more attractive.   

DCS provided advice and information, suggested who to contact 
initially and if the project progressed, possible sources of funding 
including our own grant funding for worthy town projects which 
meet certain criteria. 

Despite initially being rejected by DCC Highways who stated that 
there was no budget to remove tarmac, only to undertake repairs 
and safety improvements, they suggested that planters could be 
placed on the tarmac as a possible way forward instead. The 
resident was advised to contact the Town Council.   

We are pleased to learn that the Clerk of the Town Council  
advised that the project could be referred to the Environmental  
Committee which would need to agree to granting a licence for 
the planters to be placed there. 

The resident readily accepted this way forward as a reasonable, 
lower maintenance and less costly alternative.   

Even small areas of planting can make a difference for bees, 
butterflies and other insects.  Planters will allow seasonal interest 
to be created to visually improve this area of Carr Lane. 

Dronfield Civic Society will very much support this project if the 
Town Council agrees to grant the licence. 

Greening Carr Lane 


